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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff

This month’s History Mystery is a 
photo (above) in the collection of Su-
san Schnare. All she knows is that it 
is a baseball team in Andover in May 
of 1904. 

Can you identify any of the men 
in the photo? Send your thoughts or 
reminiscences to HMakechnie@aol.
com and let’s see if we can piece to-
gether the story of this month’s His-
tory Mystery.
Last Month’s History Mystery

Last month’s History Mystery pho-
to was a picture of a covered bridge, 
and the clue was “Daniel Charles 
Pratt.”

Many Andover residents will re-
member “Charlie” Pratt bemoaning 
the fact that a glass negative taken by 

his father of the Fifi eld covered bridge 
over the Blackwater River at the junc-
tion of Routes 4 and 11 east of town 
was, to his knowledge, the only extant 
picture of that bridge. Unfortunately, 
he said, the negative had been lost or 
misplaced. 

Recently a developed copy of a 
glass negative covered bridge photo 
was discovered hanging at the Salis-
bury Historical Society. Several clues 
indicated that it might be the Fifi eld 
Bridge.

Paul Fenton writes: “If in fact the 
bridge in the photo you published in 
the last issue of the Beacon was near 

the junction of Route 4 and 11 here in 
Andover, then you may have found a 
treasure. The Fifi elds lived where Bill 
Leber does today, and the covered 
bridge over the Blackwater River on 
the Andover side of their home was 
known as the Fifi eld Bridge. There 
has never been a picture found of that 
bridge as far as anyone knows. This 
was noted by Ralph Chaffee on page 
59 of the Chaffee history in the caption 
under the Bog Bridge at Cilleyville.

“I went to the Salisbury Histori-
cal Society and looked at the pic-
ture, which they have mounted and 
displayed on the wall. It is listed by 
them as White’s Bridge. But I say it is 
defi nitely not the White’s Bridge. The 
White’s Bridge was not boarded tight. 
My brother Dennis and I both feel that 
the bridge in the photo may very well 
be the Fifi eld Bridge. Topographical-
ly everything looks right, including 
the birch trees on the right. As Den-
nis and I remember, there were gray 
birches there when we were children 
in the early ‘40s, and there are some 
there today.

“The Fifi eld Bridge was built in 
1880 at a cost of $708.31 by Albert 
R. Hamilton, the same man who built 
the Andover Town Hall. The Fifi eld 
Bridge was torn down in 1934 and 
replaced with a concrete bridge when 
the state highway department recon-
structed the old Fourth New Hamp-
shire Turnpike. I do not know how 
this can be authenticated, but it sure 
is a good bet.”

Thank you, Paul and Dennis, for 
your sleuthing!

Do you have a photo or other 
artifact of Andover’s past that has 
some mystery about it? Please con-
tact the Beacon so we can share the 
mystery with our readers...and may-
be solve it!

A History Mystery

Last month’s History Mystery photo.


