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The Swap Shop will 
be open on Sept. 13 
from 8 AM to 2 PM 
and welcomes (be-

fore 1 PM) reusable 
items in  working 

condition like toys, 
clothing, books, 

bicycles, and kitchen-
ware.  Please, nono 

upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 

electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

By Ken Tripp
Andover Recycling Committee

The Concord Regional Solid Waste 
and Resource Recovery Cooperative 
(the trash co-op) has voted to proceed 
with evaluation of designing and build-
ing a single stream recycling (SSR) fa-
cility to serve the 27 towns within the 
co-op, including Andover. Once land 
has been purchased and design and 
construction contracts are underway, 
the towns within the co-op will decide 
whether or not to participate. The co-
op will be looking to enter into partner-
ships with other municipalities as As-
sociate Co-op Members to increase the 
amount of materials needed for cost/
revenue sharing.

The completion of this facility is es-
timated to be late 2009 or early 2010. 
The SSR facility will be able to accept 
a wider range of recyclables, including 
plastics 1 through 7. This will greatly 
reduce the amount of trash that each 
Andover household will have to throw 
down the hopper, thereby reducing our 
transportation and tipping costs at the 

Trash Co-Op Proceeding 
With SSR Facility

Penacook incinerator.
The Andover Recycling Committee 

is advocating that Pay-As-You-Throw 
be combined with SSR. We plan ad-
ditional Beacon articles and public in-
formation sessions on this topic, and we 
invite your input.

Definitions
Trash Co-op: Twenty-seven 

towns combined in 1985 to reduce 
the cost of trash disposal. Andover 
is one of these 27 towns.

Single Stream Recycling 
(SSR): Mechanically separating 
mixed recyclables. SSR makes re-
cycling easier by allowing house-
holds to combine all recyclables in 
a single container.

Pay-As-You-Throw: A meth-
od for the town to fi nance Trans-
fer Station costs. Households are 
charged based on how much trash 
they generate, rather than based on 
their property value. Recycling is 
still free.

By Sarah Liebowitz
Concord Monitor staff
Reprinted from August 16 Concord Monitor

A four-alarm fi re tore through a 
barn next to the Inn at Danbury yester-
day afternoon, severely damaging the 
structure before fi refi ghters contained 
the blaze. The fi re came amid the busy 
tourist season: The inn was due to be 
full this weekend and the upcoming 
two weekends, said owner Bob Graf.

It’s unclear when Graf and his wife, 
Alex, will be able to reopen their doors 
to guests. “This could be months and 
months of hotel and restaurant reve-
nue,” Alex Graf said. “I have to think 
of all the people who are signed up to 
stay with us.”

But for the Grafs, the fi re will also 
leave its mark in other, intensely per-
sonal ways. For six years, the Grafs have 
lived in the 150-year-old barn with their 
children, Alex Graf said. Alex Graf’s 
fi rst thought upon learning of the fi re 
was “that’s my house, it’s not the inn.” 
The damage, she said, will include “our 
pictures; our baby books – those are 
things you can’t replace.”

No one was injured in the fi re, which 
drew dozens of emergency workers 
from towns as far away as Plymouth 
and Wilmot, said Danbury Fire Chief 
Tom Austin. At least 16 different fi re de-
partments [including East Andover Fire 
Department] responded to the scene, 
and emergency vehicles lined Route 
104 near the inn yesterday, leading to 
the closure of one lane on the road.

[East Andover Fire Chief Rene Lefe-
bvre reports that EAFD laid out all the 
hose they had on the truck. Andover 
Fire Department wasn’t able to respond 
due to the daytime manpower issues 
that trouble every volunteer emergency 
service.]

The barn remained standing after 
the blaze, and Bristol Deputy Fire Chief 
Skip Moyer said that “the structure of 
the building is actually very good.” But 
the inside of the structure “would have 
to be ripped apart and redone,” he said. 
The building is “all fi nished off inside.”

Emergency workers fi rst learned 
of the fi re from the inn’s fi re alarm 
system, which immediately notifi ed 
the fi re department. “That gives us a 
huge head start,” Austin said. A ladder 
truck from Bristol, a tanker truck from 
Grafton, and Danbury fi refi ghters fi rst 
responded to the fi re, he said. Firefi ght-
ers from numerous other departments 
soon joined them.

Most of the fi re was in the attic, 
Moyer said. Firefi ghters punched holes 
in the roof, to let the fi re vent upwards, 
out of the building. It was, Moyer said, 
a slow-moving fi re. “When we got 
here, you couldn’t see any fi re at all, 
just smoke coming out of the building,” 
Moyer said.

The inn’s fi re alarm activated about 
2 PM. By about 4 PM, fi refi ghters had 
contained the blaze, offi cials said. “It 

actually went really well,” Moyer said.
As of yesterday evening, fi re offi -

cials didn’t know what caused the blaze. 
Bob Graf, who searched the barn after 
his housekeeper mentioned that she 
smelled a faint smoke scent, also didn’t 
know the fi re’s cause.

In the bedroom area, Bob Graf said 
that he encountered smoke. “I couldn’t 
fi nd any fl ames, so there was nothing 
to put out,” he said. Bob Graf and his 
15-year-old son, Zacchaeus, managed 
to grab two computers. But aside from 
the computers, “everything we own, all 
our personal belongings, are up there,” 
Bob Graf said.

The Grafs have insurance for their 
property, Bob Graf said. For now, they 
will live in a modular home on their land.

At the time of the fi re, Bob Graf was 
in the inn preparing dinner. He had beef 
stroganoff on the stove, and was about 
to fi nish a German chocolate cake and 
other desserts, he said. The Grafs run a 
restaurant called Alphorn Bistro on the 
inn property.

Although the fi re didn’t damage the 
inn, it’s unclear when the Grafs can re-
open. An employee was scrambling 
yesterday afternoon to fi nd other lodg-
ing arrangements for those guests due to 
stay at the Inn at Danbury. Guests sched-
uled to stay in two of the inn’s rooms had 
already checked in at the time of the fi re 
yesterday, Bob Graf said.

On Labor Day weekend, the Grafs 
had planned to host Oktoberfest, a fes-
tival that they have organized for fi ve 
years. “That’s our season,” Bob Graf 
said of Oktoberfest. But the details of 
this year’s festival – which the Grafs 
bill as New Hampshire European cel-
ebration – are now unclear.

“It’s out of our hands, but I’m still 
planning on doing it,” Bob Graf said. 
“Maybe we can fi nd another venue.”

While Bob Graf was at the inn when 
the fi re began, Alex Graf was miles 
away at a meeting in Portsmouth. She 
learned that her home was on fi re when 
the family’s security system called her 
cell phone, she said. In addition to serv-
ing as an innkeeper, Alex Graf is a Re-
publican candidate for state representa-
tive who was recently featured on the 
ABC show Wife Swap. On the show, 
Alex Graf traded places with an Italian 
mother from Long Island.

“I’m shaking,” Alex Graf said yester-
day, after arriving at her home. The ex-
perience, she said, was like “when you 
wake up from a really weird dream.”

As for Zacchaeus Graf, he was in 
the inn watching The Sopranos when 
the fi re started. Although he expected 
to fi nd all of his belongings in ruins, 
“everything is replaceable,” he said.

Several of the Grafs’ children weren’t 
at home yesterday. In addition to Zac-
chaeus Graf, they have three daughters. 
Their oldest, who is 20 years old, was 
in Utah for her best friend’s wedding 
yesterday.

Four-Alarm Fire Strikes Owners’ 
Quarters At The Inn At Danbury

4 BR • 3.5 BA • 2 Fireplaces • 406 Main St, Andover • $289,000
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