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By Janice Porter Litchfi eld, ‘47-’54
and Claudette Meier, ‘63-’06

Writes Janice, “In 1931, Camp 
Marlyn for Girls opened on Elbow Pond 
in Andover. The name was created from 
the MAR of Margaret Hoban and LYN 
of her friend Evelyn Boynton. Margaret 
(or Peg) had a brother, Bernard ‘Bud’ 
Hoban, who was owner and director of 
Camp Wallula in New London and as-
sisted in the fi nancial arrangements for 
Marlyn’s beginning.

“The fi rst camper was Marjorie 
Kopf, whose daughter and granddaugh-
ters attended through the 1950s.

“The site Camp Marlyn leased on 
Elbow Pond was sold in 1937, so a new 
site on Beech Hill in Andover was se-
cured. Mount Kearsarge and little 
Bradley Lake became the new Marlyn. 
Alan Thompson, the building contrac-
tor, created 15 new buildings for the 
1938 opening.

“During the fi rst camping season, 
campers selected the site for the new 
chapel. Mrs. Wadleigh served as the 
Marlyn cook for eight summers. She 
was replaced by Mrs. Keith, who served 
through the 1950s.

“The new Marlyn site, formerly 
known as Timberdale Farm, returned 
to farming during World War II. ‘Pop’ 
and ‘Mom’ Sheldon created a self-suffi -
cient farm that provided the camp with 
most of its food. To augment gas ra-
tions, horses were used to pull wagons 
to church, the post offi ce, the train sta-
tion, and to handle medical runs.

“Trips continued, but were much closer 
to the camp. Canoes plied the Blackwater 
River and horses explored Ragged and 
Kearsarge mountains. Horse-drawn 
wagons carried trippers to the farms of 
Ben Little and Sarah Sawyer.

“In 1945, Alan Thompson had to 
leave, and Mr. George Corson, Head-
master of Andover High School, took his 
place as Superintendent of Grounds.

“In 1963, Claudette Meier and her hus-
band bought the camp. Claudette, a phys-
ical education teacher from Long Island, 
with an MS degree in Administration and 
Supervision of Camping and Outdoor 
Education from New York University, 
thus became the youngest private camp 
owner and director in New England.”

Writes Claudette, “In the 1960s the 
trend was a shift to co-ed camps, but af-
ter a year the values of an all-girls camp 
took hold in my heart and mind.

“After a winter trip to Marlyn, so 
beautiful in her white seasonal gown, 
the decision was made to offer a win-
ter camp experience of skiing, sledding, 
snowmobiling, dog sled rides, etc.

“During the years 1966 through1970, 
the Guptills of East Andover (Andy 
Guptill’s grandparents) were very much 
a part of Marlyn. Grace was our offi ce 
manager, and Leo taught some of our 
campers to harness and drive a pony 
cart. What wonderful times those were! 
Marlyn always had an outstanding 
equestrian program and now the pur-

A History Of Camp Marlyn

chase of our own horses began.
“In 1969 we sold our home in Port 

Jefferson, New York, packed up every-
thing – including my mother, known to 
all campers as ‘Gran’ – and moved to 
camp year-round.

“Within two years the Main Lodge 
was winterized and renamed The Owl’s 
Nest Lodge. It was used as a conference 
center in the off season from September 
to June.

“At the same time, the arena was 
added to the barn, and we had an in-
door riding school! A Tack Shop was 
also created in the Farm House. The 
riding program became so strong that 
at the close of the regular eight-week 
camp program a one-week riding camp 
was instituted.

“Along the way a farm-animals pro-
gram was created. There were sheep and 
lambs, chickens, rabbits, cows, and goats. 
This was for campers during the summer 
and for Claudette during the off season.

“Due to health problems, Marlyn 
was leased from the 1980s and on to Pat 
Vannorsdal. Pat taught at Olivet Col-
lege in Michigan and co-directed camp 
in the summers. She moved onto the 
property and operated both Marlyn and 
the Owl’s Nest Lodge Conference Cen-
ter for a good number of years. 

When she retired, Leona and Bill Jen-
kins of East Andover took over the facili-
ties until the sudden and very sad passing 
of Bill at very early age. Marlyn ceased 
to function as a camp in the mid 1990s, 
after 64 years of incredible memories. 
However, the Owl’s Nest Lodge contin-
ued welcoming groups year-round. 

The Ice House, Lake House (Mrs. 
Steve’s cottage), and Beech Lodge were 
refurbished and made available as rent-
als to couples and families from April 
thru October. If those old buildings 
could only talk!”

Janice continues, “In 2006, Deb 
Brower purchased the property from 
Claudette, re-naming it Bluewater 
Farm. It is now a conference center/
rustic resort. Restorations have been 
made to the lodge exterior and the hill-
side chapel. Many buildings remain 
intact, including the Farmhouse, the 
Ice House, the craft shops, many of the 
campers’ sleeping lodges, the tree fort, 

Elder Moody’s Hat, the Video - Larry Chase has been hard at work this 
summer organizing a video of local people reading excerpts from Elder 
Moody’s Hat and Other Stories of Andover, a book published by the Andover 
Historical Society that collects Ralph Chaffee’s Franklin Journal-Transcript 
columns about Andover from the 1960s.

In this photo, videographer Ethney McMahon prepares to shoot Town 
Clerk Marj Roy reading aloud from Elder Moody’s Hat on the steps of the 
historic Highland Lake Grange Hall. 

Watch for Elder Moody’s Hat, the Video, coming to a DVD near you later 
this year. Photo: Larry Chase

See Marlyn  on page 26
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Fine Art • Vintage Clothing • Silver • Furniture • Linens

Pottery • Custom Woodcraft • Crystal • Early Bottles • Collectibles

Ever Changing … Always FunEver Changing … Always Fun
Pancake Rd. and Rte. 11 Tues-Sat  10-5 • Sun  12-5
603-735-4100 www.ConstantQuilter.com

Antiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter

E
st

a
te

 J
e

w
e

lr
y

 

MYFAIRLADY
July 29-Aug 3 • Aug 5-10

FIDDLERONTHEROOF
Aug 12-17 • Aug 19-24

AgathaChristie’sTHEUNEXPECTEDGUEST
Aug 26-31

AGRANDNIGHTFORSINGING
MondaysOnly
Aug 4, 18, 2 & 8pm
A joyous evening filled with the remarkable songs of Rodgers & Hammerstein

PERFORMANCES: Tues-Sat 8pm, Sun, 5pm, Wed & selected Mondays 2pm
PRICES: Evenings $29.50,MatineesWed/Mon 2pm$23.50, under 16 $15.00

ALL SEATS RESERVED

603.526.6710/4631

84 Main Street, New London, NH 03257 • WWW.nlbarn.org • 800.633.2276
New London Barn Playhouse is a 501(c)(3) Corp. Note: Dates and titles subject to availability
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