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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Town Meeting season is upon us. 
Here are the dates you need to keep in 
mind in order to participate in the im-
portant decisions facing our town this 
year.

Friday, January 30 – Filing period 
for Andover Town and School District 
Offi cers ends at 5 PM.

Tuesday, February 3 – Last day to 
petition the Selectmen to include an ar-
ticle in the warrant for Town Meeting.

Saturday, February 28 – Supervi-
sor of the Checklist available to correct 
the checklist, Town Hall, 11 AM to 
11:30 AM.

Monday, March 2 – Andover School 
District Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7 PM.

Monday, March 2 – Andover Vil-
lage District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Town Hall, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 10 – Voting, AE/
MS Gym, 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 10 – Andover Town 
Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 17 – East Andover 
Fire Precinct Annual Meeting, East 
Andover Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

Wednesday, March 18 – Andover 
Fire District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

For more info, contact the Town Of-
fi ce at 735-5332 or AndoverNH@tds.net.

Get Ready For Town 
Meeting Season 2009

NEWS FROM THE TOWN OFFICE
By Dana Hadley
Andover Town Administrator

I hope that everyone is staying warm 
these days by the woodstove, the radia-
tor, or what have you. As I write this col-
umn, it is very cold and the temperature 
is dropping – six degrees in the past few 
hours. It is winter in New Hampshire. 

I would like to recognize the sense 
of neighborhood and cooperation that 
happened during the December ice 
storm. On behalf of the Selectmen, I 
would like to thank the many people 
who responded to this emergency. I am 
hesitant to mention people by name in 
the event that I would inadvertently for-
get to mention someone, but there were 
so many folks who worked together in a 
wonderful spirit of cooperation during 
this event. 

I would like to recognize the Town’s 
emergency management team led by 
Director Ed Becker and Deputy Direc-
tor Jane Hubbard. Due to many hours 
of planning and organizing, this team 
knew what needed to be done in this sit-
uation and were able to direct help where 
it was needed. It made a difference. For 
the past several years, Emergency Plan-
ning has been on the front burner, and 
our offi cials made us proud. 

Thanks also to our Fire Depart-
ments, the Andover Police Depart-
ment, the Rescue Squad, Road Agent 
Jon Champagne and his able crew, and 
the personnel from the New Hampshire 
Electric Coop and Public Service Com-
pany of New Hampshire. And we can’t 
forget to thank the countless citizen vol-
unteers for their dedicated service dur-
ing this emergency. 

A shelter was opened at the Andover 

Fire Department where a few citizens 
were assisted by having a hot meal and 
a chance to get warm. We are very 
grateful for the thoughtful donations of 
food by Proctor Academy and others, 
and the volunteers who prepared it. It 
was wonderful how neighbors helped 
neighbors and friends by taking them 
into their homes to keep warm and 
making sure that they were OK. We 
already knew it, but Andover indeed is 
a great place to live. 

The road agent and the highway 
crew have been working very hard to 
keep our roads safe. I appreciate their 
hard work. One issue that I have been 
made aware is that there are a signifi -
cant number of homeowners who are 
plowing the snow from their driveways 
into the road. I would like to think that 
many times when this happens it is an 
accident, but with so many incidents I 
would ask that you make every effort 
not to impede the clearing of Town 
roads. This practice can pose a serious 
safety hazard, in addition to contribut-
ing to higher road clearing costs.

Also, it is very important to park out 
of harm’s way during a snow storm. 
The plows have a diffi cult job to nego-
tiate around parked cars safely. Select-
men are considering the necessity of a 
winter parking ordinance as well as an 
ordinance to address snow in the road. 
I ask that you be aware of the situation 
and do what you can to help. 

I hope you take an active part in the 
upcoming Town and School District 
meetings. It is important for us to hear 
your voice. There are many ways to serve 
your town, and showing up for important 
meetings is certainly one of them. 

Kearsarge Lake Sunapee
The Kearsarge-Lake Sunapee Com-

munity Food Pantry (KLSCFP) opened 
on January 28 at the First Baptist Church 
in New London. According to Virginia 
Register, an offi cer, the pantry will be 
open on Wednesday evening from 5:30 
PM to 7 PM and Saturday morning 
from 9:30 AM to 11 AM. 

“We held a training session, and 57 
people from seven different churches 
in the area attended! We were over-
whelmed. Colby-Sawyer students held 
a collection at one of their basketball 
games. Various churches have donated 
money. People have donated their time 
and talent to create a brochure, set up 
shelving, drive a truck to New Hamp-
shire Food Bank in Manchester, and 
even sew curtains. So many people have 
come together to address this need.”

The pantry will serve Andover, Brad-
ford, Danbury, Newbury, New London, 
Salisbury, Springfi eld, Sunapee, Sutton, 
Warner, and Wilmot. 

Says Virginia, “Our goal is to be 
welcoming, and to treat all with respect. 
While there is required paperwork, we 
hope to be able to provide a three-day 
supply of non-perishable food and some 
commodities to any hungry people, not 
just to low-income folks.”

Virginia continues, “We will be 
holding a Kick-Off Community Potluck 
Supper on Friday night, February 20. 
Because of space constraints, there will 

Food  from page 11 be two seatings; one at 5 PM and the 
other at 7 PM.  Participants are asked 
to bring a potluck and to donate money 
toward a freezer unit.”
New Hampshire Food Bank

Imagine 16,000 turkeys, all be-
headed, plucked, wrapped, and frozen. 
That’s how many turkeys were distrib-
uted this year by the New Hampshire 
Food Bank to residents of New Hamp-
shire just during the holidays. Add to 
that fi ve million pounds of other foods 
and commodities, and you can easily 
see that much good has been accom-
plished through the generosity of peo-
ple like you and me who donate money 
and time to the cause. Most of that food 
is distributed through smaller agencies 
dotted about the state – for instance, the 
Interfaith Food Pantry in Franklin.

Currently foodstocks at the New 
Hampshire Food Bank are 28% below 
where they were last year in January. At 
the same time, the demand on the food 
bank from its participating agencies 
in the state has increased nearly 40%. 
“Clearly we need help,” says Michele 
Garron, Operations Manager.

A new program for this year is “Plant 
a Row.” As you pore through the seed 
catalogs, keep in mind that an extra 
row planted in tomatoes, beans, peas, 
or chard (or anything else your green 
thumb dictates) can be delivered to the 
Food Bank, where it will be either dis-
tributed as fresh produce or processed 
at the Manchester facility for distribu-
tion later in the year.
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MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam


