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very helpful with suggestions and lay-
out of the news articles! We took phone 
inquiries for donations from donors in 

Wilmot, Newport, Sutton, New Lon-
don, and Danbury. And those are just 
the ones we remember!

Bill and I would especially like to 
thank the following “workers” for their 
unbelievable enthusiasm and just plain 
strength of body and mind: The Bishop 
family: Jim, Sue, Angela and Jim Jr.; 
Charlotte Clark; Heather and Ian Make-
chnie; Pat Mowbray; Lily Ordway; and 
Grace Stetson. And thanks, too, to all 
the other volunteers who helped out in 
short spurts throughout the event.

Folks keep asking Bill if there will 
be another event next year. Well, there 
could be. Does anyone want to put one 
together?

Thank you to all!

Hellicopter's-eye-view of the Columbus Day Festival 
in Cilleyville. Staff photo: Bob Bussey

volunteers, and our neighboring towns, 
over $5,000 was raised for the Food 
Bank. The barrel for non-perishable food 
was full by the end of the 
weekend. All the items 
in the barrel were deliv-
ered to the Twin Rivers 
Food Pantry in Frank-
lin. Their shelves were 
almost bare, so they re-
ally appreciated the do-
nations! [See the related 
story on page 34.]

The volunteers worked 
not only on the two days 
of the sale, but the day 
before and several days 
after to help clean up 
the remaining “stuff.” The weather was 
perfect and the shoppers were generous 
with their donations.

There were donations from Craig 
and Lorrie Sliter of CWS Fence Com-
pany. It was their property where the 
event was set up, and they also donated 
two sheds that were sold. RP Johnson 
and Son donated the use of a genera-
tor to provide power to food booths set 
up by the Andover Lions Club and 
Amy’s Amigos. St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in New London loaned tables 
and the Kearsarge Shopper ran the ad 
free of charge for three weeks! 

The Andover Beacon published ar-
ticles helping to generate excitement, 
and Charlie Darling, our editor, was so 

By Deb Brower 
Bluewater Farm and Lodge

Doughnut making, cider pressing, 
young local talent creating great mu-
sic, and square dancing – that was the 
outline of the Fall Shindig at Bluewater 
Farm. The doughnuts made by Sheree 
Miller and Jane Martin were so good, 
the Long Tail Monkeys were amazing – 
talented, humorous, and charming – the 
cider was so fresh and delicious.

Our caller for the square dance, Bob 
Boynton, had put the word out on the 
square dance underground, and about 
12 people showed up dressed to dance, 
some in skirts and dancing shoes, 
some in string ties and cowboy boots. 
They knew what they were doing, as 
opposed to the majority of the rest of 
us. At one point we had four squares 
out on the fl oor – 32 people, and prob-
ably double that number would be the 
number of years between the youngest 
and the oldest. 

While the dancing was happening in 
the Great Room at the Lodge, about a 
dozen kids were watching a movie on 
the big screen upstairs, eating popcorn, 
and having fun.

Community Celebrates Autumn Community Celebrates Autumn 
At Bluewater Farm Fall FestivalAt Bluewater Farm Fall Festival

Everyone took a "turn" at the crank of the Viandier's cider press.
 Photo: Deb Brower

My favorite thing that happened 
that day was when I looked over at the 
pressing operation. There at the Viandi-
er’s press was a small circle of four peo-
ple. Instead of walking the long handle 
around in circles to press the cider from 
the mash, they were standing in a circle, 
passing the handle from one to the next. 
These four people spanned three gen-
erations; for the most part they didn’t 
previously know one another, and there 
they were, all chatting with one another 
and looking happy. 

I loved that. To me, that is the whole 
reason we do these things, to create an 
opportunity to share a fun experience 
and be with people we might have oth-
erwise missed. It is one of the elements 
that makes all the effort worthwhile.

I thank all those who helped, and 
loaned equipment, and showed up and 
danced, and enjoyed cider and dough-
nuts. It truly would have no value 
without you … not to mention that it 
wouldn’t be any fun, either! 

Then there is Jackie Adams, with-
out whom all of these events would 
never have made it past the idea stage. 
Thanks, Jackie!

Food Bank  from page 1

Half Full – Half Empty
With all the headlines and news stories about the “fi nancial 
crisis” it would be easy to think that we’ve all gone into the 
dumpster and everyone is shutting down. While we may 
have lost confi dence in some of our large institutions, real 
estate in Andover is chugging right along.

Within the past 60 days as we write this, ten homes and 
two parcels of land have sold and been closed on in 
Andover. Another fi ve are currently under contract and 
getting ready to close. Add these to the others that have 
closed in Andover this year and we are right at our histori-
cal average for number of homes sold in a year.

We are not aware of any scheduled closings that have 
been delayed, postponed or canceled because of the lack 
of money available from lenders.  

With the current news, many buyers and sellers think it’s 
tough to get a mortgage. We haven’t seen this. Interest 
rates are still favorable. In fact, fi nancing with little or no 
down payment is still readily available through New Hamp-
shire Housing, VA, Rural Development or FHA. There is 
no reason for low or no down payment buyers with good 
credit and dependable incomes to shy away from the hous-
ing and mortgage markets. 

Lake Farm Realty is ready to help.  Come in and talk to us.

Art Urie Ed Becker
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