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Alexandra Graf has held a lot of 
titles. Wife. Mother. Innkeeper. Mrs. 
Salt Lake City 2001. After she decided 
to trade places in May with a doting 
Italian mother from Long Island for the 
ABC show Wife Swap, she was also 
branded a liar, a phony, and a “whore” 
by her temporary spouse, who hurled 
insults at her when she challenged his 
parenting style.

But Graf took it all in stride Wednes-
day night, as she watched the episode 
for the fi rst time, surrounded by a rau-
cous and supportive crowd of friends 
and guests at the Inn at Danbury, which 
Graf runs with her husband, Bob.

“I’m a phony and a whore!” Graf 
shouted to the crowd, which cheered 
wildly and raised pilsner glasses. They 
were packed into the inn’s lounge, where 
the Grafs held a “Swap Watch” party.

The Grafs and three of their four 
children – Meagan, 16, Zacchaeus, 14, 
and Daphny, 11 – were fi lmed for two 
weeks last year after the show put out a 
call for bed-and-breakfast owners who 
work with their children. Alex Graf 
traded places with Lisa Medici, a Long 
Island woman who puts all her energy 
into running her home and catering to 
the needs of her two boys – a 16-year-
old wanna-be bodybuilder and an angry 

12-year-old whose vocabulary included 
plenty of four-letter words.

On the show, the Grafs are portrayed 
as hardworking business owners who 
expect the same of their children. For 
the most part, it’s true, Bob Graf said 
yesterday.

“From our end, it didn’t do us justice,” 
he said. “Of course it portrays you as ex-
treme, but it really is what we are.”

The episode showed the kids strip-
ping beds, cleaning toilets, and working 
in the restaurant, serving customers as 
their father rang his bell to indicate an-
other order needed to be taken out to the 
dining room. But the kids only work a 
few nights a week and weekends, Alex 
Graf said yesterday, and the inn does 
rely on other employees.

“I mean, the kids don’t work eight 
hours a day,” Graf said. “We do have 
part-time help. But for the integrity of 
the show, we aren’t supposed to say 
much about it.”

“People who know us know that we 
don’t exploit our children,” she added.

At the inn, Medici was horrifi ed 
with the responsibilities the children 
took on, and she criticized Bob Graf for 
putting work before family and sharing 
too many of the burdens of the business 
with his children. On camera, the kids 
admitted to hating the dirndl and leder-
hosen uniforms they must wear, and 
they said the expectations from their 
parents are sometimes hard to meet.

Alex (l) and Robert Graf celebrated the airing of Wife Swap with Laurie Fergu-
son and many other friends at the Inn at Danbury and Alphorn Bistro German 
Restaurant. ABC reported record numbers for the show, with 6.35 million 
viewers tuning in. For days after the event, Alex and Robert were on numer-
ous TV and radio talk shows throughout New England and were covered in 
the Concord Monitor and the Union Leader.

Local Innkeepers Featured On Wife Swap

“There’s no love shared,” Medici 
said. “It’s not a home; it’s a business.”

On Long Island, Alex Graf had to at-
tend bodybuilding training sessions and 
help John Medici apply fake tanner to 
his son, Nick, before a big competition.

“Don’t I look like a sculpture?” the 
Speedo-clad teenager said as he fl exed 
his muscles in the mirror.

Graf struggled each morning to get 
12-year-old Giuseppe out of bed as he 
gave her the middle fi nger, screamed at 
her to shut up and get out of his room, 

and even shoved her out of his door-
way.

After a week, Graf introduced her 
own rules and tried to show the Medici 
family there was more to life than body-
building. She banned training sessions 
and made Nick get a job handing out fl i-
ers – dressed as a giant slice of pizza – 
for a pizza parlor. She also set up an art 
lesson for Giuseppe with a New York 
City graffi ti artist. And she urged John 
to take a bigger role as disciplinarian.

See Wife  on page 34

Great Service at “YOUR” Convenience, Not Ours!

WASTE RECYCLING SERVICES

NO FUELSURCHARGES!

Special: Small - 15 yd. • Medium - 20/24 yd • Large - 30 yd

YOU CAN KEEP YOUR DUMPSTER

FOR A MONTH FOR NO EXTRA CHARGE!
30 extra rental days

FREE
With any regularly priced temporary

Dumpster Rental. Available for a
limited time only.

Here’s how it works. Just call and order any regularly priced 7 day dumpster rental and
ask for your free month instead of the 7 days. What could be easier? Relax, take your
time with your project. Give us a call when you are done loading the dumpster on or
before your FREE Month is up and we will come and take it away.

This offer can not be combined with any other special offer. You must ask for your free month when you order the dumpster. You must
also call to have the dumpster removed. Additional rental charges will apply if you keep the dumpster longer than your free month. Only
1 free month per address. Free month offer is not in addition to the 7 days. The offer is not retroactive.

A
$9000

Value

How Will You Deal with GREAT SERVICE?

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

CALL TOLL FREE:Call toll-free 1-866-56-DEPOT 
or visit DumpsterDepot.com

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

Tomorrow Happens
For all your insurance 

needs – homeowner’s, auto, 
business, and other 

coverages that are needed 
to protect your assets – the 
A.W. Frost Agency is ready 
to assist you in making the 
right choices for all of your 

insurance needs.

Are you ready?

325 Central Street • Franklin NH 03235
Bus.: 603-934-3319 • Fax: 603-934-7227

Prescott@DavisTowle.com

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime


