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to thank the family members who have 
been supportive through their grade 
school years. The graduates gave their 
family members a standing ovation. 
Slayton also cautioned parents to stay 
involved in their children’s lives as they 
head to high school. She recalled and 
shared memories of the students when 
they were in kindergarten.

Eighth grade student Maddy Pfeifer 
introduced Mr. Justin Freeman, who 
would deliver the Graduate Address. 
Maddy shared a bit about Justin – he 
attended Andover Elementary/Middle 
School and Bates College, he competed 
in the 2006 Turino Olympics on the 
Nordic ski team, and he is a teacher of 
math and physics.

Justin Freeman delivered a mean-
ingful speech fi lled with advice for the 
graduates. He used examples from a 
book, a movie, and a song to get his mes-
sage across to the students. The book he 
referred to was, Once a Runner by John 
L. Parker, which focuses on preparation. 

He shared words from Dr. Emmet 
Brown, Christoper Lloyd’s character in 
the Back to the Future movies: “Your 
future hasn’t been written yet. No one’s 
has, so make it a good one.” 

Justin then shared a quote from lo-
cal musician Steven Tyler of Aerosmith. 
“Life’s a journey, not a destination.” Jus-
tin gave examples from his own jour-
ney as he has worked hard and achieved 
goals. The words of wisdom he shared 

AE/MS  from page 24 had great importance and hopefully 
will be remembered by the students 
when needed.

Students were then called forward in-
dividually to accept their certifi cates of 
graduation. Parents and family members 
cheered enthusiastically for their special 
graduate. Superintendent Michael Mar-
tin, Principal Jane Slayton, and members 
of the Andover School Board all helped 
with that portion of the ceremony.

The graduates then marched off the 
stage and to the back of the gym as mu-
sic played and a slide show began. The 
slide show was put together by Gretchen 
Hildebrand and Chris Connor and fea-
tured all the eighth grade students through 
the years, beginning with baby photos and 
ending with their eighth grade year.

The thirty-four graduates will at-
tend various high schools. One student 
will go to Bishop Brady High School, 
ten students will go across the street to 
Proctor Academy, and 23 students will 
go to Merrimack Valley High School.

James Carey, son of Randy and Den-
nie Sirard, will attend the Conserva-
tory of Recording Arts and Sciences in 
Tempe, Arizona, where he will major in 
audio engineering. 

Lorna Smith, daughter of Lisa Smith, 
will attend Hartwick College in Oneon-
ta, New York, where she will major in 
anthropology.

MVHS  from page 48
By Lisa Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

This year the Fourth of July parade 
marked a special farewell to travel-
ing team members Megan Hanscom, 
Michaela Trefethen, Elise Goodwin, 
Rhianna Newton, Danielle Adams, and 
Ashley Lamson who graduated from 
AE/MS on June 19.

Lead duo Megan and Michaela 
joined the team together at the end of 
second grade and completed their sixth 
year with the team and their second year 
in the lead slot. Megan traveled with the 
team to The Bahamas during her fi rst 
year, and she and Michaela have trav-
eled together to New York, West Vir-
ginia, Washington DC, Maine, and Ari-
zona. Their exceptional devotion to the 
team is notable. The Andover Fourth of 
July parade was Michaela’s 100th per-
formance and Megan’s 107th.

Elise and Rhianna joined the team 
the following summer, completing fi ve 

full years. Danielle followed the next 
fall, making her total four and a half. 
These talented ladies have also traveled 
to New York, West Virginia, Washing-
ton DC, Maine, and Arizona. Some of 
their special talents include backward 
riding, idling in place, and can-can 
kicks. Rhianna had the honor of being 
the only rider on the team at this time 
who could ride one-footed.

Ashley completes the list of graduat-
ing eighth-grade riders. She joined the 
unicycle team after moving into town 
in fi fth grade and completed her second 
full year on the Traveling Team. Ashley 
has traveled with the team to both Maine 
and Arizona and has been a positive role 
model for younger team members as 
they have joined the back of the line.

Mrs. Keezer and the rest of the Trav-
eling Team wish these young ladies well 
in high school. Their combined total of 
28 and a half years riding experience 
will be missed!

One Wheelers Say Goodbye 
To Six Graduates

During the One Wheelers’ Fourth of July performance the departing eighth 
graders were honored for their years of service to the team. (L-r) Ashley Lam-
son, Danielle Adams, Rhianna Newton, Elise Goodwin, Michaela Trefethen , 
and Megan Hanscom.  Photo: Alan Hanscom

We inadvertantly left Abigail Plummer out of the page of photos of area 
Proctor graduates in last month’s Beacon, so here’s a nice photo of Abigail 
with her mother, Janet, at Proctor graduation. We apologize for the error.

Summer Soccer! 
Grades 3-6 

Wednesday evenings 
6 to 8 pm 

Blackwater Park 
Starting August 13 

Open to Andover students 
registered for fall soccer 

FINAL SIGN-UPS! 
Blackwater Park 

August 6 starting at 6 pm 
$25 registration fee 

AE/MS
WELCOME BACK!
First Day of School

Tues., Aug. 26
g y

AE/MS
KINDERGARTEN 

ORIENTATION
Fri, Aug 23, 9 AM
We look forward to seeing you!

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9


