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You, dear reader, may have traveled 
past Mr. D’s Restaurant at 428 North 
Main Street in West Franklin recently 
and been puzzled by the dark exterior. 
Or perhaps you were curious, drove 
into the parking lot, and were dismayed 
to read the sign posted on the door; 
“Closed. Out of business.” 

Alas, it is true. The restaurant that 
has for many years been home to Ro-
tary and Lions Club, Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, Kiwanis, 
training and superintendents groups for 
local industry … closed.

According to owner George Dascoulias, 
“After working 34 years, seven days a 
week, with an average of 80 to 100 work 
hours per week, the economy has fi nally 
made it necessary for us to shut down.” 

George continues, “Webster Valve 
has gone from 600 down to 130 em-
ployees, the plastic industry is pretty 
much gone, and there has been phe-
nomenal growth at Exit 20 [of I-89 in 

Tilton]. In our hay days we hired up-
wards of 25 employees, many of them 
good Andover folks. But the business 
just isn’t there any more. With the clos-
ing of the restaurant there is lost income 
for 15 full and part time people.”

The restaurant has been a family af-
fair. George and his father George bought 
the business when it was Jack’s Restau-
rant with 15 counter seats. His brothers 
also worked, “and my sister Susan has 
been there from day one.” George’s son 
John was working until closing day.

Over the years there have been three 
build-outs. Now the 3,066 square foot 
facility has a total of 221 seats; 55 ban-
quet, 74 sit down, and 66 private. The 
4.2-acre corner property is on the mar-
ket for $599,000. “It’s a big lot and has 
potential. It’s still on one of the only 
east-west highways in New Hamp-
shire,” says Dascoulias.

“I would like to thank the many, 
many Andover residents who support-
ed the business over the years. And who 
worked to make it what it was.”
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Josh Barton’s shop, Barton’s Perfor-
mance, does custom work and quality 
repair on automobiles, motorcycles, and 
snowmobiles. He is licensed to do State 
Inspections of auto and motorcycles. 
He is an authorized dealer of VP racing 
fuel and Amsoil performance oil.

Josh, 30, learned to tinker with en-
gines at the side of his dad, Ted Bar-
ton. Says personal friend Peter Merkes, 
“Josh can fi x anything from a mouse-
trap to a skidder.”

Barton’s Performance was closed 
for two months this summer in order to 
“re-group and re-organize,” says Josh. 
“I hired a new ASE Certifi ed Mechan-
ic, Shane Hawthorne of Bristol. We 
have been right out straight since we re-
opened at the beginning of October.”

Josh says, “My goal is to build the 
business until I can spruce the place 
up. I’d like to see it grow and someday 
maybe even own it.”

Josh earned himself a bit of glory 
when he was younger in performance 
racing. Now he takes delight in helping 
out Team Marceau dirt bikers (Austin 
Marceau and Josh Bond), and TNT 
Auto Body’s motocross team (Tyler 
Heath). “I do what I can to support them 
and help them succeed.”

He also has two large Planet Aid 
containers at the front of his service 
station. “It’s no skin off my teeth, and I 
like helping out where I can.”

Barton’s Performance is open week-
days and most Saturdays. Call 735–5750 
or e-mail BartonsPerformance@tds.net 
for an appointment, or just drop by 720 
Franklin Highway in East Andover. 
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Barton’s Performance staff includes (l-r) Jen Keyser, support; Josh Bar-
ton, owner; and Shane Hawthorne, ASE certifi ed mechanic. 
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State Inspections
Custom Work & 
Quality Repairs

Automobiles ~ Motorcycles
Snowmobiles & More

Josh Barton
720 Franklin Highway
East Andover
735-5750
BartonsPerformance@tds.net

Authorized Dealer For:

Sorry for any Sorry for any 
inconvenience during the inconvenience during the 

reorganization of our reorganization of our 
business.business.
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RESIDENTIAL CARETAKING
Peace of Mind When You’re Away

603-768-3425

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – CARETAKING
FULLY INSURED

• Lawn Mowing    • Decks
• Fall Cleanups    • Building Repairs
• Landscape Maintenance   • Power Washing
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MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam


