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David GC Hildebrand of Andover (pictured with Kaity Colburn, his sister) 
graduated Summa Cum Laude on May 2 from Northeastern University 
with a degree in mathematical biochemistry.  He is currently working in 
research at Children’s Hospital in Boston where he plans to stay until re-
turning to graduate school in 2009.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Julie Mayo
For the Beacon

Francis “Franny” “Farmer” Frame 
lives a quiet life in East Andover now, 
but that wasn’t always the case.

Franny’s traveling began in 1936 when 
he fi rst started working with horses. He 
would begin a 30-day rotation to various 
local racetracks – Rockingham, Suffolk, 
and Narragansett – or be off to Texas, 
where he spent his fi rst racetrack win-
ter, or be off to California, New Orleans, 
Detroit, or Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

At each place, a group of three peo-
ple would go into a tack room, cover the 
stalls and fl oor with heavy paper, and, 
using the wire from bales of hay, put up 
paper rafters to create a “nice and clean” 
room, a home for the next month. 

The routine was established: Get up at 
5 AM, feed the horses hay and oats or 
whatever mixture was required, and then 
go themselves to have breakfast. Pre-race 
duties included grooming the horses, tap-
ing their legs, preparing their manes, put-
ting on the dressed saddles, and leading 
the horses to the racetrack. Watching the 
race and caring for the horses afterwards 
completed their busy days.

The Kentucky Derby brings back 
fond memories for valet Frame. He used 
to have framed photographs of horses, 
winners or not, jockeys, and trainers, 
which he gave to his granddaughter who 
had studied husbandry in England.

“Peanut” was the nickname Franny 
gave to a horse so small for a race horse. 
“He was a mean old dude,” he says, with 
a wistful smile. “I didn’t know it – found 
out afterwards. Truth is, he’d been abused. 
Peanut didn’t go along with man-handling. 
If you raised your hand, he’d change from 
day to night and he would bite.”

If you went to put a saddle on him 
and he was pinched by the girth, Peanut 
would go straight up in the air. “I was 
holding the horse by standing in front 
of him,” recalled Franny. “He was up-
set by the person putting on the saddle, 
and Peanut was up in the air, landing 
with one foot on my left arm and his 
other foot on my right arm. He fell to 
the ground, and we just stared at each 
other. I talked to him, and from then on 
we were friends. I could put my arm 
over his withers.”

Mostly you tied up a horse to work on 
him, but Franny would keep him loose, sit 
down under him, and work on his legs.

“I would take the lead shank and 
throw it over Peanut’s shoulder, and he’d 
follow me just like a dog. When Peanut 
would roam free in the paddock at Ed-
wards, Illinois, I’d go up to the fence, 
call his name, and he’d come right over 
and follow me.”

The horse’s real name was Bright 
Arc, and when the owner fi rst claimed 
him, he had fi nished in second place 
eight times.

Another horse with whom everyone 

Francis Frame: Horse Whisperer, 
WWII Veteran, Firefighter

Francis Frame Photo: Julie Mayo

See Frame  on page 35

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime735-5984

Decks • Additions 
Garages • Homes • Remodeling 

Roofi ng • Siding

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help gathering news of all our friends and neighbors - 
births, graduations, marriages, anniversaries, honors, and other notable events.


