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By Sandra Harding
Camp Marlyn alumna

I was happy to fi nd this picture of my 
cabin mates at Camp Marlyn in 1956. 
Person #1 is Linda Corson, #2 is me, 
Sandra Harding, and #3 is Jo Hamp.

Fifty-two years ago in 1956 we were 
10 years old and in our third year at camp. 
My cousin, Carolyn Janes, also went to 
camp, but being a couple of years older, 
she was in a different cabin. 

Each cabin was named after a tree, 
and I think this time we were in Tam-
arack. The four of us “townies” had 
shared our cabins with girls from dif-
ferent towns or states. 

The cabins held two counselors and 
eight campers. The counselors’ bunks 
were in the front of the cabin, near the 
door, and we campers had bunk beds, 
four on each side of the cabin. When 
we changed our beds once a week we 
moved to the next bed so everyone had 
a different spot. 

The sides of the cabins were large 
screens with huge shutters that the 
counselors closed when it was raining 
so our beds didn’t get soaked. I vividly 
remember at least two hurricanes that 
were terrifying, and we had to run up to 
the main lodge (called the Owl’s Nest) 
so we’d be safe. 

There were no bathrooms in the 
cabins, and we had to trek down a 
path to the “Bubble” to wash or show-
er and another path to the toilets that 
was called the “Bazoo” – very creepy 
at night.

Linda Corson’s parents, George and 
Polly, worked at Camp Marlyn during 
the summers and her brother, Lynn, 
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was there also. Linda and I had lunch 
together a few weeks ago and caught 
up on our lives. Unfortunately, Linda 
will not be able to attend our reunion 
planned for September 8 at the old 
Camp Marlyn because of previous va-
cation plans in Greece, but she has de-
voted a lot of time working on this re-
union with several other campers and 
counselors.

I lost contact with Jo Hamp right 
after high school in 1963 and fi nally 
found her this year, living in Maine 
with her husband. Jo has promised 
to come down from Maine for that 
day.

We’re hoping previous employees of 
Camp Marlyn will join us. You can e-
mail me at SNHarding@comcast.net so I 
can share the good news with the other 
members!

GENTLEMEN OF THE HIGHWAYS
February 1, 1962

THIS STORY OF ANDOVER YESTERDAYS concerns a character seldom seen today 
in this area – the professional tramp or hobo. 

Even in the early days of settlement there were a few individuals who 
preferred a vagabond life on the open road to acquiring roots and a permanent 
home with its attendant responsibilities. According to old accounts these 
fi rst wanderers were a different breed from 
the colorless characters of more recent times. 
They were tellers of stories, offered tricks 
and entertainment in return for food or a 
night’s lodging, and were not unwelcome as a 
diversion in the stay-at-home life of the early 
settlers. 

The Andover History tells of one such 
called “Jaquish” who strolled through town 
annually for about twenty years: 

…picking up a precarious living by various 
simple devices and entertainments. At fi rst 
he was accompanied by a heifer and a pig, 
but later, owing to some unusual exposure 
he had one foot frozen, rendering it almost useless, after which with that 
foot wrapped in a mass of rags he tramped his route alone and generally 
with the aid of crutches. The heifer and pig were trained to perform certain 
simple tricks, while he was ready to furnish what he considered moral and 
religious entertainment to any group of interested listeners. Some of his 
prices were as follows
 For jumping his heifer over a pole, 5 cents
 For jumping his pig over a lower pole, 2 cents
 For praying he charged 5 cents
 For preaching a sermon 15 cents
In form and logical presentation the prayer and sermon were not inferior to 
many heard in country churches. Exposure and lack of proper nourishment 
fi nally sapped a weak, but not vicious life, wedded to the dust, fl owers and 
freedom of the roadside, and about 1845 there came a springtime when the 
painfully plodding fi gure was missed along his accustomed way.…

The following is an excerpt from the Andover Historical Society’s book of 
newspaper columns by Ralph Chaffee entitled Elder Moody’s Hat and Other Sto-
ries of Andover, available at the Potter Place museum or on the Village Green on 
the Fourth of July.

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267
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New London Garden Club
42nd  Annual

ANTIQUE SHOW & SALE
On the Green, Main Street
New London, New Hampshire

Saturday, July 26, 2008
9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Rain or Shine
Donation:  $5.00

Garden Club Flower Arrangements For Sale
Homemade Lunch & Desserts Available

Early admission 8:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.  $20.00


