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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Olivia Henriques, a sixth grade stu-
dent at AE/MS, and her brother Will, a 
ninth-grader at Proctor, got up early on 
Inauguration Day for a whirlwind trip to 
Washington, D.C. Their long day began 
in Andover at 3:45 AM as they woke 
to catch an early fl ight with their mom, 
Betsy Paine, and their grandmother.

They arrived in our nation’s capitol 
to crowds of about two million other 
enthusiastic visitors with the same goal. 
Hurriedly running some 35 blocks, 
dodging long security lines, and weav-
ing in and out of crowds, Olivia and 
her family fi nally found a spot near the 
Washington Monument with a pretty 
clear view of one of many Jumbotrons 
set up for the day. 

They were fortunate to settle in just 

Three Andover residents – (l-r) Betsy Paine and her children Olivia and Will 
Henriques – made a fast trip to Washington to attend the inauguration.

Andover Students Attend 
Historic Inauguration

in time to hear Joe Biden take the oath 
of the vice presidential offi ce. Olivia said 
it was quite an experience when the two 
million onlookers became quiet as Ba-
rack Obama was sworn in as the 44th 
president of the United States. The crowd 
around them then erupted into cheering 
and hugging and tears of joy. It was an 
experience she will never forget.

Olivia noted that the only crazy – 
and a bit scary for her – crowd experi-
ence happened as they tried to maneu-
ver through Union Station to begin their 
trip back to Andover. The pushing and 
shoving, the guards with guns, and the 
big-crowd experience was unsettling. 
However, Olivia said she would do it all 
over again!

An exhausted Olivia said the day 
was “happy, historical, and absolutely 
amazing.”

By Bonny Morris
AASP/AFAP Board

The Andover After School Program 
(AASP) and Andover Five Alive Pro-
gram (AFAP) are a vital service in our 
community. We provide school day 
care for kindergarten and after school 
care for children in grades kindergar-
ten through fi fth (and sometimes sixth) 
grades until 6 PM. 

As more families work outside the 
home, enrollment in AASP and AFAP 
has steadily increased. This year the pro-
gram serves close to 30% of the kinder-
garten through fi fth graders at AE/MS. 

The Hamp House, on the grounds of 
Andover Elementary/Middle School, is 
ideally suited to host AASP and AFAP. 
In most of our neighboring communi-
ties, after school programs are housed on 
school grounds, and the programs work 
together with the schools for success. 

As AASP/AFAP’s current lease for 
the Hamp House with the Andover 
School District expires on June 30, we 
are preparing a warrant article for the 
School District Meeting on Monday, 
March 2 at 7 PM at AE/MS. We are 
asking you to consider the following:

“To see if the District will vote to di-
rect the School Board to reverse its pri-
or decision and renew the lease on the 
Hamp House for the use of the Andover 
After School Program (AASP). The 
AASP seeks a ten (10) year lease from 
the School Board, with a termination 
clause for both parties requiring one 
year’s notice. The AASP proposes to 
immediately repair the roof covering 
and reinforce the roof snowload capaci-
ty per the recent engineering evaluation, 
and to provide full and complete liabil-
ity insurance coverage. There would be 
no additional cost to the School District 
as a result of this warrant article. The 
Andover After School Program will 
continue full fi nancial responsibility of 
the Hamp House per the terms of the 
lease. (By Petition).”

As you consider this warrant article, 

please keep these facts in mind:
A new lease would have no impact on 

the tax rate and would help us continue 
to provide a vital service to the children 
and their families in our community.

Approving the warrant article will 
allow us to immediately replace the 
roof covering, make repairs to increase 
snowload capacity, and make some ad-
ditional cosmetic interior improvements 
such as new sunroom windows, carpet-
ing and fl ooring, and interior paint. 

On school days, the hours between 
3 PM and 6 PM are the most danger-
ous hours for our youth. After school 
programs not only provide a safe, su-
pervised setting to protect youth, but 
they also provide the supports that lead 
to greater academic success, strong 
friendships, and greater expectations 
for the future. 

Parents miss an average of eight days 
of work per year due to a lack of after 
school care. Decreased worker produc-
tivity related to parental concerns about 
after school care costs businesses up to 
$300 billion per year.

The Hamp House has had two re-
cent engineering inspections. One re-
fers to the building as being in “good 
condition” and the other states the roof 
framing is in “very good condition.” No 
safety concerns were noted.

AASP/AFAP has an engineering 
plan and funds to immediately replace 
the roof covering and bring the snowl-
oad capacity to current standards, all at 
no cost to taxpayers.

AASP/AFAP will provide full and 
complete liability insurance coverage.

AASP/AFAP will continue to as-
sume full fi nancial responsibility for 
the Hamp House.

AASP/AFAP have fully addressed 
any concerns expressed by the School 
Board this fall and winter regarding li-
ability and structure.

The Andover Recreation Commit-
tee, the Andover One Wheelers, the 
Boy Scouts, and the Young Life/Wyld-
life programs all benefi t from use of the 
Hamp House.

AASP and AFAP are New Hamp-
shire state licensed childcare programs 
as well as non-profi t charities.

The potential costs of not renewing 
the lease to the taxpayers could be an 
increase in insurance due to non-occu-
pancy, utilities and maintenance costs, 
busing costs for enrolled students, etc.

AASP/AFAP has looked at several 
alternative locations this fall and has 
had no success. The Hamp House loca-
tion meets all state, fi re, and health li-
censing requirements.

Please vote Yes for our warrant article 
to renew the lease on Monday, March 
2, at the annual School District Meet-
ing at 7 PM at Andover Elementary/
Middle School. In the meantime, stop 
by and visit the Hamp House and the 
child care programs to learn more.

After School Programs Are 
Vital Community Services

Valentines Day
Special Fundraiser

Saturday, February 14, 2009
5 - 10 pm $25 per child

includes snacks and movie.

Sign up today!
Space is limited to 22.  

The Andover Afterschool Program 
at the Hamp House will be open for 
“date night” for moms and dads.  
Your child does not have to be en-
rolled to participate.  Call Susan 
Nellen 735-6566 or email bmmor@
yahoo.com to register!  All proceeds 
will go toward the program space.

In Support of 
The Andover Beacon
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UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207

Matthew Davis and his fi ance Amanda 
of Andover, Mst. Dep. Sheriff Glen 
Davis and his wife Kathy of Mathews, 
Virginia; 13 grandchildren, Zachary, 
Ty, Ryan, Alex, Haley, Erika, Breanna, 
Tucker, Brendan, Eli, Keith, Cordell, 
and Jacqui; one sister, Diane Belloir 
of Franklin; fi ve brothers, Robert of 
Franklin, William of Seattle, Wash-
ington, Gary of Warren, Richard of 
Manchester, and Raymond of Prescott, 
Arizona; nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A spring burial will take place at the 
Proctor Cemetery in Andover. In lieu 
of fl owers memorial contributions may 
be made to the Andover Rescue Squad, 
PO Box 209, Andover 03216 or to Lake 
Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion, PO Box 2209, New London 03257.
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