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Transportation (DOT)
The Board met with representa-

tives from DOT. This was to follow up 
the discussion regarding the Route 11 
Bridge Removal Project. There have 
been previous meetings with DOT, 
the Andover Historical Society (AHS), 
the Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
(FNRT), and the Andover Snowmobile 
Club (ASC) about a parking lot. 

At a public hearing held on Decem-
ber 1, there was consensus that the 
parking lot would enhance Potter Place 
for the snowmobile club, the rail trail, 
and the historical society by providing 
a place for visitors to park. Participants 
encouraged the Board’s support for the 
parking lot.

Charles Blackman showed a plan 
for a 43,600 square foot parking lot that 
contains 26 parking spaces, each 12 feet 
wide by 25 feet long. This size would 
accommodate snowmobile trailers for 
winter use and provide adequate park-
ing for rail trail use and for the histori-
cal society’s Old Time Fair. 

The plans call for the current Routes 
4 and 11 access ramp to be used as ac-
cess for the parking lot. Selectman Vicky 
Mishcon asked if DOT would consider 
eliminating the access ramp and have 
the access from Depot Street. Bob Lan-
dry said that in order for the parking lot 
to be built as part of this state project 
the access ramp at the location depicted 
on the presented sketch is necessary. He 
said that there may not be universal use 
of the lot if there was any confusion of 
how to get to it. 

He also noted that there will be two 
street lights required to light the lot. 
Selectman Dennis Fenton expressed 
concern in regard to the electricity and 
maintenance cost of the parking lot. A 
rough estimate of the electric cost is 
$600 per year. He asked DOT if they 
would check with their utility division 
in order to estimate the electric cost.

Charles Blackman said the project is 
scheduled for a bid release of February 
2, and the bid specifi cations have to be 
prepared by his offi ce no later than the 
fi rst week of January, so it is very im-
portant for a decision to be made by the 
Town as soon as possible.

Selectman said that they would 
make a decision no later than the next 
meeting on January 5. They thanked 
Mr. Landry and Mr. Blackman for at-
tending this meeting.
Department Reports

Road Agent Jon Champagne: He 
reviewed the work done as a result of 
the December 11 and 12 ice storm. 
The town was lucky that the damage 
was confi ned to many broken trees 
and limbs, and his work crew has been 
working to clean up the debris. 

He reviewed his role and work with 
other departments during this emer-
gency. He said that in situations such as 
this it would be a great help if the road 
agent out in the fi eld had some way to 
communicate with the Emergency Op-
erations Center (EOC). This would be a 

great benefi t in the operation. He esti-
mated the cost be $4,500 for a radio. 

Jon also told the Board that he sup-
ports a winter parking ban. He noted 
that in a few instances, residents who 
park their cars in the Town’s right of 
way impact plowing operations.

Andover Police Chief Glenn 
Laramie: Chief Laramie reported on 
the activity in the police department for 
the period November 15 to December 
14. During the period there were 224 
calls for service. There was a burglary 
case that resulted in two arrests; one ar-
rest on an electronic bench warrant; and 
seven auto accidents. Four accidents 
had damage in excess of $1,000 mak-
ing them reportable to the state. The de-
partment issued seven summons and 52 
warnings during this period.

The chief spoke with the Board 
about the proposed new police cruiser. 
The state bid was awarded to Bonnev-
ille and Son in Manchester for a Dodge 
Charger at a list price of $22,579. If the 
Town purchased the Dodge Charger it 
would be necessary to also purchase 
equipment that would fi t this car. Chief 
Laramie estimated that another $2,000 
would be needed for this purpose, and it 
includes items such as the cage between 
the front and back seats. 

Hillsboro Ford has contacted him. 
They will sell a Ford Crown Victoria 
for $22,973. It would not be necessary 
to purchase any additional equipment 
for this car, as the department has equip-
ment compatible with the Ford. 

He asked the Board if they support-
ed researching a purchase for Ford in-
stead of the Charger, as in his view this 
would save money for the Town. He 
would like to gather that information 
so that he could bring it to the voters at 
the March Town Meeting. The Board 
encouraged the chief to further inves-
tigate the possibility of the purchase of 
the Ford Crown Victoria.

Andover Fire Chief John Landry: 
Chief Landry reviewed with the Board 
the emergency situation caused by the 
ice storm. He noted that a few residents 
were served at the emergency shelter 
at the fi re house, and he spoke favor-
ably regarding all the volunteers who 
worked at this effort. 

He echoed the road agent’s com-
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