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A big pine at Lockwood Road and Route 4A came down during the 
night of Saturday, September 6, when the remnants of Tropical Storm 
Hanna passed through. A state road crew cleaned up the mess the 
next Tuesday morning.  Photo: Bonnie Lockwood

By Charlie Darling
Andover Cable TV

If you missed Communities and 
Consequences when it aired on PBS 
this summer and on Andover Cable 
TV Channel 8 last month, be sure 
to catch it when it airs again this 
month.

This provocative independent 
documentary tackles some tough 
questions that have great relevance 
to Andover’s future – questions 
like: How did the Granite State get 
so gray? Is New Hampshire slowly 
committing economic suicide?

The film looks at the demographic 
imbalance that threatens our state’s 
“human ecology” and could have 
dire consequences. The documen-
tary examines how community deci-
sions are fueling unbalanced growth 
and a frightening demographic shift, 
with unintended results.

The fi lm confronts and questions 
many long-held myths that have 

Channel 8 To Re-Air 
Communities and Consequences

heavily infl uenced local develop-
ment decisions, including those of 
explosive population growth, the 
aging of New Hampshire as simply 
a natural trend, and the belief that 
families with children will increase 
property taxes.

Award-winning fi lmmaker Jay 
Childs travels with expert demog-
rapher Peter Francese to communi-
ties across New Hampshire to talk 
to business owners, town offi cials, 
young professionals, and active citi-
zens about the causes and conse-
quences of a rapidly aging state.

This important documentary 
will air on cable Channel 8 from 
Thursday afternoon, October 9 un-
til Thursday morning, October 16. It 
will air at 9:30 AM, 3 PM, and 8 PM 
during that period. If you aren’t on 
cable, check with the Town Offi ce 
at 735-5332 about watching on the 
TV in the Town Hall meeting room, 
when available.

By Dana Hadley
Andover Town Administrator

Water, water and more water was 
the way of the summer. In Andover, we 
have been very fortunate that we have 
avoided major problems associated with 
all the rain. 

It certainly has made us all aware of 
the importance of good road drainage. 
Our Road Agent and his predecessors 
have worked very hard to get the water 
off the road, and that work is continuing 
with cleaning culverts and ditches. 

The most notable weather-related 
event of this summer occurred on the 
evening of August 10. It rained very 
hard in the early to late evening, and 
the rainfall especially affected the East 
Andover neighborhood of Sam Hill 
Road, Hoyt Road, Last Street, and Em-
ery Road. 

The torrential rain caused signifi -
cant road damage to Route 11, the area 
around Sucker Brook on Sam Hill 
Road, and a smaller brook that became 
not-so-small and washed out the culvert 
on Hoyt Road. This road was also the 
scene of a wall of water that caused a 
signifi cant mess to the driveway, gar-
den, and lawn of a home. 

Any event such as this impacts our 
highway budget, but we were very lucky 
it was not worse and very lucky that the 
Road Agent and his team were able to 
address the majority of these problems. 
The same storm caused serious fl ooding 
for many of our neighbors to the east on 
Lake Shore Drive in Franklin. 
Highland Lake Dam

The Highland Lake Dam in East 
Andover performed as designed. We 
were able to safety regulate the amount 
of water being released into Sucker 
Brook. The watershed draining to the 
east of the Dam, with water coming 
from Tucker Mountain and other direc-
tions, was truly amazing in volume. 

We are anxious to bring the dam 
project to closure and in addition to the 
hazard status we also are dealing with a 
“nuisance” problem of depressions and 
sink holes forming on the dam’s down-
stream headwall. We have had our de-
sign engineers, a geotectonic engineer, 
and a representative from the New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services (DES) analyzing the 
causes and working to come up with a 
solution. 

We do know that this problem is be-
ing caused by ground water, not an is-
sue with the dam cut-off walls. Profes-
sionals tell us that the depressions and 
sink holes (a sink hole is a more serious 
depression) have been caused by the 
new earthen material not adhering to 
the old earthen material. We have had 
this issue before on the east side of the 
downstream side, and after excavation 
and further compaction the problem 
was abated. 

On September 18 the last sink hole 
was repaired and an adhesion agent add-
ed to bind the excavation site together. 

NEWS FROM THE TOWN OFFICE
We should have a dam that will service 
the community well into the future. 

We have asked the DES to consider 
lowering the dam’s hazard classifi cation 
from “High Hazard” to “Signifi cant 
Hazard” based on the design specifi ca-
tions used by our engineering fi rm for 
the 100-year fl ood scenario. 

Currently the dam is over budget by 
$45,000. This is due to change orders 
that were necessary as the project ad-
vanced and had to adjust to unplanned 
circumstances. The hazard classifi ca-
tion work that was necessary following 
the hazard classifi cation change cost 
$19,418.49 for additional engineering 
services. 

As soon as the project gets its com-
pletion sign off from the engineers, the 
Town will be applying for the previ-
ously approved funding from FEMA. 
We are very anxious to receive any fi -
nancial help that we can for the overall 
cost. As of this writing I do not know 
what the fi nal FEMA fi gure will be. I 
will report it to you when I know.

Due to the August 10 event that I men-
tioned before, it was necessary to replace 
and upgrade the culvert system on Hoyt 
Road after it washed out. The replace-
ment of the culvert on Channel Road 
next to the East Andover Fire Station 
will commence next week, and I expect 
that the job will be completed by early 
October. This will be complemented by 
the Channel Road paving job.
Budget Season

As we move into October we will be 
gearing up for preliminary work for the 
2009 Town Budget. The Budget Com-
mittee will meet and set their budget 
schedule on October 1. Budget prepara-
tion is always a work in progress, and 
just as your home budget has seen chal-
lenges in the past months, the Town is 
no exception. In these times more than 
ever we are facing higher costs and 
lower revenues while trying to balance 
needs versus wants. Your input is al-
ways appreciated and valued.
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www.lakesunbank.com

Energy Efficient Home Loans 

5.99%APR*

fixed rate 
Get a special rate on a home loan when you use the 
money to improve the energy efficiency of your home. 

Hybrid Vehicle Loan Reduction

Earn a .25% rate discount toward a purchase of 
any hybrid vehicle.

To learn more, visit us online at www.lakesunbank.com, 
stop by any branch, or give us a call. 

*Annual Percentage Rate

Save Your Energy!
Special Loan Rates 

Energy Efficient Improvements at Home and on the Road

DID YOU KNOW?
In the U.S., buildings account for a significant 

portion of the greenhouse gas emissions 
that affect climate change. They are responsible 

for 39% of all CO2 emissions.


