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STILL MORE TOWN REPORTS

printers, but it’s an important step for-
ward because it gives us a central place 
that volunteers can come to help with 
all the many things that have to happen 
for the Beacon to appear in your mail-
box throughout the year.

On a less encouraging note, our 
fundraising effort in the community 
didn’t yield the results we’d hoped for in 
2008. The Beacon arrives at no charge 
in about 1,200 Andover mailboxes, but 
fewer than 300 local households made 
a voluntary donation to the Beacon in 
2008.

But the bottom line on 2008 was still 
great, with more articles, more photos, 
more ads, and more volunteers. We’re 
braced for a downturn in 2009, but ful-
ly expect to come out the other side in 
good shape.

The Beacon is a non-profi t com-
munity project. Your donation of any 
amount mailed to PO Box 149, Andover 
03216 makes a big difference!

Andover Boy Scouts
The Boy Scouts are a nationwide or-

ganization for boys from age 11 to 18. 
Andover Troop 489 presently has 10 
boys enrolled. We have weekly meet-
ings where the boys work on rank ad-
vancement and outdoor skills such as 
knots, fi rst aid, fi re building, compass/
orienting, and physical fi tness. 

We do a lot of outdoor activities such 
as camping and hiking – some with just 
our Troop, and sometimes with other 
New Hampshire Boy Scouts. During 
the campouts we have the opportunity 
to work on fi re skills, cooking, and 
knife/ax skills and safety. The boys also 

chose merit badges that they are inter-
ested in completing on their own time.

Another part of the Boy Scouts is 
community service, and we have several 
projects that we participate in every year:

• Help the library move donated 
books for the sale on Fourth of July

• March in the Fourth of July parade
• In August, we volunteer to help 

the Andover Historical Society with 
their auction. The boys help carry items 
for display and then help load the sold 
items into people’s vehicles.

• In November, the Boy Scouts do a 
canned food drive.

• In the past we have donated food 
items to the food pantry at the Bread 
and Roses Pantry in Franklin.

• This year we plan to help with the 
new food pantry set up in the Andover 
Town Hall.

We are grateful to our charter or-
ganization, the Andover Lions Club, 
which provides our annual re-charter 
fee and storage space for our camping 
equipment. 

Interested in learning more? Please 
contact Kathy Bennett, Scoutmaster, at 
735-6142 evenings.

East Andover Village Preschool
The East Andover Village Preschool 

(EAVP) is in the midst of another suc-
cessful school year. Established in 1979, 
this is our 30th year on the hill in East 
Andover. Our Director, Doreen Perreault, 
is celebrating her eighth year and our As-
sistant Teacher, Becky Smart, continues 
her seventh year at EAVP.

This year we welcomed 13 children 
to our three-year-old program and 14 
children to our Pre-Kindergarten pro-
gram. The staff continues to create a 

wonderful environment where social 
and academic learning are disguised 
through fun activities and experiments.

Being a small non-profi t preschool, 
we know that our success is based on 
two factors: the wonderful families 
enrolled in our programs and the tre-
mendous support of our community. 
We are grateful and would like to thank 
those in the community who have sent 
fi nancial support, hosted fi eld trips, 
donated items, and participated in our 
fundraisers, as well as those who have 
volunteered numerous hours by help-
ing with evening events, doing main-
tenance work, or serving as Advisory 
Board Members.

As we look toward the future and the 
diffi cult fi nancial times, we know that 
the preschool’s success will continue 
to depend on community involvement 
and support. Financial contributions are 
greatly needed for our EAVP Scholar-
ship program and are tax deductible. 

We continue to welcome community 
members who have fresh ideas and in-
sights on how we can continue to pro-
vide children with a safe and nurturing 
learning environment. If you are inter-
ested in becoming part of this wonder-
ful organization or would like to make 
any type of contribution to our worthy 
organization, please contact our Direc-

tor at 735-5105, e-mail the preschool at 
EAVP@tds.net, or mail to EAVP, PO 
Box 84, East Andover 03231.

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail
The Friends of the Northern Rail 

Trail (FNRT) work to improve, main-
tain, and promote the Northern Rail 
Trail as a four-season multi-use trail 
through Merrimack County. Once 
completed and connected with the trail 
in Grafton County, the Northern Rail 
Trail will stretch 59 miles from Leba-
non to Boscawen and will be the lon-
gest rail trail in New Hampshire.

We are currently working to extend 
the trail into Franklin and Danbury. We 
reached Dyer’s Crossing with a $30,000 
grant from the Recreational Trails Bu-
reau and equipment donated by Peter 
Crowell of New London.

We must raise $52,000 to match the 
$206,000 Transportation Enhancement 
grant we were awarded to reach Wilmot 
and Danbury. We expect to bid this 
work in the spring of 2010.

The following community-building 
events took place:

• On June 1 – Health Walk on the 
Rail Trail in East Andover, based at 
Pecco Beaufays’ Highland Lake Inn.

• National Trails Day, June 7 – An-
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Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716 • WalkerAutomotiveInc.com

We now offer car detailing.

WINTER SPECIAL 
OIL CHANGE 
$28.95 most Vehicles 
WITH THIS AD – CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Lakes Region Realty
Call 279-6000 and ask for Marg, or

Call me direct at 344-8135
MWhedon@metrocast.net

Did you know???
89% of home buyers start 

their search on the Internet. 
If you plan to sell, hire some-

one who can photograph 
your home like a pro, create 
a Virtual Tour, and promote it 
on all the best Websites -  to 

the widest audience! 

Marg Whedon, REALTOR® Professional Photographer &
Virtual Tour Administrator


