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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff
Andover Food Pantry

The Andover Food Pantry is in its 
third month of operation. Situated in a 
hallway in the basement of the Andover 
Town Hall, it is stocked by voluntary 
contributions from the community, 
and anyone in need simply goes to the 
shelves when the Town Hall is open and 
takes items that would help them, their 
family, or their neighbor.

While some have expressed doubts 
that a food pantry “sitting out in the 
open, with no one to guard it” could 
work in Andover, Town Administrator 
Dana Hadley says that, so far, “it has 
gone very well, and it is serving a good 
purpose.”

Dana further explains, “The Town 
Offi ce does not monitor the shelves, nor 
does it keep records. The community 
has open access to the resource. We have 
seen a good many people use it, and I, 
myself, have had occasion to refer people 
to it. We have not observed any abuse.”

The pantry seems to be well supplied. 
“Just yesterday a group of students was 
here from Proctor, and they fi lled the 
shelves,” says Dana. “So many from the 
community have been so generous. And 
that’s a good thing, because I think that 
as the winter goes on and the economy 
worsens, we are going to see a signifi -
cant rise in the need for the pantry here 
in Andover. It’s probably going to get 
busier. Maybe there will be one or two 
who abuse it, but a mistake in kindness is 
never a bad thing. We are glad to be host-
ing the food pantry at the Town Hall.”

Don Gross of the Andover Lions 
Club says, “The Lions Club would very 
much like to make sure that those in 
need in our community have enough to 
eat. It may be that there are some who, 
for one reason or another, do not feel 
comfortable enough to go to the pan-
try at the Town Hall. If so, they should 
call me or anyone of the Lions. We will 
package up the food and get it to you.”
Interfaith Food Pantry

Esther Cain of the Interfaith Food 

The Andover Food Pantry, in the basement of the Town Hall, is literally over-
fl owing with the community’s generosity.  Staff photo: Charlie Darling

Area Food Pantries Help 
Those In Need

Pantry in Franklin (which serves eight 
communities, including Andover) re-
ports that usership is up in the past two 
months. “Last month alone we had 26 
new families that needed help.” 

She says that contributions are up, too. 
“Normally we see a marked increase in 
donations around the holidays. But this 
year it was wonderful. We still have food 
on the shelves from the generosity of 
people in the (extended) community.”

Esther says that she is so grateful, 
especially, for the contributions from 
Andover. “I grew up as Esther Stafford 
in Andover. It has warmed my heart to 
see the outpouring of help from Andover 
recently, because I remember, as a girl, 
how warm and caring my neighbors in 
Andover were, and still are.”

Esther points to one person, in par-
ticular, who really caught her attention. 
“There was a young boy from Andover 
who asked all his friends to give him 
food instead of birthday presents. 
He brought it all in and put it on the 
shelves. 

“Also, an Andover man brought 
over his van, and we drove down to 
Manchester and absolutely loaded it with 
frozen turkeys, so there were turkeys for 
everyone for the holidays. He donated 
his time, strength, and mileage. 

“The Andover Service Club brought 
all sorts of items and really shored up 
the stock. There is a lady from the East 
Andover Congregational Church who 
is bringing in fresh eggs on a regular 
basis. Now folks can bake or even just 
have an egg for breakfast. 

“Checks have come in from Andover. 
We are very, very grateful for this 
spirit of giving which is coming from 
Andover. Thank you so much.”

The Interfaith Food Pantry is open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 to 11 
AM and Wednesday from 5 to 7 AM. 
There is still need for drivers to go down 
to the New Hampshire Food Bank in 
Manchester several times a month. To 
contact the Interfaith Food Pantry, call 
934-2662.

See Food  on page 12
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We need your donations of non-perishable foods 
and other home necessities.

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 
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