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Most of the property is in Danbury, with 
small parcels in Andover and Hill.

The group’s focus during planning 
has been on sustainability and green 
design. They have partnered with the 
Audubon International Signature Pro-
gram for wildlife management and 
land stewardship. The master plan 
design endeavors to blend with the 
natural resources, control land use, 
minimize grading, decrease wetland 
impact, and improve overall energy 
effi ciency. They are also working with 
the Society for the Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests on conservation 
easements to assure 80% conservation 
of the property for open, non-motor-
ized recreational use. A hiking system 
is planned using existing trails that will 
hook up with the Sunapee-Ragged-
Kearsarge Greenway.

An outline, by area, of some of the 
proposed changes follows:
The Ski Area

• Expansion from 157 acres to 232 
acres of trails, including an area on 
Pinnacle Peak in Andover. A vis-
ibility study has not yet been con-
ducted, so it is not known whether 
the lift tower will be visible from 
Andover

• Improvements in snow-making ef-
fi ciency and grooming

• Trail enhancement to include upper 
intermediate slopes to challenge 
skiers

• Upgrades to the lift and lodge 
facility

• Snow melt control.
The Golf Course

• Expansion from 163 acres to 196 
acres. This will include areas on 
both sides of Ragged Mountain 
Road in Danbury.

• Decrease wetlands impact by in-
creasing the setback from Dan-

bury's Bog Pond and from streams.
• Reconfi gure the entire course to 

better fi t in with the natural terrain.
Village and Residential

• Expansion from 20 acres of village 
core to 480 acres of village and 
residential.

• Residential will be done in phas-
es, beginning with 130 units on 
the western side, moving gradu-
ally eastward. Units are on one- to 
three-acre lots. The pre-designed 
cabins are 1,300 to 2,200 square 
feet and will cost $500,000 to 
$750,000.

• Construction of community water 
and sewage treatment system. The 
plant would produce drinking qual-
ity water, which will be used for ir-
rigation and snow-making.

• Construction of water tank for stor-
age and fi re suppression.

• Construction of a new access road 
off Route 4 which would hook up 
with Wiggin Road in South Danbury 
and then to Ragged Mountain Road. 
This will deter additional traffi c on 
New Canada Road.

The proposed expansion will be 
phased in over a 10-year period. Phase 
One includes redesigning the golf 
course, installation of a practice range, 
a new beginner ski area, upgrade and 
expansion of snow-making, new main-
tenance yards, and the beginning of 
residential construction. Ski slope ex-
pansion on Pinnacle Peak in Andover is 
not slated to take place for another two 
to three years.

The next point of Andover involve-
ment is expected in approximately 60 
days when a fi scal impact study regard-
ing regional infrastructure for police 
and emergency services is completed. 
The study will be submitted to the 
Danbury Planning Board as part of the 
RMR application for approval of the 
fi rst development phase.
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By Dana Hadley
Andover Town Administrator

For the last several issues of the Bea-
con, there have been various updates 
and stories about the Highland Lake 
dam project. The contractor is expected 
to be done with his phase of the project 
by the time your issue of this newspaper 
fi nds its way into your mailbox. 

It has been a very time-consuming 
project and very intrusive to Maple 
Street residents. The net result, though, 
is the enhanced safety of Maple Street 
and protection of Highland Lake and 
private properties on the lake and down-

The new dam on Highland Lake is fi nally complete. Photo: Charlie Darling

Highland Lake Dam Project Update
stream of the dam. 

In every project, there are issues and 
events that change the course of the 
project’s progression to completion. 
This project was no exception, and 
six “change orders” were necessary to 
address the unforeseen. Two change 
orders were necessary as engineering 
based on 1978 construction documents 
did not match the records on fi le. Two 
change orders were weather-related 
thanks to the April 2007 rain storm 
and the February 2008 snow storm. 
Both caused damages to the work in 
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Common Wisdom
De-clutter, remove family pictures, paint the walls in neu-
tral light colors, have every surface bright shiny clean. 
When a showing is scheduled, no pets, no children, 
no dishes and no laundry: Who can live like that? Who 
wants to live like that? A motivated seller! If you do all 
this, your house will sell more quickly. You will have to 
live that way only a short time.

With all of the advice from television shows about stag-
ing your home and magazines with decorating advice to 
help sell your house, what’s a seller to do? All the advice 
on readying your home for sale can feel overwhelming. 
It is all good advice, but you can’t do everything.

Think about this. In order to bring its full value and to sell 
in a reasonable time, your house has to compete with ev-
ery other property on the market. Buyers have to picture 
themselves living in your house, not just see how you are 
living in your house. To achieve this, pretend your house 
is a model home, sparsely furnished, lightly decorated in 
neutral colors and is spotlessly clean. Professional devel-
opers do it this way because it works. You can, too.

Do I have to do all of it? No, but If you don’t want to be 
sitting on your property while other houses are selling, 
you’ll do as much as you can.

Lake Farm Realty is ready to help. Come in and talk to us.

Art Urie Ed Becker

• Board Secretary since 1999 

• 12 years on Board of National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

• CCD (Credentialed Cooperative Director) 

Vote for Experience: 

• Implement new technologies 

• Support growth of renewable energy 

• Empower members through energy efficiency 

Vote for a Strong Cooperative: 

Cast Your Vote by June 15! 

Vote Gail Paine for 
NH Electric Co-op Board of Directors 


