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By Alan Hanscom
Andover Recreation Committee

The dog days of summer make it 
tough to be thinking about autumn, but 
Labor Day will be here before we know 
it! Our children are getting excited 
about the new soccer season. It should 
be a fun one.

Andover Recreation has three lev-
els of soccer beginning with fi rst and 
second graders. The youngsters play 
on Saturday mornings and learn basic 
skills like dribbling, passing, and scor-
ing. There are a lot of chances to kick 
the ball and run around. The kids and 
adults have a great time.

The third and fourth graders have a 
girls and a boys team and play games 
within the Merrimack Valley Soccer 
League on Saturday afternoons. These 
athletes are beginning to work together 
as a team. They develop and refi ne their 
passing, play-making, and defending 
skills and see good competition with 
area towns.

Our oldest group is fi fth and sixth 
graders. The boys and girls teams play 
two games each week for about fi ve 
weeks. The quality of play is impressive 
as their skills and stamina continue to 
develop. The season ends with a tour-
nament of teams with similar won-loss 

Andover Recreation Soccer
records to ensure even matches.
Summer Soccer

We will begin the 2008 soccer sea-
son with scrimmage on Wednesday 
evenings beginning August 13. Third 
through sixth graders who have reg-
istered for the season can come to 
Blackwater Park from 6 to 8 PM to get 
their soccer juices fl owing.

Individual team practices will be start-
ing in late August as well. We are lucky 
enough to have fi ne parent volunteers for 
the fi ve teams this year. Amy and Gregor 
Makechnie will be leading the fi rst and 
second grade level beginning Saturday, 
September 6, at 9 AM. Jeff Holman and 
Judi Casey will have the third and fourth 
grade boys and girls teams. And Nicole 
Donovan and Leighton Terwilliger will 
be coaching the fi fth and sixth grade 
girls and boys teams.

The season offi cially begins right af-
ter Labor Day and fi nishes up October 
4. It will be a short but intense season 
wedged between our fall holidays. A 
complete game schedule for all teams 
will be posted at MVSL.org on Thursday, 
August 28.

Many athletes are still not registered. 
If you are one of them, please contact 
Alan Hanscom at soccercash@tds.net or 
735-5972.

Both Andover Elementary/Middle 
School and Proctor Academy will be re-
ceiving Picturing America, an innovative 
program that helps teach American histo-
ry and provides students with a gateway 
to the broader world of the humanities.

Picturing America is composed of 
40 carefully-selected works of art span-
ning several centuries – all by American 
painters, sculptors, photographers, and 
architects. The National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) will distrib-
ute large, high-quality reproductions of 
these images, along with a teachers re-
source book, lesson plans, and materi-
als, to schools and libraries nationwide. 

“At their best, the arts and humani-
ties express the ideals that defi ne our 
nation,” said President George W. Bush 
in launching the Picturing America Ini-
tiative last February. “The United States 
is a country defi ned not by bloodline, 
race, or creed, but by our character and 
convictions. We are united by an un-
yielding principle, and that is, all men 
are created equal. We fi rmly believe 
that each man and woman has the right 
to make the most of their God-given 
talents. And we believe that all are en-
dowed with the divine gift of freedom.

“The Picturing America Initiative 

Thomas Hart Benton’s The Sources of Country Music is one of the paintings  
in the Picturing America collection.

Thomas Hart Benton (1889–1975), The Sources of Country Music, 1975. Acrylic on canvas, 72” x 
120”. Courtesy of the Country Music Hall of Fame® and Museum. The Country Music Hall of Fame® 
and Museum is operated by the Country Music Foundation, Inc., a Section 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
educational organization chartered by the State of Tennessee in 1964. Art © Thomas Hart Benton 
and Rita P. Benton Testamentary Trusts/UMB Bank Trustee.

AE/MS And Proctor To Enjoy 
“Picturing America”

will educate children about the great 
people and places and moments in our 
history using American art and master-
pieces that depict them.”

“I think this would be really, really 
fun to teach,” said First Lady Laura 
Bush. “As a teacher myself, I’d love to 
have this set in my classroom.”

“Our goal is eventually to have Pic-
turing America in every school and 
public library in the United States,” said 
NEH Chairman Bruce Cole. “Pictur-
ing America helps us understand our 
democracy by bringing us face to face 
with the people, places, and events that 
have shaped our country. It provides an 
innovative way to experience America’s 
history through our nation’s art.”

Feedback from educators participating 
in a pilot program has been tremendous.

“That box of posters is such a treasure 
trove! I have so many ideas, and the com-
panion book with lesson suggestions has 
been a valuable asset,” said art teacher 
Jan Kolesar from Captain Samuel Doug-
lass Academy in Brookline, New Hamp-
shire. “It has been fantastic to see how 
the students react to the posters with awe 
and many questions.”

For more information, visit Pictur-
ingAmerica.NEH.gov.

Derrick Nowell and Michaela 
Trefethen, eighth grade students last 
year at AE/MS, received the 2008 New 
England League of Middle Schools 
(NELMS) Scholar Leader Award dur-
ing their graduation ceremony on June 
19. The criteria for the annual award 
include demonstrating academic initia-
tive and scholarship, providing service 
to classmates and school, exemplifying 
positive attitudes, and demonstrating 
leadership in the classroom and school 
activities.

Derrick and Michaela’s names will 
be added to a plaque at AE/MS. Der-
rick and Michaela will both be attend-
ing Proctor Academy in the fall.

Local Students Receive Prestigious Local Students Receive Prestigious 
Scholar Leader AwardsScholar Leader Awards

The Middle Level Scholar Leaders 
from the state were all honored at a ban-
quet held on June 5 at the Center of New 
Hampshire in Manchester, but Der-
rick and Michaela were on their eighth 
grade class trip at the time. At the ban-
quet, Dr. Robert Spear, Executive Di-
rector of NELMS, praised the students 
for their willingness to help others and 
for choosing excellence in their person-
al and school lives. He acknowledged 
the many contributions of the parents 
for creating environments that promote 
good citizenship and scholarship. Spear 
noted that “when students, parents, and 
schools work together, powerful learn-
ing takes place.”
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