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The Barn Store in Salisbury will 
hold an on-farm building construction 
workshop on Wednesday, April 16. The 
grill at the Grain Box lunch counter at 
the Barn Store will be open from 5 to 
6:30 PM for supper. The workshop be-
gins at 6:30 PM and ends at 8:30 PM. 

This workshop is for large or small 
farms that have occasional building 
projects. Stan Weeks, consulting engi-
neer from New York, will be the fea-
tured speaker. Stan has been a professor 
at Cornell, has coordinated engineering 
projects at the Agway Research Center 
in Fabius, New York, and now works as 

On-Farm Building Construction 
Workshop At The Barn Store

an independent consultant. 
Topics to be presented include: 
• Pouring concrete slabs
• Building pole barns
• Finding the proper site for 

construction
• Proper materials to use

The Barn Store is at  96 Old Turnpike 
Road (Route 4) south of the intersection 
of Route 127 and Route 4 in Salisbury. . 
You can call the store at 648-2888.

If you have any questions about the 
workshop, please call the University of 
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 
at 225-5505.

By Chelsea Conaboy
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed from the Concord Monitor
Originally published March 4

If a city person wanted to become a 
farmer fast, the Barn Store of New Eng-
land might be the place to start. Farm 
clothes, fencing, boots and buckets, 
shotguns for hunting and chasing off 
coyotes, seeds, cow corrals, pig pens, 
feed, and farm-themed jewelry are 
all available at the store on Route 4 in 
Salisbury.

You can even order a custom-built 
barn. The animals with which to fi ll it 
might be the only things you can’t buy 
at the store. But owners Jim and Lisa 
Mason can help with that, too.

And if you get weary from all that 
shopping, take a seat under the murals of 
sheep shearing and corn fi elds at the Grain 
Box diner located right inside the store.

“We want to make this a one-stop 
shopping deal for your rural person,” 
Lisa Mason said last week as she took 
a break from birthing lambs and bottle 
feeding at the couple’s Punch Brook 
Farm in Franklin to give a tour.

Mason said they’re hoping that the 
freezer cases full of local meat and eggs 
and the stock of fi rearms and fi shing 
gear will attract some city folk, too.

The Masons started the Barn Store 
in 2003. Before then, Jim Mason was 
running his Ag Structures business, 
building barns and other agricultural 
buildings, out of their farm. Lisa Mason 
grew tired of unloading tractor trailers 
of supplies. There was too much hap-
pening there, she said. So the couple 
agreed to build a “small” store.

What they have today is a 14,000-
square-foot store and an 8,400-square-
foot warehouse.

“He doesn’t know the word small,” 
Lisa Mason said of her husband. “He 
kind of blew it out of proportion and 
said we might as well have hardware. 
We might as well have this. We might 
as well have that.”

The store is in its second edition. 
The Masons had to rebuild in 2005 
when a key machine sparked a fi re that 

destroyed all but the basement. They re-
built in fi ve months while running the 
store off trailer beds in the parking lot. 
They added the Grain Box then.

Now, Lisa Mason said, “we don’t 
have a key machine.”

They do have a machine repair shop, 
welding tools, chain saws, veterinary 
supplies, and a few lines of corrals and 
ranch equipment for which they are the 
only sellers in the Northeast. They also 
sell paint and fl ooring.

The closest Lowe’s or Home Depot 
stores are in Tilton or Concord. The Ma-
sons, whose four children have helped 
in the store and whose oldest son, Jake, 
is a manager, pride themselves on being 
a local alternative that offers good ser-
vice born from their years on a farm.

“We’re not telling you what you 
should use,” Lisa Mason said. “We’re 
telling you what works.”

Jim Mason has been building barns 
since he was a teenager. The painting of 
a man shearing a sheep above the diner 
is his portrait. He and Lisa started Punch 
Brook in 1987, where they raise sheep 
and pigs and grow organic vegetables.

Jim Mason said it’s hard to compete 
with box stores, but the Barn Store of-
fers “value-added service.” While they 
have customers from all over New Eng-
land, he said, they give local people an 
option close to home.

Ashley Moore of Andover said she 
appreciates the knowledgeable staff. 
She has two Mammoth donkeys, which 
are about the size of horses. She shops at 
the Barn Store for muck buckets, feed, 
shavings, supplements, and other sup-
plies. Last week, she picked up some 
screws and then stopped at the Grain 
Box counter for eggs Benedict topped 
with local ham.

“The people are really nice, and I 
like buying stuff more local,” she said.

In addition to the Masons’ own pork 
and lamb, the store stocks eggs from 
Mapleshade Farm in Franklin and buf-
falo meat from 3D Farm in Salisbury.

Go to BarnStoreOfNewEngland.com 
for more about the store.
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The Barn Store Carries 
Everything For Rural Living

Rte 4, 96 Old Turnpike Rd.
Salisbury NH 03268  
(603) 648-2888   

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4:30pm
Sun. 8:30am-3pm   

Open 7 Days

Proudly Supporting The Rural Lifestyle

Farm - Feed - Firearms - Hardware
Lumber - Fishing - Barn Building & Designing

Push Mowers ... $34.95

Tractors ... $59.95

Change Oil, Clean Air Filter, Visual check of belts, 
New Spark Plugs, Sharpen Blades. Some 
restrictions apply. See store for details.

Change Oil, Clean Air Filter, Visual check of belts, 
New Spark Plugs, Sharpen Blades, Change Fuel 
Filter. Some restrictions apply. See store for details.

Pickup Service
Available

Get Ready For Our Annual

Bucket Sale

Lawnmower Tuneup Specials

Everything you can
stuff into it!*

20% OFF

*Some items excluded. See store for details.

Buy Any Size Bucket 
Including Garbage Cans!

APRIL 12 & 13

Save

LOCAL, HONEST, AND 
COMMITTED TO 

KEEPING YOU WARM

GRACE’S 
RadioShack ®

863-4942
Junction Route 11 & 103

Newport

526-2405
New London 

Shopping Center

• Televisions
• Stereos
• Satellites
• Cell Phones
• CB Radios

• Computer Parts & Supplies
• Antenna Systems & Installs
• Telephones & Accessories


