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By Gisela Darling
SHARE Day Coordinator

SHARE stands for See How the Arts 
Reach Everyone and will take place on 
Monday, May 18, at the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School.

Calling all artists and craftspeople 
to help make SHARE Day 2009 a suc-
cess!

We are looking for artisans and 
craftspeople who are willing to share 
their talents, time, and energy with the 
students of the Andover Elementary/
Middle School and are willing to lead 
a workshop.

Again, as in years past, students in 

AE/MS SHARE Day Is May 18
grades three through eight will be able to 
sign up for two two-hour workshops of 
their choice. Students in lower grades will 
participate in other organized activities.

Sign-up sheets for the workshops 
and information will go home with the 
students before the April vacation, so 
all the workshops need to be in place by 
the beginning of April so that the infor-
mation can be put together in time. 

If you would like to offer a workshop 
to our students or help in any other way, 
please call Gisela Darling (workshop 
and volunteer coordinator) at 735-5681 
SDarling@tds.net or call Principal Jane 
Slayton at school at 735-5494.

Andover Kindergarten Celebrates Day 100 - One of the state 
expectations for kindergarten is that the student can count by memory 
as well as identify sets of 10. A fun way to learn that is to have “Zero the 
Hero” come into our classroom through song every 10th day and have 
a 100-days celebration on the 100th day. The Andover kindergarten 
students donned their special 100th-day reading glasses, did 100 
exercises, and read 100 pages to celebrate that they are now 100 days 
smarter! Front (l-r): Jarrett Benson, Ruth Anderson, Katie Bent, Lilly 
Furtkamp, Cedar Kiedaisch. Middle: Emily Abrahamson, Ayla Caron, 
James Clough, Colin Coolidge. Back: Mrs. Pellegrino.
  Caption: Audrey Pellegrino

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

Full day kindergarten is still on the 
table for discussion and future action at 
Andover School Board meetings. Mrs. 
Pellegrino recently presented her re-
search at the last board meeting. Mrs. 
Pellegrino, several teachers, and I have 
visited a variety of full day programs in 
the state. 

From the beginning it has been un-
derstood that there can be no additional 
costs to our school budget with the addi-
tion of a full day kindergarten program. 
After visiting programs and gathering 
research, it is the consensus of the AE/
MS study group that full day kindergar-
ten would be benefi cial for our students. 

If the Andover School Board votes 
to approve full day kindergarten at AE/
MS, implementation may be more dif-
fi cult some years than others. The pre-
liminary numbers of students who are 
of eligible age for kindergarten next 
year is large: 30+ students. Kindergar-
ten will be voted upon at the April 7 
School Board Meeting. 

Kindergarten registration will be 
scheduled for early May. All the schools 
we visited who have adopted full day 
kindergarten praised the expansion of 
their programs without hesitation. Best 
practices in the area of Early Childhood 

Education support the in-depth and 
hands-on exploration across curriculum 
areas, and our current program does not 
refl ect these extended opportunities. 
Our current three-hour day allows for 
limited time of uninterrupted play and 
the development of independent learn-
ing opportunities, in-depth exploration 
of curriculum, creative opportunities, 
and socialization skills. Mrs. Pellegrino 
already does an amazing job with our 
kindergarten students in a three-hour 
day. Imagine what the extra time will 
allow the teachers and students to ac-
complish.
Foreign Language

I am still hoping to fi nd a way to of-
fer foreign language to interested and 
motivated eighth grade students at no 
additional cost to the school budget next 
year. I am currently researching options 
available through Virtual Academy 
Charter School to see if their French 
program will serve our needs. 

Ideally, all of our students should 
learn a foreign language, and research 
shows that the best time for that is in 
the early grades. The Merrimack Val-
ley schools now have foreign language 
in their elementary and middle schools. 
Only our Andover students arrive at 
Merrimack Valley High School with no 
foreign language background.

AE/MS Considers Full-Day 
Kindergarten, Foreign Language

#1 Grooming - East
#2 Snow Quality - East
#2 Grooming - North America
#3 Accessibility - East

-2008 SKI Magazine Readers Survey-

Deals to Save You Money

MIDWEEK SPECIALS
(Excludes Holidays - Some restrictions may apply)

Sunday-Friday “Family Values” - One free child’s ticket ages 6-18 with the 
purchase of a full price adult ticket with online coupon.  
Visit mountsunapee.com/deals.

Magic Monday - Everyone can ski or ride for only $40. 

Ladies’ Day Tuesday - For only $46, ladies can ski or ride the entire day as 
well as enjoy a delicious complimentary luncheon buffet in Goosefeathers Pub. 
Childcare is also available on Ladies’ Day at half-price. 

Twofer (2-for-1) Wednesday - Bring a friend and two can ski or ride for only 
$62.

mountsunapee.com

Morris, Cope Makechnie, and Chelsea 
Thompson. Third graders were well 
represented by Danika Kolesar, Kate-
lyn Barton, and Jessica Lewis.

 Our team accomplished many feats 
this year. In virtually every game, four 
or more players contributed to our team 
score. Our defense allowed no more 
than 8 points per game. Offensively we 
averaged 20 points per game. The num-
ber of steals and rebounds per game 
were in double digits. Team fouls were 
at an all-time low. 

However, our greatest achievement 
was the effort each member contributed 
to make our season successful and fun.

Softball Skills Clinic
There will be a girls softball skills 

clinic at Proctor Academy’s gym with 
softball trainer Tony Milewski of Rock-
land, New York on the weekend of March 
6 through 8. Starting at 5:30 on Friday 
night and running through 1 PM on Sun-
day, the clinic will help girls ages 7 and up 
with pitching, batting, base running, run-
downs, cut-offs, and other softball skills. 
The $35 cost includes lunch on Saturday.

Sign-up forms must be submitted no 
later than Monday, March 2. Space is 
limited, so please sign-up now. Call Me-
lissa Thompson at 455-4622 or Desirea 
Heath at 344-2920.

Basketball  from page 45 Baseball  from page 45

S u b s c r i b e !
There’s no reason to miss out on Andover news, even if you don’t live in Andover 
year round. For a minimum donation of $25 you can have the Beacon mailed any-
where, even to a seasonal address. Use the form on page 2 and get the Beacon 

delivered to your mailbox all year long!


