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By Jen Braley
For the Beacon

Andover’s Biggest Loser is off to a 
great start. At our fi rst meeting on Sep-
tember 9 we had a huge turnout – 54 
people joined! 

After getting our starting weights, 
Audrey Pellegrino from the Practical 
Nutritionist talked about the steps you 
should take to fi nd the right diet to fi t 
your life. We fi nished up the night by 
giving away some prizes including wa-
ter bottles, food containers, and cool-
ers.

The second meeting on September 
16 was even better. We had seven more 
people join, and as a group we lost 203 
pounds in our fi rst week! Andover’s 
Biggest Loser for the week was Brian 
Reynolds, who won $50; Lisa Braley 
was the second-highest percentage win-
ner and took home $20. 

Audrey then talked to us about read-
ing nutrition labels and how to fi nd all 
the hidden ingredients in our favorite 
foods. Audrey is doing a great job keep-
ing us informed and entertained. 

We then gave away more prizes in-
cluding an iTunes gift card, Biggest 

Over 40 members of Andover’s Biggest Loser were on hand at one of their 
regular Tuesday meetings last month. Staff photo: Bob Bussey

Loser exercise tapes, and more.
We fi nished off the night playing 

dodge-ball. Most of us hadn’t played 
since we were in school and were really 
looking forward to it. 

We started with seven teams and af-
ter single elimination, the winners were 
Angie Henderson, Stephanie Doucet, 
Martha Dukette, Melanie Gotthardt, 
Norma Haley, and Arthur Overlock. 
They split the pot and took home $12 
each.

After two weeks, we are at $137 for 
our fi nal pot which will go to Andover’s 
Biggest Losers on November 11. Keep 
up the good work, everyone!
Join The Fun!

It’s not too late to join us. We meet 
on Tuesdays at the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School. Weigh-in is from 5 
PM to 6 PM. After the weigh-in we lis-
ten to Audrey Pellegrino talk for about 
15 minutes and then start our challenge. 
Challenges are completely optional, 
and you only have to do them if you 
feel comfortable. The cost per week is 
$5. If you would like more information, 
please contact Jen Braley at 735-5097 or 
BraleyJen@tds.net.

Andover’s 
Biggest Loser

Blackwater Grange #152 met on 
September 11 with 12 members and two 
guests: Rhoda Davis, our Deputy, and 
Paul Davis, Past State Master. The Da-
vises brought greetings from Beth Mer-
rill, State Master, and General Deputy 
Tricia Taylor.

The meeting remembered the seventh 
anniversary of September 11, 2001.

Members gave 10 pairs of mittens 
to the State Grange to sell at The Big 
E, and 10 pairs for the state Grange’s 

Mountain of Mittens.
Members voted to buy dictionaries 

for Andover and New London third 
graders; we have enough on hand for 
the Hill school.

A pot luck supper is planned for the 
Thursday, October 9, meeting at 6 PM. 
The Grange is buying pies for dessert.

Members sent get-well wishes to 
both Ella and Vic Phelps and sympa-
thy to Jeff and Marcia McWethy on the 
passing of Marcia’s mother.

Blackwater Grange #152

By Heather Makechnie
Andover Buying Club

Membership in the Andover Buying 
Club has burgeoned to 58 members! 
Our volume has earned us a discounted 
service charge, and as we continue to 
maintain our participation, or even in-
crease it, we will soon have no service 
charge at all.

Membership in the cooperative group 
is simple. Just send an e-mail to HMakech-
nie@aol.com and request to be put on the 
list. There is no membership fee, no min-
imum purchase, no frequency require-

ANDOVER BUYING CLUB
ment. You just look over the 148-page 
PDF catalog, which includes natural, 
organic, and locally-produced products, 
make your selection, get your order list 
and check to Heather Makechnie by the 
due date, and pick up your order when 
it is delivered to Proctor’s Dining Hall. 
There are two deliveries a month.

We are saving money, gas, and time 
by shopping this way, while lowering 
our community’s carbon footprint by 
“buying local.” Thoughtful shopping 
makes for a better bottom line in the 
budget.

By Janice Porter
Camp Marlyn Reunion

On a sparkling sunny day, September 
8, the women came back to where their 
summers held magic – back to Camp 
Marlyn. No longer tanned or with band-
aids on their knees, they were the lead-
ers, builders, cooks, swimmers, hik-
ers, gigglers, singers, boaters, friends, 
horse-back riders, crafters, and outdoor 
campers who embraced their summers 
at Camp Marlyn on Bradley Lake, now 
called Bluewater Farm.

The jokes, songs, and campers’ 
names were recalled as if no time had 
passed.  What Margaret Hoban and Ev-
elyn Boynton had started is obviously 
not fi nished. From all over the coun-
try the women remembered this place 
where they found the strengths, friends, 
fun, and skills that make up so much of 
their status as adults.

Bluewater Farm on Bradley Lake 
Road is owned by Deb Brower, who 
generously welcomed the women. This 
campus of Camp Marlyn holds intact 
much of its original site. The women sat 
by “their” waterfront, ate in “their” din-
ing hall, and visited “their” bunk in the 
lodges where they had slept . They sang 
the trickiest of camp songs. They saw 
the stables and riding ring, the chapel 
on the hill, and the site of Saturday night 
campfi res that turned back the clocks to 
a peaceful time known as “child” and 
“young woman.”

Nicknames like Doggie, Crackers, 
Nut, Sassy, Lucy Lightfoot, Dilly, and 

Sparky fi lled the air. Missed were the 
many alumni found but unable to visit. 

Those who came were: Jan Atwood; 
Marion Sue Infanti; Ginger Beck; Sally, 
Robin, and Cynthia Rolfe; Ouisie Bow-
man; Pat Thomas; Chris Fazzi; Willy 
Black; Jane McGirr; Rozzie Slack; Jan 
Litchfi eld; Barbara Henderson; Margaret, 
Anne, Barbara, and Linda Hoban; Rhoda 
Ackerson; Sandy Clark; Robin Saunders; 
Laurie Joy Pinkham; Pat Rushon; Evie 
Rushon; Melissa Zuckerman;  Nancy 
Dobie; Suzie Wilson; Lee Cadley; Deb 
Nowers; Susan Morton; Joanne Edgar; 
Lyman Currier; Carolyn Thompson Cur-
rier; Charlotte Currier Clark; Claudette 
Meier; Terry Caffrey; Grace Guptill; 
Wendy Buker; and Deb Brower.

Camp Marlyn Reunion 2008

ODD JOBS WANTED!
Two Andover boys (ages 12 and 15) are looking for odd 

jobs at homes in the Andover area.  Willing to stack 
wood, mow lawns, clean up yards, walk dogs, etc.

735-5206


