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By Tim Norris
Andover Outing Club

On January 10, Nick Fairall of 
Andover soared to the best American 
World Cup ski jumping fi nish in over 
fi ve years, fi nishing 23rd on the ski fl y-
ing hill in Tauplitz/Bad Mitterndorf, 
Austria. The 19-year-old Andover Out-
ing Club jumper soared 174.5 and 170.5 
meters in a ski fl ying World Cup won 
by Austrian Gregor Schlierenzauer. 

Nick, who also made fi nals in one of 
the recent Springertournee events, had 
qualifi ed 25th on Friday to put himself 
into the show. He was 18th after the fi rst 
round, easily cracking the top 30 to get 
a second ride. 

Ski fl ying is the most spectacular event 
in ski jumping, with athletes soaring near-
ly the length of two football fi elds. 

Nick’s 23rd was the best US fi nish 
since Clint Jones of Colorado was 13th in 
Kuusamo, Finland in November of 2003. 

Nick reports that going up the lift for 
his fi rst jump, he had butterfl ies in his 
stomach. A ski fl ying hill is half again 
as big as the biggest Olympic jumps. 
You are in the air longer, and there is no 
way to do it half-heartedly – you have to 
go for it 100%. 

“I tried to relax and not over-think 
things. Going down the inrun, I told 
myself: this is it, I have to go for it. As I 
cleared the knoll and kept going, it was 
an awesome feeling – really fl ying. I 
landed it and skied out. It was amazing 
to have skied well on a jump this large, 
a major milestone. As the day went on, 
I told myself to keep having fun, and 
that’s what I did.”

Andover’s Chris Lamb forejumped 
for this competition along with several 
other US jumpers and had the longest 
jumps of the group. 

To see videos of Nick’s jumps, visit 
SkiJumpingUSA.com and scroll down a bit. 

In Austria, Nick Fairall Soars To 
Best American Finish In Five Years

By Heidi Terwilliger
Beacon staff

Blackwater Ski Area is open to 
Andover residents for downhill skiing 
at certain times. The cost is $5 to ride 
the smaller lift and $10 for the lift that 
goes to the top. It is best to call the ski 
area at 735-6850 to confi rm that they 
are open before heading out to ski. 

The schedule for February and March 
at Blackwater Ski Area is as follows:
February 2009

Wednesday, February 11, 3 to 5 PM
Thursdays, February 5, 19, and 26, 

3:30 to 5:30 PM
Saturdays, February 14, 21, and 28, 

10 AM to noon
March 2009

Tuesdays, March 3 and 10, 3 to 5:30 PM

Wednesdays, March 4 and 11, 3 to 
5:30 PM

Thursdays, March 5 and 12, 3 to 
5:30 PM
Blackwater Ski Club Racing

February 1, 10 AM: Buddy Warner 
Slalom Qualifi er

February 7, 9:30 AM to 4 PM: Sla-
lom J2 State Championship

February 15, 9:30 AM to 4 PM: Ma-
comber Slalom

February 18, 1 PM: Prep School 
Championship Slalom

February 22, 9:30 AM to 4 PM: J3 
Regional Slalom

Blackwater Ski Club practice takes 
place Monday through Saturday from 
1:30 to 7 PM, so stop in and watch the 
skiers.

Blackwater Ski Area 
Open To Andover Residents

On Sunday, January 18, during 
snowy conditions and cold tem-
peratures, 33 ski jumpers from New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and New York 
competed at the Andover Outing 
Club (AOC) in Andover. The meet 
took place at Proctor Academy’s 
Blackwater Ski Area.

Five new Andover Outing Club ski 
jumpers made their competition de-
but on the K10 Meter ski jump. Jason 
Lewis took fi rst place, followed by 
Sam Ladd taking second. 

“We are delighted with our fi rst 
year jumpers, it is great to see a new 
group of young kids on the hill to 
continue this sport” said Coach Tim 
Norris from the Andover Outing 
Club.

In the J5 Class on the K18 me-
ter ski jump, new Andover Outing 
Club ski jumpers Alan Thompson 
and Jared Frost took first and sec-
ond place. For the K18 event, the 
Andover Outing Club made a pow-
erful showing with Warren Bartlett 
taking first place in the J4 Class 
and AJ King finishing with a strong 
second. In the J3 class on the K18 
meter ski jump, the Andover Out-
ing Club f lew to another first place 
victory with Jake Hubbard taking 
the lead.

For the High School class on the 
K18 meter ski jump, Proctor Acad-

emy’s Santanu Sanyal took fi rst place 
followed by Concord High School’s 
Eric Roth. Warren Bartlett took an-
other fi rst place win for the J4 class 
on the K34 meter ski jump followed 
by AJ King.

For the J3 Class on the K34 me-
ter ski jump, Kyle Horner from the 
Andover Outing Club achieved a 
fi rst place fi nish. Davey Rauseo from 
Andover fi nished in an impressive 
third place.

Only a half point separated the 
top two J3 competitors on the K38 
meter ski jump. Lake Placid’s Miles 
Lussi claimed a fi rst prize victory and 
Luke Daniels of Andover took a close 
second. In the High School class Joe 
Merrow from Hopkinton High School 
soared into fi rst place followed by 
Matt Bengtson from Concord High 
School.

The Andover Outing Club offers 
USSA ski jumping (USSkiTeam.com) 
and New England Nordic Ski As-
sociation-sanctioned cross-country 
ski programs (NENSA.net) for many 
ages, including parents! Seven ki-
lometers of groomed cross-country 
trails and four lit jumping hills are 
available to the AOC through Proc-
tor Academy. For more information 
about AOC’s exceptional winter 
programs, contact Tim Norris, at 
tgn@proctornet.com.

Andover Outing Club

New Andover Outing Club ski jumper Aidan Kellogg stands ready for his 
fi rst competitive jump. Photo: Terri Daniels

Proctor student Mansfi eld Middleton races at the Blackwater Ski Area.
 Staff photo: Bob Bussey
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S u b s c r i b e !
There’s no reason to miss out on Andover news, even if you don’t live in Andover 

year round. For a minimum donation of $25 you can have the Beacon mailed 
anywhere, even to a seasonal address.


