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– W. H. Cole’s little girl, about a year 
old, died of cholera infantum last Fri-
day. Funeral at 2:30 Sunday. Interment 
at Lakeside Cemetery.

August 27, 1908: East Andover – At 
the Old Home Meeting Sunday eve-
ning, the church was well fi lled and the 
speakers were all very interesting. Dr. 
H. A. Weymouth presided in his usual 
pleasing manner. 

The fi rst speaker was Hon. C. E. Carr, 
who gave some very apt illustrations to 
begin with and then read a fi ne original 
poem; Miss Winona Ward sang a solo. 
Prof. John R. Eastman gave a short sketch 
of the fi rst church in town, which was on 
the site of the one in which the services 
were held. He also spoke of the grave 
of the fi rst settler, which was marked 
only by a fl at stone the same as would 
be found in any fi eld. The grave of the 
fi rst schoolmaster was also in the same 
lot, marked in the same way. He thought 
they deserved a more fi tting tablet, and 
others heartily endorsed his idea. 

John Danforth had a solo. Dr. Wey-
mouth gave reminiscences of his long 
life and associations in town and read 
an appropriate poem, author unknown. 
W. H. Todd spoke very ably, his sub-
ject being neighborliness as applied to 
the family, the neighborhood, and the 
town, as one could not practice the idea 
without being benefi ted themselves as 
well as helping the community. All the 
speakers referred to the same subject. 

The meeting was closed by singing 
America. Such a meeting cannot but 
make of all, participants and hearers, 
better townsmen.

Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.

August 6, 1908: East Andover – El-
len Josephine Rowe, wife of Frank G. 
Hersey, who passed to the higher life 
early on Wednesday morning, July 
29, was born at Andover, February 
25, 1840. She was the daughter of Ja-
cob and Polly (Emery) Rowe, both her 
paternal and maternal ancestors being 
among the earliest settlers of Andover. 
She leaves a husband and two daugh-
ters. She attended the old Highland 
Lake Institute at East Andover and the 
Franklin Academy, afterward teaching 
until her marriage. 

Faithful and effi cient in the church 
and other organizations of which she 
was a member, the strength and beauty 
of her character and the culture of her 
mind were impressed upon all who 
came in contact with her, either in so-
ciety or in the home, which she made 
“home” in the surest sense. Here her 
beautiful hospitality was dispensed 
through many years to old and young 
– reverently to the old, and with good 
comradeship and unerring advice to the 
young. And here, in the home, where 
she was born and lived the greater part 
of her life, the simple and impressive 
funeral services were held. Pallbearers 
were cousins Josiah Emery of Henniker; 
R. R. Emery, H. L. Emery, and E. Jay 
Emery of Andover. Burial was in Lake-
side Cemetery.

August 13, 1908: East Andover 

100 Years Ago

August 1908

These are just a few of the antiques and other treasures that await bid-
ders at the Andover Historical Society’s big auction on Sunday, August 3 at 
noon.  Photo: Bob Bussey

By Ralph Ressler
For the Beacon

Here’s a story that explains the name 
of one of our area land marks.

Early in the civil war the Confeder-
acy contracted to build two ships from 
an English shipbuilder. England at the 
time was neutral, so this was done sur-
reptitiously. 

The English found out about the 
scheme just as one of the ships was 
completed and made a run for it. In the 
Azores it was retrofi tted as a war ship 
and given a new name, the CSS Ala-
bama, and a full crew. 

The Alabama was commanded by 
admiral Raphael Semms, who was 
from Mobile, Alabama. Over the next 
several months, from 1863 to 1864, the 
Alabama took down some 68 merchant 
ships bound for the Union from as far 
away as the Indian Ocean. Some were 
sunk; others were captured, declared 
contraband, and sold with the profi ts 
going to the Confederacy.

After months at sea and little in the 
way of signifi cant repair, the Alabama 
put in to the port of Cherbourg, in 

France. The Union warships had been 
following the Alabama for some time 
and fi nally cornered her there. 

After several days the Alabama 
came out to sea in broad daylight to 
give battle and was eventually sunk. 
The ship that sank the Alabama was 
the Union ship USS Kearsarge. Her 
commanding offi cer: Captain John 
Winslow. 

Admiral Semms survived and re-
turned eventually to Mobile, where 
references like the name of a hotel and 
the like can be found, just as the John 
Winslow State Park is found here in 
New Hampshire, on Wilmot side of 
Mount Kearsarge.

The great battle between the 
Kearsarge and the Alabama was cap-
tured in a famous painting by French 
Impressionist painter Edourd Manet.

Further dates and material can be 
found on the Internet about Admiral 
Semms. There is also a book available 
based upon Admiral Semms’ log.
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Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

OLD TIME FAIR
Sunday, August 3

Potter Place
Auction at Noon 

Flea Market
Crafts Demonstrations
Food • Farmer’s Market

Irish Music by O’hAnleigh

New Hours starting Sept 1: Open 5 days - Thurs. thru Mon. 10-6, Sun.11-5, Closed Tues. & Wed.

FRANKLIN ANTIQUE MARKET
361 Central Street, Franklin, NH 03235 Tel: 603.934.2800    www.franklinantiques.com 

New Hampshire’s Premier Antique Group Shop
12,000 sq. ft. gallery of Quality American, European, and Asian antiques—

furniture, art, glass, rugs, pottery and much more. . .

We Purchase Antiques!

38 Years in the Business
All work done by owner and son
New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Tile, Carpet, Tile, 
and Linoleumand Linoleum

DOUG & SONS DOUG & SONS 
FLOORINGFLOORING

Free 
Estimates

Please Donate
The Beacon relies on your support.


