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By Chelsea Conaboy 
Concord Monitor staff 

Reprinted from September 13 Con-
cord Monitor 

Plans are moving ahead to build a 
new recycling center to serve Concord, 
Franklin, Laconia, and the 24 surround-
ing towns [including Andover] that make 
up the regional solid waste cooperative. 
But the group will have to deal with sev-
eral big uncertainties before breaking 
ground. The question of how to pull in 
enough recyclables to make the facility 
worthwhile may be the most critical.

The cooperative voted last month to 
sign a purchase and sales agreement on 
40 acres near the Wheelabrator incin-
erator in Penacook. The plan calls for 
spending about $13 million to build a 
60,000-square-foot facility that would 
use state-of-the-art technology to sort 
recyclables on site.

Residents wouldn’t have to separate 
plastics from paper. Experts say the 
added convenience will increase recy-
cling rates.

The recycling center would need 
to process 25,000 tons per year to be 
sustainable, said cooperative President 
Jim Presher. But the cooperative mem-
bers only produce between 12,000 and 
15,000 tons per year. Presher said he 
has been talking to communities as far 
away as Waterville Valley and Nashua 
about the facility.

He said he is working on fi rming 
up commitments from those towns but 
thinks there is enough interest to make 
it work.

Nashua would be a signifi cant part 
of that equation if it were to com-
mit to the facility. It produces up to 
4,800 tons of recyclables yearly that 
could be processed at a single-stream 
facility. Recycling Coordinator Sally 
Hyland said the city could produce 
another 3,000 tons with a boost from 
single stream recycling.

Hyland said city staff has met with 
Presher to discuss the Concord project 
but isn’t ready to commit. Any new re-
cycling contract would have to be put 
out to bid.

SSR Plans Move Forward 
Despite Uncertainties

The city is already starting single-
stream recycling with another provider 
who takes the material to a site in North 
Andover, Massachusetts. She said she 
and other staff members have looked at 
recycling facilities in Maine and Mas-
sachusetts.

Corcoran Environmental Services, 
which serves Manchester, is looking at 
building a single-stream facility in that 
city. Manchester Public Works Direc-
tor Kevin Sheppard said the company 
has found a site and is working on fi nal-
izing a lease with the hope of opening 
next year.

The facility would serve more than 
just Manchester and could compete 
with the Concord facility for tonnage. 
Presher said he has been following that 
project.

“I can’t plan on (the Corcoran facili-
ty) being in operation,” he said. “But we 
keep monitoring each other, and we’ll 
act accordingly.”

Presher said the cooperative will 
know whether it has enough tonnage to 
move forward by May, before starting 
construction.

“If we don’t have the tonnage, then 
certainly we won’t go,” he said.

In the meantime, the executive board 
will consider another option. At an Au-
gust 21 meeting, the same one when the 
cooperative members voted to pursue 
buying the Concord site, Wheelabra-
tor and its parent organization, Waste 
Management, made them an offer.

They proposed contracting to take in 
the member’s recycling and trucking it 
to an existing single-stream facility in 
Avon, Massachusetts. John LaRiviere, 
Wheelabrator’s general manager, said 
the towns and cities participating would 
receive $10 per ton and share in revenue 
on top of that.

That’s the same rate that Presher orig-
inally said the cooperative towns would 
get at its own facility. Yesterday Presher 
said a new analysis shows that towns 
would receive closer to $20 per ton.

LaRiviere said building a new facil-
ity has “a tremendous amount of risk 
because you really do have to get that 
volume to make this work.… They don’t 
have that volume locked up or commit-
ted at this point, but they’re going to 
spend $13 million to build this site.”

The executive board meets on Sep-
tember 25. Presher said the proposal 
would have to be voted on at an all-
member meeting not yet scheduled.

Concord General Services Direc-
tor Chip Chesley said the proposal is a 
short-term solution but the cooperative 
is looking for a long-term one. He said 
the cooperative towns have a history of 
bringing resources together to address 
a problem. That’s what it did when it 
formed in 1985 to build the incinerator.

“I think they’re off to a good start,” 
he said.
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Come Home to the Country
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Spacious 3 BR Colonial 
� Elegant, 12 acres, well-equipped kitchen
� Private location, master BR suite, 3 bedrooms
� Fine horse property, additional land available

Bradford  $349,000

Great Opportunity
� 3-bedroom antique cape with 36’ X 36’ barn
� Newly renovated bath, new kitchen counters
� Newer chimney w/woodstove, great location

Wilmot  $179,000 

In-Town Convenience
� 3 bedroom, 3 bath, in-town neighborhood
� Large family room w/FP, LR w/library alcove
� 1st flr MS w/bath, laundry off MR, 2 car garage

New London  $355,900

Country Colonial
� 3 BRs, 3 baths, 3 acres, 2-car garage
� Gourmet kitch w/Corian, JennAire, Bosch
� Open LR, DR, & Kit. Spacious MS w/whirlpool 

Sutton  $319,000 

Restored 5-BR Antique Cape
� Modern kitchen and baths, 3 fireplaces, 14 acres
� Office, den, family room, good storage, orchard
� P&B Barn & outbuildings, view of Mt Kearsarge

Bradford  $875,000

Terraced Extravaganza!
� 3-bedroom, 2½ baths, and 5+ acres of land
� Gourmet kitch w/Corian® tops, SS appliances
� Fam rm w/FP, MS, 2-car garg, walk to Highland Lake

Andover  $339,000

Two-family Home
� Both 1st and 2nd floor – 2 bedrooms/1 bath
� 1.1 acres, across frm Highland Lake, full bsmnt
� Washer/Dryer hook-ups and deck for each unit

East Andover  $249,000

A wide variety of land parcels is available

Magnifi cent Mt. Views 
� Custom-built 3 BR contemp cape, 1-flr living
� Bonus room over garage, 15+ acres, sunny int.
� Gourmet cherry kitchen w/granite counters 

Wilmot  $465,000
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