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Marg Wheedon pauses for a photo with one of the Guardians of the Ribbon  
wearing pink turn-out gear in front of the Pink Ribbon Tour’s pink fi re truck. 
 Photo: Kat Hitchmoth

think it will give them energy to fi ght 
the disease and, at the very least, bring 
us all together around the globe for a 
great cause,” says Dave.

Dave’s new goal is to build a pink 
fi re station to house their pink fi re truck. 
Each pink brick will be for a woman af-
fected by breast cancer. 

The fi remen in pink have a special 
reason to be in New Hampshire. Their 
pink fi re suits and helmets were made 
and donated by Globe Fire Suits in 
Pittsfi eld. 

Dave told me that he enjoyed being 

in New Hampshire, and his only con-
cern was the fuel for the truck. With the 
price of diesel, and the fi re truck getting 
about fi ve miles to the gallon, you can 
see the concern. 

The Guardians of the Ribbon usually 
can fi nd a place to stay and a hot meal, 
but the fuel expenses can be a concern. 
They fund their travel with donations 
and the sale of pink Louisville Slugger 
bats as well as Pink Heals t-shirts and 
hats. To donate or purchase, or for more 
information, visit PinkRibbonTour.com.

Don’t forget to put on your pink, too, 
as part of Care Enough to Wear Pink on 
October 25-27.

Pink  from page 1

By Kimberly Laro
Sarah’s Soldiers

I have been involved in the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer event in Con-
cord for the last eight years, at fi rst as a 
member of a team and more recently on 
the planning committee. I was recently 
challenged on the issue of some of our 
team names. With all of those “funny” 
names, how did we expect anyone to 
take us seriously? I continued to refl ect 
on this question long after that particu-
lar conversation had ended.

Concord is the largest community mod-
el Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
event in the nation, raising over half a mil-
lion dollars in 2007, and I have someone 
asking me if we expect to be taken seri-
ously? My initial reply is, “Absolutely!”

When teams from the greater Con-
cord communities walk onto Memorial 
Field on Sunday, October 19, to partici-
pate in the American Cancer Society’s 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
event, they will proudly be displaying 
their team names on the back of their 
long sleeve pink t-shirts. 

We have team names from A to 
Z, from “Accounting for the Cure” to 
“Zonta Club,” and just about everything 
in between. And don’t forget about the 
numbers: “1 in 7 = 2 Many 2 Forget.” 
Some names are cute: “Breast Friends 
Forever” and “The Mammo-glams.” 
Some names are a little risque: “Saving 
Second Base” and “The Rack Pack.” 
Some names are funny: “Bauch’s Boo-
bilicious Babes” and “Curvy Chicas for 
the Cure.” But make no mistake about 
it; these participants are serious and 
dedicated to raising money and aware-
ness for the fi ght against breast cancer.

I invite you to join our walk on Oc-
tober 19 and, along with 4,300 other 
participants, stroll up Clinton Street 
and read the names of the teams worn 
proudly on team members’ backs, and I 
dare you not to smile and maybe laugh. 
Breast cancer is serious business, but 
ask any survivor and I’ll bet they will 
tell you that a smile and a laugh helped 
them through their journey with breast 
cancer on more than one occasion. 

So what about the team names, like 
“Butts for Breast,” that leave you scratch-
ing your head trying to fi gure them out 
like we decipher those New Hampshire 
vanity plates that we all love so much. 
Do you give up? Well this one’s easy. 
The team used to be the “Colon Queens,” 
which was formed out of a proctologist’s 
offi ce, but when they tried to recruit 
men to their team they where faced with 
some resistance about being the “Colon 
Queens,” so the team became “Butts for 
Breast.” Who said women don’t know 
how to compromise?

Some teams show their fi ghting spirit 
with their names: “Sarah’s Soldiers,” 
“The Cancer Crushers,” and “French’s 
Feisty Fighters.” These teams are ready 
for battle and the enemy is breast cancer. 

Some teams take a more philosophi-
cal approach: “Mission Possible,” “I Re-
fuse,” “Bee Positive!” Some teams are 
formed to honor and support people: 
“Just for Jill” and “Jennifer’s Journey,” 
both from Andover.

Sometimes even the obvious names 
don’t tell the whole story. Team Captain 
of “Amazing Grace” says, “Our team 
name is Amazing Grace. Anyone who 
has faced a battle with cancer must al-
low others to help them and be strong 
even when their body is at its weak-
est. They must have faith, and many 
times they must even be strong for oth-
ers while they attempt to be strong for 
themselves. It is because of this that 
these inspiring women and men are 
the epitome of Amazing Grace. We are 
walking for you.”

I can guarantee you, behind every 
team name there is a story, and I have 
had the privilege to hear just a few. Be-
hind every team name and with every 
step those thousands of participants 
take, there is a mother, a daughter, a sis-
ter, a friend, a grandmother, a colleague, 
or simply a force that understands that 
we are honoring, supporting, and mak-
ing a difference.

We don’t want anyone to face cancer 
alone, and you don’t need to fundraise 
for Making Strides alone: Join a team or, 
better yet, form your own team. A team 

Smile At The Team Names, But 
Never Doubt Their Dedication

See Names  on page 34

Let’s Make Strides Against Breast Cancer

Sunday, October 15, 2006
1:00 pm, Memorial Field, Concord, NH

H o p e . P ro g re s s . A n s w e r s.®

Sunday, October 19, 2008

1.800.524.9243

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs
37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com

Capitol Alarm Systems 
is a proud sponsor of the 2008

Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer 

walk in Concord.
To join Sarah’s Soldiers, contact:

Kimberly Laro at 848-3391 or
ConcordStrides@comcast.net

COME IN & TRY OUR NEW 
DELI SANDWICHES!

Homemade Soups & Chowders • Salads
Breakfast Sandwiches • Fresh-Baked Muffins & Desserts

193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406


