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Several unhealthy wild animals 
have been observed in East Andover 
in the past few weeks, with one con-
fi rmed case of rabies in a raccoon. 
Knowing some basic facts about ra-
bies and wildlife will enable you and 
your family to continue to enjoy New 
Hampshire’s outdoors without undue 
worry. The following is condensed 
from the New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department’s rabies brochure.
What is Rabies? 

Rabies is an acute viral disease 
that attacks the central nervous sys-
tem. It is a disease passed from ani-
mal to animal by bites. Humans can 
get rabies as well and, if untreated, it 
is almost always fatal. 

Rabies is found most often in 
foxes, skunks, raccoons, and other 
carnivores, as well as bats and occa-
sionally woodchucks. Rabid animals 
are not always easy to identify. Con-
trary to what you may think, not all 
rabid animals foam and drool at the 
mouth. Animals may stagger, appear 
restless, be aggressive, appear very 
friendly, exhibit a difference in their 
barks or howls, seem to be choking 
– or they may show no signs of the 
disease at all.

Rabies is generally transmitted 
from an infected wild or domes-
tic animal by a bite, a lick to open 
wounds or cuts, or nerve tissue or sa-
liva introduced into cuts or the mu-
cous membranes of the nose, eyes, or 
mouth.

If you are exposed, immediately 
wash the wound or affected area 
for ten minutes with soap and wa-
ter. If the eye, nose, or mouth is af-
fected, f lush with water for several 
minutes. Then contact your physi-
cian for an evaluation as soon as 
possible. Don’t wait for symptoms 
to develop – by then it is too late 
to treat the disease, and death will 
result. Modern rabies treatment is 
relatively painless, so seek treat-
ment as soon as possible. 

Protect Yourself and Your Pets
• Vaccinate your pets – vaccine is 

available for dogs, cats, ferrets, cat-
tle, horses and sheep.

• Obey all local leash laws.
• Stay away from stray animals.
• Avoid contact with all wildlife – 

even innocent-appearing young rac-
coons can be rabies positive.

• Discourage wild animals from 
dining around your home – do not 
leave pet food outdoors, and secure 
garbage can lids. Do not feed rac-
coons, foxes, or skunks.

• Check outside at night before you 
let your pet out. Keep your pets in-
side or take them in if a wild animal 
is in your yard. Go inside a building 
or car if you see a rabid animal close 
by.

• If your pet is involved in a fi ght, 
it could come home with disease-
bearing saliva on its fur, so you need 
to be prepared. Keep a pair of latex or 
rubber gloves nearby, and use them 
as you examine and confi ne your pet. 
Discuss further action with your vet.

• Don’t touch dead animals – if it 
is absolutely necessary, wear rubber 
or latex gloves.

• Teach your children to stay away 
from wild animals and pets other 
than their own. Teach them to tell 
you about any animal that has bitten 
them.

• Let your doctor determine 
whether an exposure to rabies has 
occurred. Do not try to make that 
determination yourself.

• Know that there are safe and ef-
fective vaccines for persons exposed 
to rabies.

• Seek treatment immediately if exposed.
For more information, contact the 

New Hampshire Veterinary Medical 
Association at 224-2432 or 271-2404; 
the New Hampshire Division of Pub-
lic Health Services at 271-4496; or 
the New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department at 271-2461 or Wildlife.
State.nh.us

Rabies Confirmed In East Andover

The annual meeting and pot luck 
supper of the Sunapee-Ragged-
Kearsarge Greenway Coalition 
will be held Sunday, March 1, at 
the Kearsarge Community Presby-
terian Church on Route 11 in New 
London near the junction of Routes 
11 and 114. The meeting will be-
gin with dinner at 5 PM.  A brief 
business meeting will be followed 
by our guest speaker, wildlife ex-
pert Skip Lisle. Please call Jean 
LaChance at 927-4345 if you plan 
to attend. 

Deceiving beavers may seem like 
a pursuit of fancy, but it’s become 
a successful 20-year enterprise for 
Lisle. The Grafton, Vermont wild-
life specialist has figured out how 
to outwit one of nature’s canniest 
and most troublesome creatures, 
the American Beaver, with nary a 
rodent harmed in the effort. 

Lisle describes himself as “per-
haps the world’s leading expert on 
resolving beaver-human conflicts 
non-lethally”. He is known to TV 
viewers through a one-hour docu-
mentary about his efforts that aired 
in 2008. Lisle operates Beaver 
Deceivers International and has 
worked throughout North America 
and in Europe to help communities 
reduce the damage caused by the 

indefatigable Castor Canadensis. 
The key to Lisle’s successes are 

“f low devices”, unique inventions 
he installs in waterways inhabited 
by beavers. He has never had to re-
sort to lethal methods even at the 
most challenging sites. The devices 
are known worldwide as the Beaver 
Deceiver, a wooden-frame fence 
typically used on road culverts, 
and the Castor Master, a pipe sys-
tem often used in the beaver dam 
itself. 

 “I’ve been inspired in my work 
by the enormous monetary sav-
ings achieved when high-quality, 
long-lasting, non-lethal strategies 
are adopted and by the tremendous 
ecological value realized when 
beavers are allowed to remain in 
ecosystems where they create and 
improve vital wetland habitats,” 
Lisle says. 

Lisle says, “Once a quality ap-
proach is taken, it basically comes 
down to a question of whether hu-
mans are smarter than beavers – 
and of that there can be little de-
bate.”

SUNAPEE-RAGGED-KEARSARGE GREENWAY
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You CAN afford a 
vacation or retreat 

YES!

@ 

Bluewater 
Farm 

Our Lodge sleeps 40! 
~Reunions or Retreats~ 

~Weddings or Workshops~ 
4 nights 

Pay for only 3 
************* 
Our Cottages 

5 Nights 
$445 – up to 4 guests 
$540 – up to 6 guests 

*Tax excluded- linens extra* 
Cottages are Sunday- Friday 

Lodge is Monday – Friday 
603.735.5159 contactus@bluewaterfarm.net

Volunteer Volunteer 
Coordinator Coordinator 
WantedWanted

The Beacon needs a volun-
teer to keep all our wonderful our wonderful 
volunteersvolunteers focused, motivat-

ed, and happy, and to 
manage our on-going 
recruitment efforts.

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.


