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By Roger Godwin
Board of Selectmen

In 1991 the state Supreme Court de-
cided in the case of Britton v. Chester 
that local zoning ordinances must con-
tain provisions for housing affordable to 
lower-income community members in 
the workforce.

But our economy and housing mar-
kets were then still in a slump. With no 
pressure to develop and adopt such lo-
cal legislation, nothing happened. And 
it happened for the next 17 years.

Meanwhile the economy and the 
housing market both steadily recovered, 
but to very different degrees. A 2005 
survey of employers found that home 
prices had been rising 10 times as fast as 
incomes, with 96% of employers saying 
that home and rental prices were then 
out of reach for their employees, and a 
third of businesses spending on hous-
ing assistance for their people. (The full 
report is at WorkforceHousingNH.com.) 
Three out of four employers believed 
the workforce housing shortage directly 
harmed their businesses.

What caused that shortage? It seems 
to have been mainly the fear of school 
costs for the children in new develop-
ments. And there may be other mo-
tives. One commentator put it this way 
on NewsNorthwoods.blogspot.com: “The 
usual planning board/zoning board tac-
tic for keeping undesirables out of town 
is zone out apartments, ‘cause renters 
are untrustworthy, and zone out cheap 
houses by requiring huge expensive lots. 
Another good one is to zone out multi-
family houses (triple deckers) requiring 
nothing but single family homes, and, 
of course, don’t forget to zone out those 
unsightly trailer parks.”

But the numbers show that lower-in-
come families have the fewest children, 
less than 0.5 per household: these folks 
may not make a lot of money, but they 
can count and know that children aren’t 
cheap. Meanwhile, ironically enough, 
the middle class has opted for a fashion-
able three to four kids per family.

By 2007 the lack of affordable hous-
ing had become serious enough to get 
the attention of our politicians, and the 
2007-2008 legislative session produced 
several changes to state law, all intended 

to make workforce housing an achiev-
able part of every community’s housing 
inventory. New RSA 674:59 (1), address-
ing local zoning ordinances and subdi-
vision and other regulations, provides 
that “In every municipality … such or-
dinances and regulations shall provide 
reasonable and realistic opportunities for 
the development of workforce housing, 
including rental multi-family housing. In 
order to provide such opportunities, lot 
size and overall density requirements for 
workforce housing shall be reasonable. 
A municipality … shall allow workforce 
housing to be located in a majority, but 
not necessarily all, of the land area that 
is zoned to permit residential uses within 
the municipality.”

To drive home the point, the new 
defi nitions in RSA 674:58 state that 
“reasonable and realistic opportunities 
for the development of workforce hous-
ing” means “opportunities to develop 
economically viable workforce housing 
within the framework of a municipality’s 
ordinances and regulations …. The col-
lective impact of all such ordinances and 
regulations on a proposal for the develop-
ment of workforce housing shall be con-
sidered in determining whether opportu-
nities for the development of workforce 
housing are reasonable and realistic.”

What is “workforce housing”? Now, 
by statute, it is “housing which is intend-
ed for sale and which is affordable to a 
household with an income of no more 
than 100 percent of the median income 
for a four-person household for the met-
ropolitan area or county in which the 
housing is located, as published annu-
ally by the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. 
‘Workforce housing’ also means rental 
housing which is affordable to a house-
hold with an income of no more than 
60 percent of the median income for 
a three-person household for the met-
ropolitan area or county in which the 
housing is located ….”

And, since New Hampshire towns 
have long used “growth management” 
ordinances (limits on the number of new 
lots that can be created per year and/or 
on the number of housing permits that 
can be issued, as well as impact fees 

New State Laws Increase 
Pressure For Workforce Housing

By Glenn Laramie
Chief, Andover Police Department

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 233 calls for service from 
July 15 to August 15. The following is a 
partial breakdown:

911 hang-ups – 2
Abandoned vehicles – 2
Accidents – 2
Assist to citizens – 27
Assist to other police – 7

Police Blotter
Motor vehicle summons – 14
Motor vehicle warnings – 28
Animal complaints – 14
Domestic disputes – 2
Property checks – 25
Suspicious person/vehicle – 6
CICIL standbys – 4
Assist Ambulance – 5

Arrests
Douglas Blodgett, 51, Franklin, elec-

tronic bench warrant

See Housing  on page 9
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Come Home to the Country

370 Main Street
New London, NH • 526-4020

895 Route 103
Newbury, NH • 763-6161
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John Kinney

Move Right In
� 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, open concept living 
� Gas stove w/brick hearth, 2 car garage, sunroom
� Deck w/hot tub, landscaped yard, full basement

Sutton $199,900

Near Town Beach 
� 3 BRs, 1.5 baths, 5.7 acres, perennial gardens
� MBR w/office, family room, yard w/ patio
� Sun deck, tree house, 2-car garg w/storage

Bradford  $239,000

Renovated Antique Cape
� Antique features including doors, trim, & flrs
� Open concept kitchen & living space, formal DR
� LR w/cath-ceil, loft, & FP. 1-car garage w/studio

Sutton Mills  $250,000

Tranquil & Convenient
� Wonderful starter home, 1.21 acres, nice yard
� Open kitchen, dining, living, convenient to I-89
� Adjacent to Warner River, renovated in 2003

Warner $194,900

Custom-built Cape
� Quality construction, 5 acres, 2-car garage
� 3 BR, 1¾ baths. hardwood and tile floors
� Open concept, walk-out LL, & bonus room

North Sutton $269,000    

Huge Post &  Beam Barn
� 1825 renovated barn, 2nd floor is living area
� Renovations still in process, choose your colors
� 7 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, near Ragged Mt.

Alexandria  $229,000

Village Colonial
� Bright & open, 4 bedrooms, 1½ baths
� Formal LR and DR, views of Mts & Warner River
� 2-car garage w/storage over, next to cov. bridge

Bradford $275,000

Meticulous and Private!
� 3-story / 3-bedroom home, 5 acres, deck
� Soapstone woodstove, fieldstone FP, hot tub
� Lovely grounds, 2-car garage, workshop

Andover $289,000

A wide variety of land parcels is available


