
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 36 • The Andover Beacon • April 2008

By Chelsea Conaboy
Concord Monitor staff
Reprinted from the Concord Monitor
Originally published March 12

For most of us, just showing up to 
town meeting is enough. But some 
folks, like the ones featured here, take 
their civic duty to another level. They 
recalculate budget fi gures, research hot 
(or not-so-hot) topics, draft amendments 
on the fl y, and return to the microphone 
again and again. Without these fi xtures, 
town meeting wouldn’t be the same.
Dennis Fenton, 74, Andover

Dennis Fenton has attended 62 town 
meetings, every meeting but one – he 
was in the Army, stationed in Georgia 
one year – since he started going in 
1944. He was 11 years old then. Town 
meeting is in his genes. His grandfather 
was a selectman in the early 1900s. His 
father was the longtime town moderator 
and school board member. His mother 
started the town planning board.

Fenton said he would skip school, 
against his parents’ wishes, to go to the 
meeting. He liked the spectacle of it.

“Back in the ’40s, the old-timers 
would go in there and they would bang 
and slam and fi ght and fuss with each 
other,” he said. “You would think that 
they absolutely hated the very ground 
that each of them walked on, but they 
would walk out together and you would 

see them laughing with each other.”
Today’s meetings might be slightly 

less raucous. But Fenton thinks people 
are as engaged as they were.

“I think people today, especially 
people who move to small towns like 
Andover, really enjoy the opportunity to 
participate in a government, which they 
don’t have where they come from,” he 
said. “They don’t get as rowdy as they 
used to. But we still have people who 
have things to say.”

Fenton can’t remember just how long 
he has been a selectman. He estimates 
between 20 and 25 years. Asked about 
a memorable meeting, he recounted one 
from the late 1970s. There was a motion 
on the fl oor to increase the size of the 
board of selectmen from three people to 
fi ve. He argued against it.

“After we got all through, somebody 
in the back of the hall raised their hand 
and hollered and said, ‘I agree with ev-
erything that has been said. It certainly 
is enough with three jackasses up there,’ 
“ he said. “I just laughed. I could almost 
see myself saying that.”

The article continues with profi les of:
• Stephany Marchut Lavallee, 59, of 

Henniker (by Shira Schoenberg)
• Harriet Cady, 64, of Deerfi eld (by 

Meg Heckman)
• Boake Morrison, 68, of Bristol (by 

Ethan Wilensky-Lanford)

Dennis Fenton: A Fixture At 
Town Meeting For Over 60 Years

Selectmen Dennis Fenton (r), Roger Godwin (l), and Andy Guptill concentrate 
on the discussion at Town Meeting on March 11. Photo: Bob Bussey

By Linda Varnum
For the Beacon

William Penn once said, “I expect 
to pass through this world but once. 
Any good therefore that I can do, or 
any kindness that I can show to any 
fellow creature, let me do it now.” 

In that spirit, on May 17 and 18 I 
will be in Boston participating in my 
fourth Avon Walk for Breast Cancer. 
My walk this year will be different 
in two ways from my previous three 
walks. First, my walking partner 
for the past three years has decided 
not to walk, so I have joined a team 
called Solo Strutters USA. This team 
is comprised of walkers and crew 
members who do not have walking 
partners.

Second, for the past three years, 
rain or shine, I have stayed in a tent 
in the Wellness Village on Saturday 
night of the event weekend. This year, 
this country girl is going “city,” and 
I will be staying in a hotel with close 
friends and team members. I think 
I’ve already paid my “outside” dues 
this year during some of my training 
walks – you know what the snow and 
ice have been like!

The reason I’m taking part in an-
other walk this year is simple: No one 

found a cure for breast cancer last 
year. The sad news is still the same: 
Every three minutes there is a new di-
agnosis of invasive breast cancer; ev-
ery 14 minutes a life is lost to breast 
cancer; 40,460 women and 450 men 
in the U.S. will die from the disease 
annually. 

In the US, breast cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed cancer among 
women, except for skin cancers. The 
chance of a woman having invasive 
breast cancer some time during her 
life is about 1 in 8.

With each walk I do, I continue to 
hope that together, by raising funds 
and awareness and walking miles for 
the cure, we will fi nd an end to the 
pain and suffering caused by breast 
cancer. 

Do you want to help? You can 
make a secure donation online by 
going to TinyURL.com/36vyyf and 
clicking on the “Click here to Sup-
port Me” button. Or if you prefer to 
write a check, please make it out to 
“Avon Walk for Breast Cancer” and 
send it to me at 83 Agony Hill Road, 
Andover 03216.

If you see a person adorned in pink 
walking around town, it’s probably 
me on one of my training walks. Give 
a wave!

For more info, visit AvonWalk.org.

Linda Varnum Trains For 
Breast Cancer Walk

Even a record-breaking winter can’t 
keep Linda from her training routine!

Audrey J Pellegrino, M.Ed, M.HN

Holistic Nutritionist/EducatorHolistic Nutritionist/Educator
Individual and Family Nutritional 

and Dietary Counseling

“I believe disease can be caused 
and cured through our diet.”

768-3214 • PNutritionist.com
PracticalNutrition@gmail.com

The Practical NutritionistThe Practical Nutritionist

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM
Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

COMPLETE SEPTIC SERVICE

R. T. Lake, Inc. • Webster • 648-2497

• Septic System Reconstruction
• New Construction & Installation
• Pump Outs

Quality Consignments Quality Consignments 
For Your HomeFor Your Home

Consignment is Consignment is 
Recycling Recycling 

at its at its 
BestBest

333 Central Street, Franklin333 Central Street, Franklin
934-9341934-9341

Tues - Thurs & Sat: 10-4 • Fri: 10-6Tues - Thurs & Sat: 10-4 • Fri: 10-6
Gift Certifi cates AvailableGift Certifi cates Available


