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Andover Libraries
By Diane Rice
Andover Library Trustees

As I skidded over ice and snow, 
thankful that the wind wasn’t blowing 
or sleet coming down, and delighted 
that the lights were fi nally back on, 
lyrics from the musical Damn Yan-
kees suddenly came to mind: You got-
ta have hope, mustn’t sit around and 
mope. Get your chin up off the fl oor, 
you can open any door…..You’ve gotta 
have heart! 

This, of course, seemed a perfect 
lead-in for this month’s article, since 
February is National Heart Month. 

And how well our libraries have cov-
ered the topic, starting with books for 
our heart health like Sweet and Sugar-
free and The American Heart Associa-
tion Cookbook; moving on to Eat, Pray 
and Love, a tale of self-discovery by 
Elizabeth George, still on the bestseller 
list; then to advice for those contemplat-
ing romance or striving to rediscover it, 
there’s Dr. Phil’s Love Smart – Find the 
One You Want, Fix the One You Got; 
and fi nally, Last Kiss by Luanne Rice 
(no relation!), a new selection that awaits 
your reading pleasure. 

And there’s yet another kind of heart, 
one willing to take risks and follow a 
dream. Just read Andover’s own Chris 
Bengivengo’s I’ve Always Wanted to 
Run a B and B. These are only a few of 
the many books that will help us keep 
that chin up off the fl oor!

There are many recently purchased 
selections to choose from that belong to 
our libraries as well as an outstanding 
selection of books that have been donat-
ed to each library. These donated books 
, which are shelved separately, are in ex-
cellent condition and are in many cases 
duplicates of offerings already on the 
libraries’ shelves.

 Just pick one out for your reading 
pleasure, leave a donation of any size 
in the designated box, and enjoy. And 
when you’ve read it and perhaps passed 
it around , you can bring it back and 
start the cycle once again. You might 
even see it again at our annual Fourth 
of July Book Sale on the Green.

Special topical displays have also 
been created for the month of February, 
so do stop by, enjoy your libraries, and 
wish Mary and Priscilla a Happy Val-
entine’s Day.

By Brandy Collette
Bachelder Book Club

 The Bachelder Book Club will be 
meeting on Saturday, February 14, at 
9 AM to discuss the book String Too 
Short To Be Saved by former US poet 
laureate Donald Hall of Wilmot.

String Too Short To Be Saved is a 
collection of short stories, diverse in 
subject, but sutured together by the 
limitless affection the author holds 
for the land and the people of New 
Hampshire. Donald Hall tells about 
life on his grandparent’s small farm in 
Wilmot where, as a boy, he spent his 
summers. Gradually the boy grows to 
be a young man, sees his grandpar-

Bachelder Book Club
ents aging, the farm become margin-
al, and fi nally the cows sold and the 
barn abandoned. 

But these are more than nostalgic 
memories, for in the measured and ten-
der prose of each episode are signs of 
the end of things – a childhood, per-
haps a culture. In an epilogue written 
for this edition, Donald Hall describes 
his return to the farm 25 years later, to 
live the rest of his life in the house of 
string.

 Consider stopping by the Bachelder 
Library to pick up a copy and begin a 
journey through New England, as Don-
ald Hall invites you to accompany him 
on his memories. Enjoy.

The Alphorn Bistro at the Inn at 
Danbury is now hosting a Storytell-
ing Brunch. The Grafs, owner of the 
Inn, were introduced to storytelling by 
Lauretta Phillips when Alex went with 
her to this year’s opening gala dinner 
and storytelling at the Corner House 
Inn in Center Sandwich. Don Brown, 
owner of the Corner House Inn, has 
been hosting dinner and stories every 
Thursday night from the last week of 
October to the last week of May since 
1988. The Grafs said they feel this is 
such a fantastic talent, they have decid-
ed to host a storytelling Brunch on two 
Sundays each month.

The fi rst event took place January 
25 with Lauretta Phillips. Lauretta, a 
resident of Andover, tells stories of all 
kinds. Most of the stories she writes 
herself, but she has also been known to 
tell some pretty tall tales, legends, and 
folk tales from a variety of places. 

Lauretta has hosted The Talking Stick, 
a radio program at Colby-Sawyer College 

The Inn At Danbury Hosts 
Storytelling At Sunday Brunch

in New London on WSCS 90.9 FM since 
February 1996, and is co-host with her 
sister Cora Jo Ciampi of The Tale Spinner 
Cafe on WKXL 1450 AM in Concord.

The line-up of storytellers at the Inn 
on Sundays is impressive, with tell-
ers coming from New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts:

Feb 8: Peter Brodeur of Elkins
Feb 15: Cora Ciampi of Gorham
Feb 22: Angela Klingler of Salem
Mar 8: Sharon Wood of Claremont
Mar 22: Andy Cheney (a.k.a. Eben-

zer Webster) of Webster
Apr 5: Leeny Del Seamonds of 

Andover, Massachusetts
Ap 19: Patricia Darcy of Concord
May 3: Meredith Bird-Miller of Wilmot
Guests arrive at 11:45 AM. Brunch 

is served from 12:15 to 12:45 PM, with 
storytelling to begin around 1 PM. Res-
ervations are required.

For information about each of these 
tellers and the brunch itself, visit InnAt-
Danbury.com or call 768-3318.

Treat Your Sweetheart to a  
Romantic Valentines Day Dinner  

At the Colonial Farm Inn & Restaurant

Open Daily 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm, Closed Tuesdays 

499 Andover Road, New London, NH 03257 

(603) 526-6121 

Colonialfarm@tds.net                 

www.Colonialfarminn.com 

Vo l u n t e e r !
The Beacon is a non-profi t organization that relies on volunteers for almost every-

thing. Please do your part to keep our community newspaper going strong. 
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