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By Nan Kaplan
Andover Conservation Commission

Beavers have caused fl ooding prob-
lems on Elbow Pond Road in the past, 
but some newly-installed Beaver Deceiv-
ers should solve the problem and make it 
easier for everyone – motorists, taxpay-
ers, and beavers – to live together.

Beavers play an important role in 
the ecology of Andover’s ponds and 
streams. Without beavers there would 
be little diversity of the life found in 
wetlands, which are not unproductive 
wastelands. We now have wetlands pro-
tection laws to prevent the loss of this 
valuable resource.

Beavers are like humans, in that they 
will alter their habitats to suit them-
selves. And this can bring them into 
confl ict with humans, as we have seen 
on Elbow Pond Road. Along with high 
water events during the past few years, 
the beavers have been building dams 
and fl ooding the road, creating serious 
problems for the town and the Road 
Agent’s crews.

Much town money has gone into 
gravel for the road and for two large 
box culverts, each six feet across. Even-
tually the beavers thoroughly dammed 
the insides of the culverts.

Skip Lisle from Grafton, Vermont, 
designed the Beaver Deceiver to al-
low beavers to continue to live in an 
area, but to keep culverts from getting 
blocked with dams. Skip is a former 
wildlife manager for the Penobscot 
Nation in Maine, and his research for 
his master’s thesis at the University of 
Maine on beavers’ use of the landscape 
taught him how to outwit a beaver. 

Skip’s Beaver Deceivers allow hu-
mans and beavers to live peaceably near 
each other. With the installation of two 
Beaver Deceivers at Elbow Pond Road, 
he hopes to prevent the beavers from 
damming the new culverts.

He fi rst spoke to a group of towns-
people who gathered at Elbow Pond 
Road about a year and a half ago to 
learn about his solution for the fl ooding 
problem. He convinced the members of 
the Andover Conservation Commission 
that his plan would work. 

A deep understanding about beaver 
behavior is essential to the building 
of his fl ow devices, as is knowledge 
of hydrological engineering, biology, 
and ecology. We feel that being a good 
steward of the land means working for 
the benefi t of wildlife. Killing beavers 
leads to sterility of the wetlands.

Skip Lisle fi nishes the Beaver Deceiver system in the east culvert of Elbow 
Pond Road. It includes a modifi ed Beaver Deceiver placed at the culvert 
(in the foreground) and a trapezoid-shaped fence (that Skip is climbing out 
of) protecting the infl ow of a double pipe which runs under the Deceiver 
and into the opening of the culvert. Because each Beaver Deceiver is site-
specifi c, the one in the west culvert looks rather different.
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Beaver Deceivers In Place 
At Elbow Pond Road

The owner of the land at Elbow Pond 
had specifi ed to the town that she did 
not want the beavers exterminated. 
That would only solve the problem tem-
porarily, as new beavers would eventu-
ally move in as long as there is a good 
food supply for them.

What triggers the beavers’ instinct to 
dam is the sound of fl owing water. Dam-
ming creates a pond where the beavers’ 
lodge can be entered from underwa-
ter. The pond is what the beavers want, 
making it easier to fl oat their food supply 
close to their lodge. They also build ca-
nals to reach the trees which they use for 
food and dam-building material.
Crisis Averted

In September the condition of the 
culverts and of Mountain Brook bridge 
were at crisis stage, and the Selectmen 
were ready to proceed with a new solu-
tion, calling on Skip to offer his sugges-
tions. Skip explained that every site is 
different, and he spent time analyzing 
the situation before he decided how to 
proceed. 

Initially he built a temporary fence 
across the intake side of the west culvert, 
and overnight the beavers had started 
a dam at that spot. That next morning 
fi ve women in boots – Selectman Vicky 
Mishcon, Sandra Graves, Janet Moore, 
Gail Richards, and Nan Kaplan – were 
in the brook, clearing away the debris. 
It was amazing to observe the engineer-
ing capabilities of the beaver, starting 
with small debris, grass, and mud, and 
building up to sticks and large limbs, all 
woven in together.

Skip could not begin the process un-
til the culverts were thoroughly cleared 
of damming material. At one point, 
Skip and Vicky were inside the culvert 
with cultivators attempting to dislodge 
the cement-like remnants of the dam. 

Eventually a pressure pump was 
brought in and used by Taylor Anderson, 
and the residue was fi nally cleared and 
work on the west culvert was begun.

The Beaver Deceiver installed there 
is a trapezoidal fence with thick pres-
sure-treated posts which extend out 
from the culvert. A polyethylene pipe 
goes from inside the fencing to the fi lter 
end which is a cylinder of concrete-re-
inforcing mesh, six inches by six inch-
es.. This surrounds the end of the pipe 
to prevent damming. This size fencing 
allows turtles and fi sh to pass through, 
but not the beavers.

The east culvert is fencing made up 
of large rocks, placed at the culverts 

when they were built, and a straight 
Beaver Deceiver fence, along with the 
pipe and fi lter system.

In addition, Skip built a Caster Mas-
ter (a polyethylene pipe) extended 40 
feet from the beaver dam downstream 
from the two culverts, the pipe having 
been placed through the dam. The usual 
fi lter fencing is at the intake end of the 
pipe. This keeps water fl owing through 
the dam so the pond won’t overfl ow 

over the road.
Skip stressed the importance of qual-

ity construction with the best materials 
if the system is to stand the test of time, 
the elements, and the beavers. The use 
of these modern fl ow devices is cost-
effective, long-term, and represents an 
environmentally benefi cial solution for 
most beaver-related fl ooding problems.

Please go have a look! You’ll be im-
pressed!

Happy Holidays
This month we would like to say “Thank you” to all of 

our friends and neighbors for helping to make this past 
year a success. Meeting new people, making friends, and 
introducing new neighbors to each other is a wonderful, 
serendipitous benefi t of working as a REALTOR®.  

We look forward to working with you whether it is time 
for you or your friends or family to buy or sell property, not 
just in Andover, but all of New Hampshire and, with our 
International Relocation Service, throughout the United 
States and the world.

The highest compliment we can receive 
is the referral of friends and neighbors. 

Thank you for your trust.

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year
It’s worth having accurate information. We’ve got it at 

Lake Farm Realty. Come in and talk to us. We will help 
you buy or sell your home. 
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