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By Tom Frantz
FNRT

The Andover Fourth of July Com-
mittee, in conjunction with the Friends 
of the Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack 
County (FNRT), is holding a 5K Run/
Walk as one of Andover’s Fourth of 
July activities. The out-and-back event 
on Andover’s rail trail will start at 9 
AM on July 4 at the Blackwater Park 
off Lawrence Street. Registration will 
begin at 8 AM.

The entire race will be held on the 

Andover’s Firecracker 5K
newly converted rail trail that passes 
through Andover. The course is fl at, 
fast, and scenic. There will be free t-
shirts given to all entrants. The top 
male and female overall fi nishers will 
each receive $50. Unique awards will 
be presented to the top three male and 
female fi nishers in each age category. 

Details and registration materials are 
available by calling 735-6490 or by vis-
iting FNRT.org.

Please join us as we make this race a 
part of Andover’s Fourth of July tradition.

FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE
By Judy Perreault
Andover Fourth of July Committee

Once again fortune smiled on us, 
and we were able to secure two bands 
for our Fourth of July parade. The 
Bektash Drum and Bugle Corps will be 
back with us this year. They have been 
regulars at our parade, and everyone 
enjoys their colorful outfi ts and patri-
otic music. 

The Northeast Air National Guard 
Ceremonial Band will also be here. It 
is one of the most requested units in 
the area, and we are honored that they 
were able to make an appearence in 
Andover. Leapin’ Lena will be back 
with us, as well as Captain Morrill, 
Uncle Sam, the Kearsage Community 
Band, the Andover One Wheelers, the 
Scouts, a children’s parade, and an as-
sortment of vintage cars, trucks, fl oats, 
and fi re engines.

The theme this year is Railroad Days, 
and we are looking forward to some in-
teresting fl oats. There are money prizes 
for fl oats and animal entries. Joyce Egge 
of Equine Homes Real Estate is provid-
ing the animal prize money.

You may register the day of the pa-
rade, or if you had a form mailed to you 
just bring it with you. Judging time has 
been moved up and will be from 10:30 
to 11:30.

There is a children’s parade under 
the leadership of Sara Tracy-Arone. 
They meet at the Pro Claim Building 
on Main Street.

There is a lot going on, starting with 
the Andover Lions Club breakfast, the 
Flea Market on the Village Green, the 
Firecracker 5K race, the One Wheelers 
demonstration, the Closest to the Pin 
contest, Barnyard Bingo, a band concert, 
an ice cream social, and fi reworks. 

Vendors on the green are selling all 
sorts of good stuff, and the smells from 
the food booths just make your mouth 
water. I don’t know how I can come from 
breakfast and still want a hot dog when 
I get to the Green. It’s a day for eating, 
not dieting. The One Wheelers will be 
selling food before the fi reworks.

The schedule of events will be in 
July’s issue of The Andover Beacon, 
and at the end of June programs will be 
available around town. On the Fourth 
you can get your program at the grand-
stand or at the Beacon’s Old Home Day 
tent, which is a great place to sit and 
visit for a while.

If you haven’t been contacted for 
a donation, please send one to Irene 
Jewett, PO Box 36, East Andover 03231. 
Your contributions are what have kept 
this wonderful community celebration 
going for 66 years.

By Chuck Ellis
Deputy Fire Chief, Andover Fire Dept.

Once in a while fi re departments 
get to burn down a house for training. 
On Sunday, May 18, the Andover and 
East Andover Fire Departments were 
invited to Wilmot to participate in what 
we call “Live Burn Training.” What 
happens at these trainings takes a lot of 
time and planning to set up, like water 
supply and thoroughly going through 
the building to eliminate any hazards 
that might cause injury.

Fires were set in sections of the 
building and crews consisting of Search 
(to look for potential victims), Attack 
(to knock the fi re down), and Back-up 
(to follow the Attack crew and be ready 
to assist them if needed) were sent in.

As crews are sent in they are moni-
tored by Safety Offi cers who make 
sure none of the crews get in harm’s 
way and also keep in check the integ-
rity of the building as fi res are lit and 
extinguished. When a couple of evo-
lutions are performed in one area of 
the building we move to another.

Outside the building there is a lot go-
ing on, also. You have Command Offi -
cer who coordinates all things going on; 
Operations Offi cer, who coordinates the 
crews going into the building; Account-
ability, who accounts for all personnel 
as they go in and out of the building; 
Water Supply, who coordinate water 

fl ow; and Rehabilitation Crew who 
monitor vital signs and general condi-
tion of crews.

We would like to thank the Wilmot 
Fire Department for inviting us to their 
Live Fire Training. These types of train-
ing are far and few between and very 
benefi cial to us fi refi ghters.

If you have any interest in becoming 
a volunteer fi refi ghter, please stop in 
the Andover Fire Station and talk to us. 
There is a job for everybody, and train-
ing is available. We get some people 
who just want to help in any way they 
can, and some who get trained so they 
can participate in all aspects of fi re-
fi ghting. 

Come and help us help you. We meet 
at the fi re station on Main Street on 
Mondays at 7 PM.

Also, if you have a junk car you 
would like to donate to us, we will take 
it to train with the Jaws of Life.

The live burn training house ablaze.
 Photo: Jeff Miller

Andover Fire Department

1.800.524.9243

• Commercial
• Residential
• Fire Alarm
• Security
• Card Access
• Testing
• Inspection
• Maintenance
• Intercoms
• Central Vacuum 

Systems
• Camera / Video
• Temperature 

Control
• Freeze Alarm
• 24 hr. UL Listed 

Central Station

• Let us protect your investment with 
24 HOUR MONITORING.

• Prevent FROZEN pipes & FLOODED 
basements.

• Save on heating costs. Arrive to a warm 
home in the winter and a cool home in 
the summer with REMOTE ACCESS 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL.

• Complete alarm coverage from 
Pelham to Pittsburg.

• Call today for a free consultation and 
evaluation.

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs

37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com

Landscaping Landscaping 
& Excavation& ExcavationJ&B J&B 

For all your dirt working needs
735.5212735.5212

• Walls
• Septic Systems
• House Sites

• Loam, Mulch, & Stone
• Hydro-Seeding
• Driveways

S u p p o r t  O u r  A d v e r t i s e r s !
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 


