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By Kat Hitchmoth
Making Strides volunteerr

Wrapping the big green building 
on Concord’s Memorial Field in a gi-
ant quilt for the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk is like wrapping each and 
every person affected by breast cancer 
in a great big hug. That was our intent. 
Stitches of Comfort for Hope has done 
exactly that and more. 

Sometimes a nice, big hug just says 
it all. I received many hugs from people 
as they handed in their quilt squares, 
and I was privy to many heartwarming 
stories about why they wanted to be in-
volved in this project. 

There is just something warm and 
inviting about a hug when you are go-
ing through a tough time like someone 
who’s battling breast cancer. It says 
so much, sometimes without saying a 
word. 

The support and comfort that our 
quilt project provided was evident from 
all the wonderful comments I heard as 

Huge Quilt Greets Huge Crowd 
At "Making Strides" In Concord

I moved about the fi eld on Sunday, Oc-
tober 19. I heard some say how beauti-
ful it was. Some said it made them feel 
warm and loved. Others didn’t have to 
say anything at all, they just stood arm 
in arm, often with tears streaming down 
their cheeks, and gazed at our outpour-
ing of comfort. 

To all the people who helped with 
this project in any way, and for all the 
many different reasons you became in-
volved, thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for coming together.

Each year as I become more and 
more involved with the walk, the more 
hope I have that someday there will be 
a cure for breast cancer. When we come 
together with a passion for a cause, we 
can offer that hope. 

The quilters who participated in this 
labor of love did so because they have 
strength and hope enough to share. For-
ty-fi ve large quilt squares came together 
to provide strength for all who came to 
the Making Strides walk. 

Together we are making a difference.

Kat Hitchmoth of Andover helped organize the creation of the 30'x15' quilt  
that greeted participants at the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event 
in Concord on October 19. Photo: Kat Hitchmoth

Just For Jill (pictured here) is one of four Making Strides teams with deep 
Andover roots. Sarah's Soldiers, Jennifer's Journey, and French's Feisty Fight-
ers are the others. Photo: Angie Henderson

By Julie Gaudette
Just for Jill

A huge thank you to the citizens of 
Andover for their support of the Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer walk. 
The crew from Jake’s Market, the staff 
at AE/MS, the student council, and oth-
er students involved families, friends, 

and many, many others who contribut-
ed time, money, energy, and snacks for 
the walkers. 

An even bigger thank you to Ar-
mand Boisvert for donating the use of 
a bus to bring a crew to the walk, and 
to Melissa Thompson for donating her 
time to drive that bus!

Thanks For Supporting "Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer"

Stress-Free Holiday Shopping
THINK LOCAL   •   SHOP LOCAL

SAVE TIME, GAS and YOUR SANITY — SHOP LOCAL. 
We have a great number of wonderful local businesses
with fabulous holiday gifts for everyone on your list.
Shopping local is good for you and your community. 
Sponsored by:

www.lakesunapeenh.org   • 603.526.6575
Support Local Business! Buy Local Products and Services.
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The Garden Spa
29 Little Sunapee Road
New London, NH 03257

603-526-6540 / www.gardenspanh.com

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for
Relaxation • Sports Injuries
Sore Muscles • Well Being!

Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy
10 Lawrence Street

Andover • 735-8102

VOTE


