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portive community members to address 
these concerns have resulted in meetings 
and action plans toward mitigating these 
issues. The AASP and its constituents 
worked in good faith and with consider-
able investment of time and resources 
to craft a proposed lease agreement that 
would shift responsibilities, fi duciary 
and otherwise, to AASP. These concilia-
tory efforts proved fruitless. 

Rumor has it that a long-term lease 
agreement with any tenant of the Hamp 
House property would stand as a bar-
rier to a reintroduction of the recently-
voted-down school expansion issue. 
The afterschool program resides on 
the property where that building would 
need to go. However, the proposed War-
rant Article contains an “out” clause in 
the event that such a bond issue is ap-
proved by the voters. 

It is important to note that two of the 
dissenting board members utilized the 
program for their own children in past 
years. AASP was apparently a valuable 
resource then. 

I encourage everyone’s attendance at 
the School District Meeting on Monday, 
March 2, at 7 PM at AE/MS in order 
that your vote is cast and your voice be 
heard. Too often we passively endorse 
these “executive session” decisions by 
elected offi cials whom we hope have 

The Andover After School Program 
(AASP) and Andover Five Alive 

Program (AFAP) are lifesavers for me. 
Being a single parent who works 

an eight-to-fi ve job in Concord, I don’t 
know how I would have managed get-
ting my son to afternoon kindergarten 
last year and also have a place to go 
after school. With these two vital pro-
grams, I was able to get my son onto 
the bus in the morning, and he would go 
directly to the Five Alive Program until 
the afternoon kindergarten started and 
then return to the Andover After School 
Program once school was fi nished. 

I feel that the Programs’ location 
right on the school grounds is a huge 
asset, as it eliminates the need for un-
necessary transportation of these young 
children. Once they have reached the 
school by bus (or whatever means they 
may use) they no longer have to leave 
the school grounds until the end of the 
day when they are picked up. 

The staff have always kept the kids 
busy with games and activities as well 
as having them work on any homework 
assignments they have. By having his 
homework completed before I pick 
my son up, it allows me to just quickly 
check it after we get home, and then we 
can spend more time doing other family 
activities.

Kevin Kraft

I am writing in support of the 
Andover School District warrant 

article by petition recently submitted 
on behalf of the Andover After School 
Program (AASP), requesting the Dis-
trict voters to direct the School Board 
to reverse its decision not to renew the 
lease on the Hamp House property for 
use of the AASP. 

This ill-advised decision by the 
School Board evidences a lack of appre-
ciation for a current community service, 
as well as a lack of understanding and 
vision regarding the relevance of such 
programs to the overall health, safety, 
and education of the broader com-
munity. Their expressed issue appears 
rooted in their reluctance to serve as 
landlord (though apparently only to the 
AASP, since other leases on the prop-
erty are not challenged). They cite con-
cerns such as safety, need, community 
relevance, etc. In short a shifting litany 
of issues – some valid and addressed, 
many others unfounded and disproven. 

Repeated attempts by AASP board 
members, involved parents, and sup-

As I perused the Holidays 2008 is-
sue of the Beacon I was struck, 

not for the fi rst time, by how blessed I 
am to live in a town full of the spirit of 
generosity and giving all year round. 
Whether it is residents donating to the 
new food pantry, parents volunteering 
for the PTO, the Recycling Commit-
tee’s Swap Shop, or any number of oth-
er gifts, this town never stops giving to 
and caring for its own.

We are facing diffi cult economic 
times, and I have no doubt that we will 
all feel the pinch of recession. More 
importantly, I have no doubt that we 
will keep giving to and supporting 
each other in whatever way we can. 
Thus I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say, “Thank you, and keep up 
the good work.”

Jaime Powers

As a parent, an educator, and a tax-
payer, I have decided to run for a 

position on the Andover School Board. 
I have two daughters, one in kindergar-
ten and another who will be starting 
kindergarten in a year and a half. As a 
result, I have direct, personal interest in 
the success of AE/MS, and as a high 
school science teacher in an outside 
district, I have fi rst-hand knowledge of 
the needs of children and teachers in the 
classroom. 

Finally, as a taxpayer, I can bring 
a balanced, fair-minded approach to 
the business of the School Board. This 
seems to be a good time to have some 
fresh minds making decisions for our 
community, and most importantly, our 
children.

Thank you, and I would appreciate 
your support this March.

Erik A. Anderson

I would like to thank the Andover Af-
ter School Program and the Andover 

Five Alive Program for the weekly use 
of the Hamp House building for our Boy 
Scout meetings. We have used the build-
ing for many years – four years with the 
Cub Scout Den, and now for the past 
several years with Boy Scout Troop 489. 
We are able to use the building during 
the evening hours weekly. 

This building has been a great help 
to our organization, and I hope we will 
be able to use the space for many more 
years. 

Thank you, 
Kathy Bennett
Scoutmaster, Troop 489

Letters To The Beacon
our best interests at heart.

Darryl Furtkamp

Over the years I’ve heard the comment 
that we, as a town, should never 

have given up the old town hall on Main 
Street next to Pizza Chef (now the Pro-
Claim building). Its central “downtown” 
location might have accommodated the 
expansion of the town hall, the expansion 
of the Andover library, the After School 
Program, the Service Club thrift shop, 
another town meeting room, a commu-
nity center, a senior center, and so on. 

Well, maybe it could serve various 
community needs and wants again. It’s 
for sale. The listing price is far beyond 
what the Budget Committee would en-
tertain, but with today’s economy, it 
will probably be on the market for some 
time and will probably be sold for less 
than its listing price. 

Andover folks have a way of pulling 
together in a cooperative spirit. Maybe 
the Lions Club, Service Club, the Bea-
con, the After School Program, and 
other groups could unite and somehow 
purchase the property for community 
purposes. Several tenants are providing 
some income to help offset expenses, 
and the building is in good shape. 

Think about it …
Tina Cotton

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call
735-5444

LakeFarm.com Lake Farm sells another one.
40 Acres - Classic old farmhouse in 
good condition w/attached barn/
garage. Big family room, big deck. 

Franklin $275,000

Interested in Buying or 
Selling Property Anywhere 

in the Country?
Call for no-obligation information 

1-800-523-2460 Ext. F-664.

TURNING “FOR SALE” INTO “SOLD”

Dine In or Take Out
Now offering Table Service

100% Vegetable Oil • No MSG Added

276 Newport Road
The Gallery • New London
(across from Hannaford)

Open 6 Days – Closed Mondays

526-2868

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for
Relaxation • Sports Injuries
Sore Muscles • Well Being!

Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy
10 Lawrence Street

Andover • 735-8102

We know you’ve been meaning 
to support the Beacon, but you 
just haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!

SEND A CHECK TODAY!


