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Letters About School District Meeting
as having them work on any homework 
assignments they have. By having his 
homework completed before I pick 
my son up, it allows me to just quickly 
check it after we get home, and then we 
can spend more time doing other family 
activities.

 I work for the HL Turner Group, 
an architectural and engineering fi rm 
in Concord. As soon as I heard about 
the potential issues with the roof, I was 
quick to consult with a few of the struc-
tural engineers in our offi ce about the 
situation. Knowing what an asset a pro-
gram like this is to the community of 
Andover and the importance of a safe 
environment for the children, we volun-
teered our time to help resolve the is-
sue. 

We reviewed the previous engineer-
ing report, looked at and measured the 
roof framing, researched the code re-
quirements (previous and current), and 
developed an upgrade detail that would 
allow the roof to meet current building 
codes for snow loading. 

After seeing the Hamp House roof 
framing fi rst hand and what great shape 
it is in, and knowing that the Hamp 
House met previous building codes, I 
had no concerns over the safety of my 
own child being in the Hamp House 
during winter months, assuming it was 
properly maintained. 

What happens frequently is that 
buildings are constructed per the rel-
evant building code at the time of con-
struction, and as time passes codes are 
updated for various reasons. What you 
are then left with is a building that is 
still perfectly safe, but all of a sudden 
it no longer meets the current building 
codes. Until buildings are being reno-
vated they are not required to meet cur-
rent building codes, otherwise buildings 
everywhere would constantly be being 
upgraded to meet the most recent build-
ing codes.

 I feel it would be a real shame for the 
Andover After School and Five Alive 
Programs to have to vacate the Hamp 
House if their lease is not renewed. If 
the School District has no immediate 
plans for the Hamp House and the roof 
can very easily be brought up to current 
building codes, why let it sit vacant? 

What would the taxpayers of the 
School District think if they had to pay 
thousands of dollars to have the Hamp 
House torn down, when the Andover 
After School and Five Alive Program is 
willing to pay (with their own funding 
and some volunteer efforts) to upgrade 
the roof as necessary? 

I feel that until the School District 
has a need for the Hamp House to be 
removed, it should remain as a valuable 
asset to the community rather than be-
coming another abandoned building, or 
adding more unnecessary expense to 
taxpayers to have it demolished.

Kevin Kraft

the After School Program, and in an-
other three years we’ll have a fourth 
starting. 

It’s a very valuable program. Life 
without it would be a lot harder on all 
of us.

Brian Reynolds

We are the proud parents of twin 
fi ve-year-old boys. They are 

getting excited and ready for their 
2009/2010 kindergarten year at Andover 
Elementary/Middle School. This com-
ing summer we should be thinking 
about how to prepare them for riding 
the bus, shopping for the perfect fi rst 
backpack, and new lunch box that has 
just the right picture for a big kinder-
gartner. 

Unfortunately, we are not able to 
embrace those wonderfully simple 
needs that our boys have, because like 
so many other families we seem to be 
consumed with the dreadful thought 
that there may not be a place for our 
kids before or after their kindergarten 
session (hopefully it will be full day!) 
or after school when we are still hard at 
work to provide what our family needs 
to keep our home and pay the bills. 

How can this be happening? 
We moved here fi ve years ago, and 

My wife Sarah Lester and I both 
work. Sarah’s schedule is pretty 

set and infl exible; if it wasn’t for the 
Andover After School Program I would 
have to switch to part time or work a 
split shift starting at 8:30 AM then pick-
ing up after school and going to 10 or 
11 PM.

Aside from making it possible to do 
our jobs, the kids love the program. Ms 
Susan is great with the kids. Somehow 
she manages to get all the ages to work 
together. The big kids help the little kids 
with homework, listen to them read, and 
read to them. I’ve also come in to pick 
up my kids and the kids are putting on a 
show and having a great time. 

Unless they have a project, they usu-
ally get their homework done so we 
can just go over it and work on the hard 
stuff when we get home. They also have 
recess time where they’re outside after 
school. The kids love it – they get to 
play with their friends. 

I haven’t even gotten to the support 
for after school activities like Knitting 
Club and Lego Club. The kids can do 
those activities and then go to the After 
School Program. 

In addition to the two we’ve had in 
the After School Program for two years, 
next year we’ll have a kindegartener in 
the Andover Five Alive Program and 

we thought we found the perfect school 
that had just what we would need to be 
able to balance our need to work full 
time and our children’s schedule. What 
kind of other choices do we have in our 
small town for the care we need? Not 
too many. We do not have the fl exibility 
or resources to be able to work our lives 
around the kindergarten schedule. 

What has us questioning the support 
from our current school board is why 
does this support for after school care 
exist and work so well at the school I 
work with in New London? After 
speaking with our very supportive prin-
cipal at Kearsarge Regional Elementary 
School, I discovered that the after school 
program is run by the YMCA Camp 
Coniston. They run their affordable 
program to support the communities 
of full-time working families providing 
this valuable and needed program. 

After speaking with the director my-
self, I found out that Andover is too far 
for them to consider providing a pro-
gram. If they are out there, then there 
must be others. A great Web site, After-
SchoolAlliance.org, provides a wonder-
ful resource for obtaining information 
about why it is important for communi-
ties to support after school care. 

We so hope there are enough people 
in our community that care about the 
well-being of our children and where 
they go after school for families that 
must work full time to support keep-
ing the Hamp House and/or providing a 
priceless service of after school care in 
the school building. 

We, for the fi rst time, will be attend-
ing our local school district meeting on 
March 2 and voting on the 10th. We 
look forward to a school community 
that embraces its families’ needs with 
an open mind and ability to keep the 
best interest of our children a priority. 

We would also like to extend a big 
thank you to those parents (you know 
who you are!) who attended the School 
Board meeting to state the importance 
of after school care in a community. 

Karen and Scott Niemyer 

The Andover After School and Five 
Alive Programs at the Hamp House 

are lifesavers for me. Being a single par-
ent who works an 8 to 5 job in Concord, 
I don’t know how I would have man-
aged getting my son to afternoon kin-
dergarten last year and also have a place 
to go after school. 

I feel that the programs’ location 
right on the school grounds is a huge 
asset, as it eliminates the need for un-
necessary transportation of these young 
children. Once they have reached the 
school by bus (or whatever means they 
may use) they no longer have to leave 
the school grounds until the end of the 
day when they are picked up. 

The staff have always kept the kids 
busy with games and activities as well 
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