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February 9 Meeting Minutes
In attendance: Jane Slayton, Car-

men Bates, Becky Smart, Mel Got-
thardt, Kristie Boisvert, and Deana 
Crucitti.

Receipts for Eagle Store items and 
Moose Night were handed in. Checks 
for Fun Passes were handed in as well 
as cash from Moose Night.

We sold 20 Fun Passes. That gave 
us $100 as a profi t; a little more every 
year! The passes should be here this 
week and be taken home. Thank you to 
all who bought a pass.

We are planning to sell popcorn to the 
kids as a fundraiser every Friday start-
ing March 6. Becky is going to check 
on how to get the popcorn popped and 
where to get the popcorn. We do have 
some that was donated, but we need to 
fi nd out if this is enough. 

Bags for the popcorn have been or-
dered. The kids will order popcorn in 
the morning from their teacher, pay 
25 cents, and the popcorn will then be 
delivered to the classroom by snack 
time.

The syrup for snow cones for Beach 
Day during Spirit Week has been or-
dered. We will be making our annual 
snow cones for the students on Febru-
ary 20, and we need some parents who 
can come in that day to help. Let me 
know if this is something you can do. 
I will check with the fi re station to bor-
row the machine again and also get 100 
pounds of ice.

Misty is willing to organize Lego 
Club and needs people to help her. Sara 
and Emily have offered, but we are still 
looking for others. Let me know if you 
can help with this.

The Eagle Store was open on Febru-
ary 5, and it went well. Middle school 
kids did not get a chance to go because 
of an assembly. We would like to have 
it open for them next week. Could 
someone open it Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday from 12 to 1? Deana also 
suggested that maybe this is something 
the Student Council would like to help 
with, and I will talk to Mrs. LaRoche 
about that.

Moose Night went really well. Great 
turn out! We had life-size cut out moose, 
the kids could run through trees with 
“antlers” on their heads, or play Pin 
the Tail on the Moose. People guessed 
the weight of an antler and how much 
moose “poop” was in a jar. For those of 
you who were there, the antler weighed 
12 pounds and there were 99 pieces of 
“poop.” 

The Girl Scouts had some animal 
scenes on display that they have been 
working on, including a moose display. 
There were raffl es.  A huge moose with 
Rick Libby’s book was won by Lauren 
Wittel. Louise Carey won a life-size 
moose cutout, and Doug Bent took 
home a large photo taken by Moose 
Man among other small prizes. Talk 
has started about having a Fish Night. 
Deana is going to look into this.

Teacher/Staff Appreciation week is 
quickly approaching. It’s time to get the 
ideas fl owing. We welcome all ideas. 
We talked about a few, but they will not 
be disclosed here so as to keep it a secret 
from the staff. I will type up the letter 
for donations and get that aspect start-
ed. Deana offered to help with this.

I need to get in touch with Dee and 
fi nd out the names of the artists for the 
murals and see if we can get some of 
those fi nished. We would like to see 
that complete.

Kristie brought in an interesting 
piece to help out our box tops collec-
tion. Sign up at BoxTops4Education.com/
passion and earn extra box tops for the 
school and get interesting newsletters 
and offers.

Happy February Birthdays to Mrs. 
Young, Mrs. Gagne, Mr. Tucker, and 
Mr. Silverstein. Tracy will be bring-
ing in a treat for the staff to enjoy this 
month. Ethney is going to do March.

Thank you to all the bakers for the 
Moose Night and to everyone who lent 
us their tree stands. Don’t forget to pick 
up your tree stand from the school.

The next meeting is March 9.
Any questions, contact Carmen 

Bates at CandDplus4@comcast.net or 
735-5589.

AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization

The PTO sponsored Moose Night with Andover’s own Mooseman, Rick 
Libbey. Above, Ethan Collette, 9, fi nishes running the evergreen maze 
with simulated moose antlers on his head. The exercise showed kids 
what a moose goes through in the woods.  Staff photo: Bob Bussey

By Ryan Murphy
AE/MS Science Teacher

Andover Middle School students 
have been using satellite images cour-
tesy of Google Earth (earth.google.com) 
to explore features of Andover and 
beyond. Students followed the path of 
the Blackwater River from its headwa-
ters to the ocean as part of their water 
quality analysis of the river. They saw a 
number of meanders, oxbow lakes, and 
old channels throughout Andover. 

Google Earth has also been used as 
a supplement to the science curriculum 
to examine giant craters from millions 
of years ago; divergent plate boundar-
ies in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean; 
rain shadow effects in the mountains; 

biomes, volcanoes, and much more. It 
has been a very valuable and versatile 
program, allowing students to quickly 
visit any location on earth. 

We have also visited sections of 
the moon using Google Moon (moon.
google.com) to investigate craters and 
visit the landing sites of the Apollo 
missions. There is even a Google Mars 
(mars.google.com), in which students 
compared features of the Blackwater 
River to an ancient river channel on the 
Martian surface. 

Lastly, check out Google Sky (sky.
google.com) to cruise through our cos-
mos and explore the stars. Leave your-
self plenty of time for some good old 
exploration.

Andover From Space

Using Google Earth 
In AE/MS Science Class

vehicles in the parking lot.
NAEP

Our school has been selected to rep-
resent schools across our state and nation 
by participating in the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
NAEP is given by the US Department 
of Education and tells us what American 
students know and can do in key subject 
areas. It is the only on-going assessment 
that provides this valuable information. 

News  from page 48 NAEP has been given in schools for 
nearly 40 years. You may have taken 
the assessment yourself when you were 
in school. The results are published in a 
report called The Nation’s Report Card 
which provides reliable student achieve-
ment information to educators, parents, 
and other citizens. 

In our school, the NAEP assessment 
will be given to students in grades four 
and eight on March 3 and 4 in reading, 
mathematics, or science. The entire test 
will take no longer than 90 minutes.

Trust Westside Healthcare’s caring and compassionate pediatricians, 
family practice physicians, and nurse practitioners to care for you 
and your children, 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week.   

Westside Healthcare – A Department of Franklin Regional Hospital

125 South Main St., West Franklin, NH 03235  934-4259   www.lrgh.org
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