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International Poetry Contest winner. 
New Letters annually awards $4,500 

in literary prizes. The 2008 New Letters 
writing contest received entries from all 
50 states and 20 foreign countries. En-
tries are judged anonymously to ensure 
fairness. The next contest deadline is 
May 18, 2009. See NewLetters.org for 
details.

For 75 years, the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City has published New 
Letters, an international magazine of 
writing and art. For information about 
upcoming contests, events, or subscrip-
tion inquiries for New Letters maga-
zine, please visit NewLetters.org or call 
816 235-1168.

Andover writer Laurie Zimmerman 
has won the $1,500 New Letters Prize 
for Poetry for her poems After the Mar-
riage, Ski Jumper, Bird, and In Proctor 
Graveyard. 

The award was announced by the 
magazine on October 24. It is given an-
nually by New Letters, an international 
magazine of writing art published at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City. “I 
admired the modesty of voice, the poet 
willing to surrender to the poem, the 
poem driven by meaning,” says poetry 
judge Christopher Buckley. 

Laurie’s poetry chapbook Hid-
den Branches was published in 1984. 
Her collection Jairus’s Daughter was 
a semi-fi nalist for the Morse Poetry 
Prize. Her work has been published in 
Mid-American Review, Orion, Rattle, 5 
AM, Paterson Literary Review, and Im-
age, among others. 

She received an Excellence in Writ-
ing Award from the Milton Center, and 
her poetry has been featured on New 
Hampshire Public Radio. Kim Addoniz-
io chose Laurie as the 2008 River Styx 
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High School Musical will be at the 
Franklin Opera House from Friday, 
December 12, through Sunday, Decem-
ber 14. On the front steps of East High, 
the fi rst day after winter break, it’s the 
Jocks, Brainiacs, Thespians, and Skater 
Dudes fi nding their cliques. This mu-
sical takes you through the daily lives 
of high school kids. The obvious end-
ing is that all students come together as 
winners. Delightful, upbeat, and full of 
jumping songs – a must see.

On Friday, December 19, at 7 PM and 
Saturday, December 20, at 2 PM and 7 
PM the Franklin Opera House presents 
The Children’s Nutcracker, which cel-
ebrates the season with highlights from 

The Nutcracker. 
This delightful ballet, accompanied 

by a live orchestra, will feature children 
and teenagers from throughout the re-
gion in a special one-hour family per-
formance of the Tchaikovsky classic. 
The charming production, with guest 
appearances by New Hampshire artists, 
is sure to be a holiday hit with all ages. 

Tutus, tiaras, bow ties, fairy wings, 
and gowns are encouraged for the lit-
tlest audience members. After all, it is 
The Children’s Nutcracker!

Franklin Opera House is located 
at 316 Central Street in Franklin. For 
more information, call 934-1901 or visit 
FranklinOperaHouse.org.
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By Diane Rice
Andover Library Trustee

What is it about the chill in the air 
that makes the smells of the kitchen so 
much more welcoming and warming? 
Is it the heat that comes from the oven 
fi lled with cookies just waiting to be 
eaten, or is it the smells coming from 
the crock pot with a long-simmered 
dinner all ready for hardy appetites? 

Whatever it is, there is something 
about this season, fi lled with celebra-
tions of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
and renewed hopes for the New Year, 
that makes all of us look forward to set-
tling in around a table fi lled with friends 
and family. Whether we look for inspi-
ration and new tastes, or guidance in 
reinventing old favorites, we can satisfy 
our curiosity by paging through many 
of the timely magazines that our librar-

ies have, such as Cooks Illustrated, 
Food and Wine, Simply Delicious, and 
Cooking for Two. 

To add to our culinary repertoire, 
two new books have just been added at 
the Andover Library: Better Homes and 
Gardens Test Kitchen Favorites, and 
Just Desserts in the large print edition. 

After those holidays where many of 
us are fi lled with grim resolutions to 
refrain from all those feasts we have 
so enjoyed, you can even check out 
Healthy Cooking and Cooking Light 
to prepare for the treats that November 
and December 2009 will hold for us all 
once again. 

The Library Trustees, Andover Li-
brarian Priscilla Poulin, and Bachelder 
Librarian Mary Sell all wish you a hap-
py, healthy, and delicious holiday sea-
son.

Andover Libraries

After moving back to his home town 
of New London, David Cleveland decid-
ed he wanted to give something back to 
his community. And what better gift than 
a pre-holiday, feel-good production of the 
Dickens classic A Christmas Carol?

Now in its sixth year, this home-
grown tradition involves many local 
families. From New London hail Jean-
nie Bolger, her daughter Jessica, and her 
son Butch; Alice Field and her daugh-
ters Maggie and Mary; Kate and Eric 
Scheuch; Judy Wallace; David Cleve-
land; and Robert Jensen. Newbury’s 
Chuck Schubert and his son Chris are 
participating for their fi fth year, as are 
Colby-Sawyer College alum Mike 
Mooney and Laurie Reeder of Wilmot.

Returning for their third go-round are 
Sunapee residents Tom Coverdale and 
his daughter Jennifer. Joining their sis-
ter Jennifer this year are Jonas and Beth. 
Stage Manager Cody Scherer of Spring-
fi eld is also returning for his third year.

Returning for their second year in the 
show are Sunapee native Braden Miles, 
and Annie Walker from New London.

New to the cast this year are Sunapee 
resident Ellen Wassell, Bonnie Lewis of 
Wilmot, Aiden Markoff of New Lon-
don, and Carley St. Louis of Newbury.

“This is really a wonderful experience,” 
says Jay Lambert of Wilmot who, along 
with his wife Linda, has been in the cast 

A Gift To The Community
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since the beginning. “It’s great entertain-
ment for the whole family, and reminds us 
of what Christmas spirit is all about.”

Robert Jensen says, “The script re-
ally captures the essence of the story. 
The show runs just over one hour.” 

David Cleveland adds, “This is such 
a busy time of year for everyone. Be-
cause the production is a staged reading 
and we have so many cast members re-
turning, we’re able to put it all together 
with just three evenings of rehearsal.” 
He continues, “This coming together of 
so many talented people from our com-
munity and appreciative audiences is 
exactly the kind of energy I hope will 
snowball into the creation of an arts fa-
cility in the Community Center at the 
New London Middle School.”

A Christmas Carol will be performed 
in New London’s Whipple Memorial Town 
Hall on Friday, December 12, and Saturday, 
December 13, at 7 PM and Sunday, Decem-
ber 14, at 4 PM. As a gift to the community, 
these shows are free of charge.
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VNA Thank You!

Lake Sunapee Region VNA & Hospice
thanks the community for its support over the past year!

It is such generosity that allows our extraordinary team of
staff and volunteers to continue to provide services

… in more than 17 towns
… for thousands of people of all ages
… with a wide range of care needs

Because “home care matters”, we thank you!

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257
www.lakesunapeevna.org • 526-4077


