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By Judy Perreault
Andover High School ’53

It’s time to start thinking about our 
annual Andover High School reunion. 
You do not have to have graduated to 
attend. 

The reunion this year will be on Sat-
urday, July 5, at 10 AM. Lily Ordway 
has once again offered the family rec-
reational area in Danbury for the event. 
We will hold it rain or shine, with the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School as 
a backup. 

This year if you come back to town 
you can catch both the reunion and An-
dover’s Fourth of July celebration, the 
biggest in the area, as they are so close 
together. Next year the reunion will be 
a week later than the Fourth.

The reunion will follow the usual 
schedule, with visiting and a brief 
meeting in the morning followed by a 
pot-luck lunch at noon. Coffee and tea 
will be provided. The meeting will start 
at 11 AM, with class pictures around 
11:30. Don’t forget your chair and mem-

Andover High Reunion
orabilia.

Remember, we are aiming for 100 
attendees this year!

If any of you folks out there have any 
special memories of your time at Andover 
school, home, or town events, just send 
them to me at jrplmp@peoplepc.com.
Sorry, Monroe!

My apologies to Monroe Haley for 
spelling his name wrong in the last is-
sue. The worst part was that he correct-
ed me during the interview, but some-
how I missed it in the rewrite.

Sadly, we say goodbye to Charles 
Howard Stickney (Stix), who passed 
away on February 25. He was a member 
of the class of 1950. I remember riding 
to school with him on the school bus. 
He was always joking around and made 
the bus ride lively and fun. He used to 
tease me, and as a freshman to his se-
nior, I was fl attered by the attention. 

I believe he came to one of our earli-
er reunions, but in his last years he was 
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease and 
was unable to attend.

But Graf’s suggestions fell on deaf 
ears for most of the two-week period. 
John Medici did little to discipline his 
sons when they ignored Graf’s rules or 
requests, and he and Graf had a blow-
out argument two days before fi lming 
ended.

“Here it comes,” she warned the 
crowd Wednesday night. After Medici 
yelled at her to treat him with respect, 
Graf shouted back, demanding respect 
of her own. Medici responded by telling 
her to change her outfi t because “you 
look like a trashy whore.”

At the inn, the Graf kids were pre-
vented from doing chores and checked 
into the inn as guests. And in one over-
the-top moment during the episode, 
Medici tried to bring in a real estate 
agent to help the Grafs put the inn on the 
market. Bob Graf refused to hear it and 
smashed a “For Sale” sign that Medici 
had put up in front of the building.

For the most part, the mood at the 
inn was lighthearted Wednesday night, 
even when some of the Grafs’ dirty 
laundry was aired.

“If my mom gets upset, we’re all up-
set,” Daphny said on camera. “So we 
try to keep my mom happy.”

“Ooohh!” the crowd bellowed, as 
Daphny smirked and Alex Graf’s face 
reddened a bit.

After a tense sit-down with the two 
sets of reunited parents, the Medi-
cis agreed they should spend more 
time supporting Giuseppe and setting 
boundaries for the boys, and the Grafs 
admitted they should spend more down 
time together as a family and less time 
on chores.

When the episode ended, Alex Graf 
revealed some of the secrets of fi lming 
– she had to pack and unpack her suit-
case several times for the cameras – and 
she shared passages from her diary and 
a note from John Medici, left for her the 
morning she left Long Island.

“It was nice to have you,” she read. 
“Giuseppe likes you. It was a great expe-
rience. God bless you and your family.”

“The fact that he wrote that, this is 
actually one of those things that means 
more to me than anything else,” she 
said.

Alex Graf set up an e-mail address 
through the inn’s Web site to receive 
Wife Swap feedback, and she had al-
ready received hate mail by the time the 
episode was over. Yesterday, she sat at 
her computer monitoring the Wife Swap 
message boards for compliments and 
criticism.

Most of the messages criticized the 
Medicis and praised the Grafs for in-
stilling a strong work ethic in their kids. 
Still, other messages hurt a bit, Graf ad-
mitted. When the Union Leader posted 
a story about the show on its Web site 
yesterday, some locals posted messages 
encouraging the state Department of 
Labor to investigate whether the parents 
were exploiting their children, which 
both Grafs said is completely untrue.

“I just wish people would get to 
know us,” she said. “If you really feel 
that we’re doing that, especially if you’re 
in New Hampshire, I don’t want to 
sound like a commercial, but why don’t 
you come over and meet us before you 
throw out a judgment about who we are 
and how we raise our children?”

The Grafs said they have taken some 
of the lessons from the show to heart.

Bob Graf spends more time skiing 
with Zacchaeus, and Alex Graf said 
she makes quality “girl time” with her 
daughters. The family sits down to din-
ner together every week, something 
they didn’t always make time for before 
the show.

Alex Graf said she would do the show 
again in a heartbeat. And next time, she 
wouldn’t wait until the second-to-last 
day of fi lming to tell John Medici what 
she really thought of him.

“I don’t think I ever got through to 
him,” she said.

Wife  from page 33

Adam Smith was named to the tenth 
grade High Honor Roll at Tilton School 
for academic achievements during the 
fi rst semester. To be on the High Hon-
or Roll, students must earn academic 
achievement grades of at least three As, 
with the remaining grades Bs. Habits of 
Mind grades must be all As and Bs.

HONOR ROLL
Adam Smith

Alexander Plummer, son of Ja-
net Moore and nephew of Vicky 
Mishcon, graduated from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire with a de-
gree in journalism.

GRADUATED 
Alexander 
Plummer

Samuel Mishcon was named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall semester at the 
University of Vermont. Sam is major-
ing in Sociology.

To qualify for the Dean’s List a stu-
dent must earn a grade point average of 
3.0 or higher and rank in the top 20% of 
their class.

DEAN’S LIST 
Sam Mishcon

Sterling F. Baker, son of Frank S. 
Baker and Lynn Baker of East Andover, 
has been named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2007 semester at Unity College 
in Unity, Maine. Sterling graduated on 
December 31, 2007 from Unity, major-
ing in Aquaculture.

DEAN’S LIST 
Sterling Baker
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