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By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

I am pleased to report that our 25th bar-
beque was a great success. We had a crowd 
of people and a dry day. We were able to 
feed just over 300 guests in two hours.

We gave away t-shirts and door priz-
es about every 15 minutes. Our thanks 
to Steele Henderson and Jake Johnson 
for the unique shirt design.

Funny thing about energy. About 
9:30 that evening we had everything 
cleaned up and were enjoying some 
well-deserved sit-down time. Our ener-
gy level was understandably very low; 
we were trying to muster enough ambi-
tion to go home. 

Our pagers started to tone one after 
another, sending us to a structure fi re 
in Wilmot. Like the Energizer bunny, 
the crew was up and headed for their 
gear and the engines. In less than two 
minutes the trucks were fully staffed 
and responding to our neighbor. Lord 
forgive me, but that’s fun to watch. 

The good news was that we were 
turned around before we arrived on 
scene. No one stayed to chat after we 
returned. The bunnies were beat.
Risk Analysis

One of the many tasks that we must 
do at a fi re is a risk analysis. I don’t 
stand there with a slide rule calculat-
ing how long the building will remain 
standing when subjected to fi re loads. 
(Slide rule? I do still use one – it’s an 
“old guy thing.”) However, we do eval-

East Andover Fire Department
uate the risk to the fi refi ghters against 
what we may save. Conducting room 
searches is likely to be safer early in the 
fi re than late in the event. That kind of 
thinking reduces risk. 

However, if we learn that there may 
be a child in the building, the risk tools 
start to loose value. Saving the life of a 
child is one of the strongest motivations 
for becoming a fi re fi ghter.

A long time ago I was searching a 
school that was burning, looking for stu-
dents. The place was crashing around 
our heads, but no one had any thought 
of getting out until we were 100% sure 
all the students were safe. Parents have 
that same drive. Nothing else matters 
when a child is in danger.

School buses should be treated as a 
safety zone for our young people. Most 
young folks stand on the side of the road 
waiting for a signal from the driver that 
it is safe for them to cross the road. At 
this point the young people are focused 
on where they are going. Should an 
impatient driver enter the zone, a child 
could be in a very dangerous and un-
controlled situation. 

No one wants to endanger a young 
person. Please remember that school 
will be in session soon and young 
minds will be full of energy and excite-
ment and not necessarily on their own 
safety. That big yellow machine is car-
rying our most precious cargo. Let’s all 
respect that. Remember, nothing else 
matters when a child is in danger.

East Andover Fire Chief Rene Lefeb-
vre passed this along to the Beacon and 
urges everyone to heed this advice.

Heating season will soon be here. 
The high energy prices concern fi re of-
fi cials, according to State Fire Marshal 
Bill Degnan. This is the time to check 
your heating systems. Having your heat-
ing system checked by a qualifi ed pro-
fessional will help ensure that the system 
is ready to operate safely and effi ciently.

Heating unit fi res are still the number 
one cause of fi res in New Hampshire, 
and they are preventable. According to 
the President of the New Hampshire 
Association of Fire Chiefs, Lebanon 
Fire Chief Chris Christopoulos, heat-
ing fi res are often the result of improper 
installation, use, or maintenance of 
supplemental home heating appliances 

such as wood stoves, coal stoves, and 
kerosene space heaters. Chief Christo-
poulos warns that the use of these sup-
plemental heating devices also increas-
es the risk of dangerous accumulation 
of carbon monoxide in the home if not 
properly installed and maintained. Now 
is the time to have them checked.

It is critical that every home has in-
terconnected smoke alarms on each 
fl oor level and that every family should 
develop and practice a home fi re escape 
plan. Smoke alarms should be tested 
monthly. Matches and lighters should 
be kept out of the reach of children at 
all times.

For further information concerning 
home fi re safety, contact your local fi re 
department or the offi ce of State Fire 
Marshal J. William Degnan at 271-3294.

It’s Time To Check 
Your Heating System

By Amy Fecteau
Rescue Squad, EMT-I, Lieutenant

What does the word “volunteer” 
really mean? According to Webster’s 
Dictionary the defi nition is as follows: 
“Volunteer -n. One who serves or acts 
of his or her own free will. -v. 1. To offer 
or give of one’s own accord. 2. To offer 
oneself as a volunteer.”

During 1966, the Andover Rescue 
Squad was started with a small group 
of volunteers living in town. These in-
dividuals saw the need and had the de-
sire to provide medical care to any per-
son requiring it without receiving any 
compensation.

In 2008, the same concept still ap-
plies. Currently, the training is more 
involved and constantly changing, but 
one thing remains the same: that of be-
ing a volunteer.

What does this mean to those who 
fi nd a calling to serve on Andover Res-
cue? It has been my experience that 
people who fi nd themselves volunteer-
ing have a strong desire to help mem-
bers of the community in which they 
live. It goes beyond the training and ed-
ucation to the basics of caring, respect, 
and drive.

Andover Rescue members are on call 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. Members respond to calls 
when life, work, and family permit, 
but these don’t stop us from trying to 
answer every call for help. Many times 

our families are left at the dinner table, 
work becomes tabled until the next day, 
and life gets rearranged.

Sure there are plenty of medical 
interventions that can be done to ease 
someone’s discomfort, such as applying 
oxygen, bandages, starting IVs, and ad-
ministering medications. JoAnn Hicks, 
an Andover Rescue Squad member, 
has retired after 30 years of volunteer-
ing. She says that to her, providing 
comfort in the form of a pillow, blan-
ket, and, yes, even a bucket to throw up 
in, means more to a patient on a per-
sonal level than the actual medical in-
terventions. That human connect, that 
in today’s world of cell phones, iPods, 
and Blackberries is so lacking, is a vital 
component of being a volunteer provid-
er on Andover Rescue.

On August 19th, the Andover Rescue 
Squad honored three retiring members: 
JoAnn Hicks with 30 years of volunteer 
service, Ed Becker with 25 years of vol-
unteer service, and Brad Smith with 10 
years of volunteer service. As an orga-
nization we were honored and lucky to 
have these dedicated individuals as part 
of our team. As a town, we were truly 
blessed.

If you think you have what it takes 
to volunteer on the Andover Rescue 
Squad, please come to a meeting. 
We meet the second Tuesday of each 
month at the East Andover Fire Station 
at 7 PM.

Andover Rescue Squad
Brad Smith (l) and JoAnn Hicks chat with Rene Lefebvre at a dinner honoring 
Brad, JoAnn, and Ed Becker on their retirements. Staff photo: Bob Bussey

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call
735-5444

LakeFarm.com Everything up to date – 3 bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, porch, attached 
barn for storage or workshop, big lot 
for garden or play space.   Charm 
includes tin ceiling and ceiling fans.
Tilton $169,900

Interested in Buying or 
Selling Property Anywhere 

in the Country?
Call for no-obligation information 

1-800-523-2460 Ext. F-664.Chris & Michelle Bengivengo, Innkeepers
New England House Bed & Breakfast • 258 Main Street •  Andover • 735-5776 • NEHBB.com 

Please call us about 
availability, prices and 
special requests … we 
would love to help you 

host your gathering!

Our dining room seats up to 
16 people comfortably for:
   • Meetings
   • Bridal and Baby Showers
   • Birthdays, 
         Anniversary Parties, 
            and more!

Special Event coming up?  Hold it at our House!Special Event coming up?  Hold it at our House!


