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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff

“Russell W. Porter, father of ama-
teur astronomy in America, founder of 
the Springfi eld Telescope Makers, and 
instructor at MIT, designed the Porter 
Garden Telescope in the 1920s. Little did 
he realize that his innovations in design 
would later apply to the 200-inch Hale 
Telescope at the Palomar Mountain Ob-
servatory, which he helped design. Nor 
did he anticipate that as a national trea-
sure, his masterpiece garden telescope 
would fi nd a home in the nation’s glorious 
attic, the Smithsonian. Or, fi nally, that a 
fellow Vermonter, Fred Schleipman, engi-
neer and avid amateur astronomer, would 
resurrect his artistry so many years later.” 
– From GardenTelescopes.com

The history and reproduction of this 
telescope was recently featured in New 
England Dream House on New Eng-
land Cable News. To view that piece, 
and to learn more about the amazing 
telescope, visit GardenTelescopes.com.

Andover resident Lincoln G. Charles, 
owner of Phoenix Non-Ferrous Tech-
nologies foundry in Franklin, was com-
missioned to cast in bronze the small, 

intricately-engineered parts of what 
is arguably the world’s most beautiful 
telescope. Lincoln, assisted by fellow 
Andover resident Seth Kiedaisch, com-
pleted twelve of the garden telescopes 
for Telescopes of Vermont, owned by 
Fred Schleipman. 

Fred has high praise for Lincoln’s 
craftsmanship in fabricating the many 
highly-engineered bronze components of 
the telescope and expresses amazement 
that a skilled artisan was found capable of 
such exacting metal-casting at a time when 
this level of work has largely disappeared.

Lincoln has a lengthy history of ex-
cellence in his specialized fi eld, includ-
ing work now found at Grand Central 
Station, federal buildings throughout 
the United States, Canada, and Japan, 
estate and restoration hardware, indus-
trial components, marine and automo-
tive fi ttings, fi ne arts, jewelry, and just 
plain widgets. Among other notable 
works, Lincoln recently cast the new 
plaque for the Daniel Chester French 
bust of Daniel Webster in Franklin and 
cast the Emile Birch bust of Governor 
Hugh Gallen.

Lincoln can be reached at 455-8273.

Lincoln Charles (r) and the garden telescope produced at his foundry. Seth 
Kiedaisch (l) helped in the manufacturing process. 
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Phoenix Finishes Production 
Run of Garden Telescopes

Together with their family and friends, Roy and Mary Meier celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary. The party was held on September 6 at 
the Bluewater Lodge. Roy and Mary were married on September 3, 1983 
at the Andover Congregational Church in East Andover. Together with their 
daughters, Chelsae and Shelbi, they are currently living in Boscawen. Con-
gratulations, Roy and Mary, on 25 wonderful years!

Air National Guard Airman First 
Class James Jurta Jr., son of Brenda 
Jurta, graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base in 

GRADUATED
AFC James Jurta Jr.

San Antonio. Jurta is a 1997 graduate of 
Proctor Academy and earned a bache-
lor’s degree from the University of New 
Hampshire in Durham in 2001.

HOME  COOKED   MEALSHOME  COOKED   MEALS
DAILY SPECIALS
Luncheon & Dinner

SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET  
8 am until Noon

CATERING BUSINESS 
with function facility 

for showers, business meetings, 
parties, etc.

LOUNGE 
Open Nightly until Midnight

Call for reservations 

753-6631

133 North Main Street133 North Main Street
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Funeral Directors
J. Douglas Smart
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Brian D. Constant
SmartFuneralHome.com

SMART 
MEMORIAL HOME

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

A notice is hereby given 
that if anyone or any busi-
ness is due any debts or 
leins from James Walter 
Whitford a.k.a. “The Vil-
lage Whittler” of Route 4, 
Danbury NH, you have 90 
days to reply to this notice. 
Please call 1-207-642-8402 
in respect to this notice. 

Thank you.


