
The Andover Beacon • May 2008 • Page 3

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

By Chelsea Conaboy
Concord Monitor staff
Reprinted from the Concord Monitor
Originally published on April 8

When Andover selectmen were 
interviewing candidates to become 
town administrator, they were looking 
for someone who could pick up where 
outgoing administrator Mark Stetson 
would leave off. They found that person 
in Dana Hadley.

“His personality and his style are a 
lot of what we just lost in Mark Stetson,” 
said Chairman Dennis Fenton. “We 
thought we were very successful with 
what we had, so we were looking for 
more of the same.”

Hadley, 53, is one week into his new 
job. He has well-worn shoes to fi ll.

Stetson, 48, left the offi ce March 31, 
after exactly 13 years on the job. He and 
his wife, Susan, ran Stetson’s Village 
Store in Andover for more than fi ve 
years before they sold it and he began 
work for the town in 1992.

He said the job offered him a chance 
to keep working with the townspeople 
whom he had come to know and care 
for at the store.

Over the years, he said, he stayed 
because there were important projects 
that needed to be done: restoring the 
Cilleyville covered bridge, adding on to 
the town offi ces, building a new police 

station, and renovating the library.
“Being a part of those and other proj-

ects in town was certainly very reward-
ing, and that was a good reason to keep 
going,” he said.

Yesterday was Stetson’s fi rst day as 
an assessor with Avitar Associates of 
New England. Stetson said assessing 
was a part of his job in Andover that 
he always enjoyed, and after so many 
years there, he fi gured it was time for 
a change.

Hadley comes most recently from 
a job as administrator with the town 
of Canaan. He was born and raised in 
Temple and has a degree in accounting 
from Franklin Pierce College. In 1992, 
he became assistant town administra-
tor in Peterborough, a job he held for 
12 years. He served three years as town 
administrator in Canaan, starting in 
2004.

The board of selectmen in Canaan 
did not renew Hadley’s contract. Chair-
man Bob Reagan would not explain 
why. He said yesterday that the decision 
was made in nonpublic session. Hadley 
said he departed on good terms.

“They decided that they wanted to 
go in a different direction, I guess,” he 
said.

Fenton said the Andover selectmen 
interviewed four of 15 applicants. Three 

Andover Welcomes Dana Hadley,
Our New Town Administratorthe starter greenhouse up to “number 

2” or “number 1.” 
“Some things need to be cooler to 

keep them growing,” she said. Gordon 
explained the difference between types 
of greenhouses, saying that their num-
ber 2 greenhouse is made from a Cor-
nell University design. He explained 
how the heat, fans, and vents worked to 
move the air and keep things at just the 
right temperature.

Some seedlings Ellen starts from 
seed, but others that are harder to ger-
minate she buys as starters from larger 
growers. 

Although she studies about plants and 
growing techniques, she says she learns 
best by doing . Early in February she be-
gins her seeds under lights in the starter 
room. Some days are spent starting 
seeds, and other days just checking the 
plants for growth. She carefully moves 
her plugs from one stage to another. 

Ellen seems to have a natural knack 
for knowing when to transplant her 
plugs to larger containers, and when to 
move them from the starter room to the 
greenhouses.

Gordon does all the cutting and prop-
agating of the stock plants such as the 
geraniums and other perennials. He was 
once given a four-pack bulb set of an or-
chid. That started his love of those beau-
tiful plants. He has a number of beauties 
growing in greenhouse number 1.

By the time Gordon had retired from 

Polyclad in 1995, he and Ellen had nu-
merous greenhouses and a large orchard 
and cider press business. They decided 
to downsize in 1998, closing the stand 
in Franklin and gradually getting out of 
the cider and apple business. 

Now they sell to a few landscapers 
and wholesale people, but mostly they 
grow their plants for local people and 
their gardens. Ellen watches the trends 
and makes decisions about what will 
sell best. She is seldom far off.

As we walked the greenhouses, I saw 
the pansies that I want to plant in my bar-
rels this year. Spring fever kicked in and 
it was hard to leave them there! I asked 
about the double petunias and what kinds 
of tomatoes she was starting.

Later, as we sat at her kitchen table, I 
was attracted to the birdfeeders outside 
her window. There were chick-a-dees, to-
whees, woodpeckers, juncos, and many 
others I can’t spell or pronounce. There 
was even a migrating Yellow Rump 
Myrtle Warbler passing though with little 
yellow spots on his head and sides. 

Gordon says birds aren’t the only crit-
ters around, though. The Osbornes have 
wintered over 13 turkeys, four deer, vari-
ous raccoons and squirrels, and what El-
len calls the “one-half stray cat.”

Well I, for one, am glad the Osbornes 
are still doing the garden plants and fl ow-
ers. I can hardly wait for the day to come 
when I fi nd myself with a Jeep full of 
plants and fl owers I just bought from El-
len and Gordon Osborne at the Hillside 
Orchard. See you there!

Hillside  from page 1

See Hadley  on page 5

Real Estate Is Local, Not National
Just as one wouldn’t look at a national weather forecast 
to determine if you need an umbrella today, a story in the 
newspaper or on TV about national real estate trends is 
not likely to provide accurate information for buyers and 
sellers in New Hampshire.

The nation’s worst real estate markets dropped as much as 
12% from 2006 to 2007. The national average was down 
3.3%, but New Hampshire was down less than half that 
amount at 1.6%. (Figures are from the New Hampshire 
Association of Realtors®.) New Hampshire’s price correc-
tion can much more accurately be called a fl attening rather 
than a plummeting or crumbling. 

Not everything is rosy – the number of sales is down and 
inventory is up, a traditional buyers market. But those of us 
in New Hampshire should not panic; market cycles are a 
fact of life.

There is not a single right answer for every home buyer or 
seller. At Lake Farm Realty, we encourage each customer 
to look at his or her own circumstances before determining 
whether it’s best to act now or later. Our business is to give 
a proper, honest assessment to each client as to what is in 
his or her best interest.

Lake Farm Realty is ready to help. Come in and talk to 
us.

Art Urie Ed Becker

Landscaping Landscaping 
& Excavation& ExcavationJ&B J&B 

For all your dirt working needs
735.5212735.5212

• Walls
• Septic Systems
• House Sites

• Loam, Mulch, & Stone
• Hydro-Seeding
• Driveways

Hillside Orchard GreenhousesHillside Orchard Greenhouses
Open For The Season 

On May 8
Flower & Vegetable Plants

Pansies • Perennials
Geraniums 

Petunias • Hangers
Licorice • Vinca • Dracaena

Gift Certifi cates Available
We will be open on Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th

Directions:
From Route 11 
in East Andover, 
turn onto Flaghole 
Road. Follow the 
signs three miles 
to Hillside Orchard 
Greenhouses at
665 Flaghole Rd.
934-4020

Hours:
Open Tues to Sun, 
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
Closed Mondays.


