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tinent topics: meaningful assessment 
– portfolios, girl-to-girl harassment, 
cyberspace harassment, student leader-
ship, performance poetry to raise stu-
dents’ voices, respectful schools, and 
student empowerment.

A student panel discussion included 
students from Andover, the Compass 
School, and Woodsville High School. 
The Andover students shared the histori-
cal perspective and meaning behind the 
Talking Wall created in the AE/MS gym 
several years ago. The idea for the wall 
came from a breakout session at an ear-
lier Teen Summit. The wall was created 
in the gym to show appreciation for the 
Andover community in which the stu-
dents are fortunate to enjoy so much. The 
gym was selected because it is a central 
location and a common meeting space of 
community groups in Andover. 

The students created a multicultural 
image showing the idea of community 
around the world. The center of the AE/
MS wall bears the quotation, “Without a 
sense of caring there can be no sense of 
community.” The students who played 
a key role in the original talking wall 
are now in college, and it is up to the 
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the tradition and create a new wall with 
ideas and help from the school commu-
nity.

A highlight at the Teen Summit this 
year was the musical entertainment. An-
dover’s Long Tail Monkeys started the 
conference on an upbeat note by play-
ing their music as conference attendees 
fi led in. The Long Tail Monkeys were a 
big hit with the middle and high school 
students from around the state. A few 
schools expressed interest in having the 
Long Tail Monkeys perform at their 
schools and exchanged contact infor-
mation. The Long Tail Monkeys con-
tinue to be wonderful ambassadors for 
our community. 

In the New England College Dining 
Hall, students ate while a band from 
John Stark High School played.

For more information about the 
Long Tail Monkeys, visit LongTailMon-
keys.com. For more information about 
poet LeDerrick Horne, HorneOnline.
com/poet/.

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

Students in grades one through 
eight wrote to President-elect Barack 
Obama the week before his inaugura-
tion. The letters will be sent to Wash-
ington, DC.

Concerns from students included 
the environment, global warming, the 
economy, the war, and many personal 
issues relating to their own family situ-
ation. I will share a few highlights from 
the letters below.

Dear Mr. President – I hope you stop 
the war, make more jobs, create more 
houses. Thank you. Chase, Grade 1

Dear Mr. President – Please try to 
be the best president you can be and 
please try to stop the war. Thank you. 
Sofi a, Grade 2

Dear Mr. President- I hope you 
help the environment. When people cut 
down trees, make them plant trees back. 
Thank you. Chloe, Grade 3

Dear Mr. President – I hope that our 
country will stay safe. I also hope that 
there won’t be another great depres-
sion. Thank you. Lauren, Grade 4

Dear Mr. President – I hope we can 
change the gas prices. I think we can 
get the troops back home. I loved your 
“Yes We Can” speech.  Thank you. 
Mike, Grade 5

Dear Mr. President – Congratula-
tions President Obama! Keep your 
promise to bring home the troops and 
make the economy better. Thank you. 
Ngawang, Grade 6

Dear Mr. President – I hope that 
you, with America by your side, help 
nurse the wounds in our country. For 
example, bring back up the economy 
on Wall Street so America isn’t broke. 
Thank you. Sam, Grade 7

Dear Mr. President – Good luck 
with the next four years. I hope you 
stick to your promises. Thank you. Bri-
an, Grade 8

Dear Mr. President …Dear Mr. President …

The Andover Elementary/Middle  
School is pleased to announce it has 
been selected as one of ten school dis-
tricts in New Hampshire to host a free 
screening and discussion of the fi lm 
Including Samuel with fi lmmaker Dan 
Habib.  The nationally acclaimed fi lm 
chronicles the Habib family’s efforts to 
include their son Samuel, an individual 
with cerebral palsy, in school and every 
facet of their lives.

Including Samuel examines the edu-
cational and social inclusion of youth 
with disabilities and was built on the 
efforts of Dan, his wife Betsy, and son 
Isaiah, 11, to include his son Samuel, 8, 
in all facets of school and community. 
The documentary also includes four 
other families with varied inclusion ex-
periences plus interviews with dozens 
of teachers, youth, parents, and disabil-
ity rights experts. 

Including Samuel was released in 
late 2007 to national acclaim. Since 

then, Dan has left his job as photogra-
phy editor for the Concord Monitor to 
become fi lmmaker in residence at the 
University of New Hampshire.

Please join us for the award-winning 
fi lm Including Samuel, a highly per-
sonal, passionately photographed fi lm 
that captures the cultural and systemic 
barriers to inclusion. The fi lm will be 
shown at AE/MS on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5, at 1 PM with Dan Habib and 
again at 7 PM with New Hampshire 
Connections.

If you’d like to attend one of these 
screenings, please RSVP to Assistant Prin-
cipal and Special Education Coordinator 
Julie Gaudette at 735-5494, as space may 
be limited for the morning screening.

Film Screening of Including 
Samuel To Be Held at AE/MS
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growing family with young children, we feel fortunate to have New ““London Hospital in our backyard. From routine checkups to emergency ““room visits, our family has received excellent

“A“AWe are proud to support our hospital.“A“A””AAAlyAA

For 90 years, New London Hospital has been providing quality healthcare to meet your 

ever-changing needs. Help us continue to serve the community for many years to come.     

Please consider donating to the Building Towards the Future Campaign to support 

ospital’s growth and expansion.

act Jeff McDaniel at 526-5023 or 

mcdaniel@newlondonhospital.org. 

information, go to 
velopment.newlondonhospital.org
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D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget.

T H E  15T H ! ! ! ! !
Please have everything to the Bea-

con by the 15th of each month! 


