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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff

Andover does not have its own food 
pantry, preferring to use the Twin Riv-
ers Interfaith facility at St. Jude’s Church 
on Main Street in Franklin.

The shelves at the Twin Rivers In-
terfaith Food Pantry are less than 35% 
stocked. This at a time when there was 
an 8% increase in the number of people 
served last month, and the prospect of 
an even greater need in the near future. 
There were 85 new applicants in Sep-
tember. Approximately 40 Andover 
residents are clients of the Pantry.

Said Esther Cain, Pantry Manager; 
“In the past we were able to allow each 
person who came to us a seven-day 
supply of food each month. Now we are 
down to fi ve days. Unfortunately, if we 
don’t get more on our shelves, we may 
have to go to three days worth of food 
per month for each person.”

Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pan-
try is currently serving 805 residents 
of Andover, Franklin, Hill, Northfi eld, 
Danbury, Salisbury, Sanbornton, and 
Tilton. Food for the program is either pur-
chased from the New Hampshire Food 
Bank in Manchester, donated through 
the USDA commodities program, do-
nated by Hannafords, or donated by lo-
cal individuals and organizations.

“We have never turned away a fam-
ily in need,” says Esther. However, if a 
family returns to us within the month we 
will tell them they have to go to a differ-
ent agency somewhere else in the area.” 
Those other agencies might include the 

Supplies Dangerously Low 
At Franklin Food Pantry

Community Action Program (CAP), 
which administers the government food 
program. Or they might be directed to 
the “If Needed” bread, fruit, and veggie 
program every Saturday from 1 PM to 
3 PM, which is run by Henry Burns and 
his wife Barbara. That program is also 
housed at St. Jude’s Church. 

Immediate needs might be best 
helped at Bread and Roses soup kitch-
en. Seniors might be steered toward the 
hearty $2 lunches served each weekday 
at the TRIP Center.

Traditionally there are food drives 
near the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. For a few weeks the shelves are 
overfl owing with all manner of canned 
and boxed foods, and the refrigerators 
and freezers and full to bursting. That 
doesn’t last long. And it doesn’t help the 
people who are hungry now.

“We need food and monetary dona-
tions, and we need them quick,” says 
Esther. “The need is real and urgent.”

Esther also indicates that volunteers 
are needed. If you are able to drive 
a truck to Manchester to pick up the 
New Hampshire Foodbank delivery, 
please call Esther at 286-8110, or the 
Pantry voicemail at 934-2662. Volun-
teers are also needed for offi ce work 
and sorting.

Donations of money may be sent to 
Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry, PO 
Box 184, Franklin 03235. Food items 
may be dropped off during the Pantry’s 
operating hours at St. Jude’s Church: 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 to 11 AM, and 
Wednesdays, 5 to 7 PM.

Esther Cain (l), manager of the Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry, and 
Gail Levesque, associate manager, stand beside depleted shelves of 
canned goods.  Staff photo: Heather Makechnie

Jen Braley (l), manager of Jake's Market in Andover, and deli maestro 

Erin Maneeley hand Gail Parenteau (r) her freshly prepared lunch salad. 

Owner Ed Kerrigan has four Jake’s Markets, one each in Lebanon, Georges 

Mills, New London, and Andover. 

Jen says that the economy doesn’t seem to have slowed business at the 

Andover store. “When Proctor is busy, we are busy. Along with the sale of 

Citgo gas, we do a very heavy business at our deli with subs, wraps, salads, 

soups, sandwiches, chili, and dogs, as well as grilled items. Customers 

love the Green Mountain coffee. There is a well-stocked beer and beverage 

cooler and a full array of grocery, household, and personal hygiene items. 

Sometimes it’s faster and cheaper to shop here than to go all the way to a 

supermarket.”  Staff photo: Heather Makechnie
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EDUCATION:
Cornell University Medical College, New York, NY   MD - 1983 

State University of New York, Stony Brook, NY   MA - 1970

RESIDENCY: Internal Medicine
UMass Medical Center, Worcester, MA 1986

Brown University Providence, RI 1985

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Community Medical Associates, Concord, NH 2005 - 2008

Tricounty Medical Associates, Franklin, MA 1996-2004

Private Practice, Internal Medicine, Bellingham, MA 1986-1996

CERTIFICATION:
American Board of Internal Medicine 

Dr. Moore joins Dr. Jack Kirk, Dr. Jeffrey Powell and 
Dr. Denise Weber in their Internal Medicine practice at the 
Medical Office Building, 249 County Rd., New London, NH

to its team of providers.

New London Hospital welcomes

YIELD

UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207


