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The Andover Girl Scout Troops entertained local businesses with Christmas 
carols on Thursday, December 18. They stopped at the Andover Thrift Shop, 
the Town Offi ce, Pizza Chef, the Post Offi ce, Jake’s Market, Lake Sunapee 
Bank, Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy, and the Andover After School 
Program at the Hamp House. After they returned to AE/MS, they had cocoa 
and snacks, including the new cookies for sale at their cookie kick-off. 
Back (l-r): Helen Armstrong, Kait Armstrong, Emily Lance, Brianna Keniston, 
Becca Lance, Shawna Barton, Erin Hanscom, Brenda Lance, and Emma 
Davis. Middle: Ainsley Goodwin, Colby Benoit, Shyanne Goodbread, Chloe 
Methven, Chelsea Thompson, Alisha Smart, and Emily Bates. Front: Tiffany 
Poulin, Madelyn Goodwin, Tori Braley, Katie Bent, Scout Armstrong, Aura-
Jean Howe. Photo: Deb Poulin

By Karen Frink
For the Beacon

Life Scout Cameron Wood and 
Star Scout Derrick Nowell spent June 
29 through July 5 participating in Na-
tional Youth Leader Training (NYLT) 
at Camp Bell in Gilmanton. This was 
a week-long outdoor experience for 
present and future young troop leaders, 
with the focus on teaching advanced 
leadership skills based on the “patrol 
method.” 

Participants were placed in a pa-
trol of eight other scouts, with a Patrol 
Counselor assigned to each patrol to ad-
vise and help the scouts throughout the 
learning process. Patrols were on their 
own to set up campsites, cook meals, 
construct patrol projects, and plan and 
carry out other activities. The scouts 
also worked on improving their outdoor 
skills, orienteering using compasses, 
and practicing knot tying.

When the scouts returned home, 
their challenge was to take what they 
had learned and apply it to the troop. 
Cameron chose to help other scouts ad-
vance in rank and to try new ideas to 
keep the scouts interested. Derrick’s 
plan was to introduce religion to the 
troop by showing the scouts how to 
earn religious medals. 

On December 7, the scouts presented 

their troop plans at a ceremony held at 
Camp Carpenter, after which they were 
presented with NYLT graduation pins 
by Ray Bellemore, NYLT scoutmaster.

Troop 489 would like to thank the 
Andover Lions Club, our charter orga-
nization, for sponsoring Derrick and 
Cameron for this leadership training 
opportunity. Their generous support 
has always been a huge help to the 
troop and is greatly appreciated.

By Kathy Bennett
Scoutmaster, Troop 489

Boy Scout Troop 489 continues to 
meet weekly as the boys continue work-
ing on advancement of rank in scouts. 

In November we took a trip to 
Concord and bowled candlepin at 
Boutwell’s. 

In December we played laser tag at 
the Space Center in Hookset, and then 
out for pizza at Sal’s. (Thanks to Dave 
Marceau for the recomendation!) 

We’re hoping to get out to the Scout 
campsite in Andover for a campfi re in 
the snow one of these weekends, and 
looking forward to the spring Campo-
ree – a weekend camping event out with 
Scouts from other troops in the district. 

For more information on Scouting, 
contact Kathy Bennett at 735-6142 in 
the evenings.

Scouts Derrick Nowell (l) and Cam Wood (r) graduated from National Youth 
Leader Training. Ray Bellemore, NYLT scoutmaster, offi ciated.
 Photo: Karen Frink
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is under 

new ownership!

AVALON
Animal
Hospital

Lakes Region Realty
Call 279-6000 and ask for Marg, or

Call me direct at 344-8135
MWhedon@metrocast.net

Did you know???
89% of home buyers start 

their search on the Internet. 
If you plan to sell, hire some-

one who can photograph 
your home like a pro, create 
a Virtual Tour, and promote it 
on all the best Websites -  to 

the widest audience! 

Marg Whedon, REALTOR® Professional Photographer &
Virtual Tour Administrator


