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By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

What is that excavation project tear-
ing its way through Proctor? 

You may have noticed cyclone fenc-
ing protecting pedestrians from a major 
ditch. It started in September near the 
center of campus and slowly moved 
westward … through North Street … 
past Proctor Pond … and fi nally up to-
ward Farrell Fieldhouse and the school 
dining room. 

The answer: 1,000 feet of new steam 
lines.

Many Proctor buildings are heated 
from a central steam plant located at the 
Buildings and Grounds Department. 
The Fieldhouse, on the western side of 
campus, was constructed fi fty years ago 
with it’s own #2 oil-fi red heating sys-
tem, and in 1994, the Fowler Learning 
Center was built with a similar boiler. 

“They’ve been two of the biggest oil 
burning facilities at Proctor all these 
years,” Maintenance Director Will 

Ames observes. 
Earlier this winter, a new biomass 

furnace was installed at the central 
steam plant. Burning woodchips prom-
ises to be so economical – compared 
to the #4 oil we’ve been burning in the 
main steam plant – that it was decided 
to link both the Learning Center and 
the Fieldhouse to the central steam net-
work. 

“It’s an example of spending money 
now to save money over time,” com-
ments Head of School Mike Henriques. 
“Eventually – depending on the rising 
cost of fuel oil – this project will pay 
for itself.”

Evidence of the new wood chip boil-
er can be seen on cold winter days, as 
clean, white water vapor spews from the 
chimney at the heating plant. Emissions 
from the new boiler are estimated to be 
95% cleaner than the black sooty smoke 
from the old oil boilers. It is a “win-
win” situation: economically sound and 
environmentally responsible!

Proctor Extends Wood-Fired 
Steam Heat To Major Buildings

Through the fall and winter, construction crews have buried 1,000 feet of 
steam lines on the Proctor campus to connect the Field House and the Learn-
ing Center to the school’s new biomass furnace. Photo: Chuck Will

By Alan Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

Planning is in high gear for the 
Andover One Wheelers’ annual trip. 
There is a bus to rent, hotel rooms to 
book, meals to plan, and park tickets to 
buy.

This year the traveling team is head-
ing for a week of fun in Pennsylvania. 
The state is known for its rich history, 
and we plan to visit several sites. Our 
fi rst stop will be Valley Forge, site of 
the Continental Army’s 1777-78 winter 
encampment.

We next travel to Lancaster to ex-
perience a bit of the Amish culture. 
The Amish are best known for re-
sisting modern conveniences such 
as electricity and automobiles. Their 
uncluttered lives offer a lesson in 
simplicity.

Another important stop will be Get-
tysburg National Military Park. The 
three-day Battle of Gettysburg had 
the largest number of casualties of the 

Andover One Wheelers
Civil War and was the turning point in 
the war. President Lincoln delivered his 
Gettysburg Address at the 1863 dedica-
tion of its cemetery.

The main event of the trip is a per-
formance in Hersheypark. The Andover 
One Wheelers expect to parade through 
the amusement park entertaining guests 
along the way. Imagine standing in line 
for a burger and watching nearly 20 
kids ride by on unicycles!

After the morning event, the team 
and family members get to enjoy the 
park and its 60 rides and 11 roller coast-
ers. Tours of Chocolate World and 
ZooAmerica offer a break for weary 
travelers.

Throughout the trip, the One Wheel-
ers will be perfect young ambassadors 
for Andover. Their polite behavior of-
ten generates comments from staff and 
guests. They earn their trip by hard 
work and dedication throughout the 
year. After all, their motto is Learning 
Through Commitment and Travel.

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor • 735-5160

Christmas Sunday, December 21 - Service at 9:30 AM 
with special music. Childcare provided.

Christmas caroling Sunday evening, December 21 - 
call 735-5160 for details.

Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 7 PM. 

Come as you are! All are welcome!Come as you are! All are welcome!
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• 24-Hour Wrecker Service
• OHRV Registrations

   Scott Palmer   Scott Palmer
        Phil LeBrecht        Phil LeBrecht
             Darrel Palmer             Darrel Palmer

720 Main Street • Andover
526-9528

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
24-HOUR EMERGENCY COVERAGE

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Mona Stedman, D.V.M.
Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

Vo l u n t e e r !
The Beacon is a non-profi t organization that relies on volunteers for almost every-
thing. Please do your part to keep our community newspaper going strong. To fi nd 

a role that’s right for you, call Charlie at 735-6099.


