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Duncan Coolidge, Judy Evans, and Bill Keyser were among those deeply ab-
sorbed in the proceedings at School District Meeting on March 2.
 Staff photo: Bob Bussey

amounts from other warrant articles 
that may be adopted.

As is the custom, Moderator Bill 
Bardsley led the meeting through the 
budget section by section. There was 
vigorous discussion of many budget 
items over the next 2½ hours, much of 
which is covered in the Concord Moni-
tor article on page 5. Other points dis-
cussed include:

Wood Sutton: Will we be facing 
more large rises in high school tuition 
in future years?

School Board member Dave Hewitt: 
No. This year’s budget refl ects the fi rst 
year of a new contract, which is a big 
jump from our old contract to get us in 
line with current costs.

Budget Committee member Ed Hill-
er: Teachers’ contracted raises tend to 
average $95,000 per year, and that will 
probably continue because we don’t 
have a lot of turnover.

Dale McLeod: Is the school district 
exempt from layoffs?

Ed Hiller: No, and this budget repre-
sents a reduction in staff.

John Kinney: I commend the School 
Board for paring the budget down from 
what started as a 12% increase to a 7% 
increase, but I’d like to see the increase 
more in line with the town budget and 
the safety services’ budgets, which are 
essentially fl at.

Toby Locke: How many special-
education kids do we pay for with the 
$430,000 in the budget? Answer: 46.

AE/MS Principal Jane Slayton (in 
answer to Jim Danforth’s question about 
the long-term costs of cutting Reading 
Recovery): We’re still doing reading in-
tervention. We’re just doing it in differ-
ent, more cost-effective ways.

In a long discussion of salaries, it 
came out that Andover’s salaries are 
lower than Kearsarge School District’s. 
The audience asked for more data about 
how Andover compares, with one par-
ticipant saying, “If you’re going to sell 
your budget, come with facts.”

Jim Delaney asked about the pos-
sibility of economic stimulus money. 
Mike Martin of the SAU said that we 
don’t know yet what may be available, 

but that in any case the money is to be 
used to stimulate, not to balance bud-
gets or reduce taxes.

In discussing the bussing contract 
which he won’t renew after next year, 
Armand Boisvert said he expects the 
district will see a 50% to 100% increase 
in bussing costs with a new vendor. 
Mike Martin said that Armand’s is an 
extremely good price, and that fi nding a 
new bussing contractor will be a major 
task for the School Board.

Jenn Coffey expressed concern at 
this year’s 7% increase coming on the 
heels of last year’s 11% increase. She 
asked how much of this year’s increase 
was mandated by contracts like the 
teacher’s contract or the contract with 
Merrimack Valley High School. After 
some calculating, School Board chair-
man Doug Boisvert said that 6.5% of 
the 7% increase is contractual, leaving 
about $29,000 of the increase not dic-
tated by contracts.

The meeting defeated an amendment 
that would have reduced the budget by 
approximately that non-contractual 
amount.

Jim Danforth pointed out that 
the School Board returns about 
$100,000 of the money raised by 
taxes to the town every year. He 
also called for a multi-year budget, 
not just a one-year budget, asking, 
“How are we going to lower costs 
long-term if we don’t do budgeting 
well in advance?” (See Jim’s letter 
on this subject on page 12.)

Wood Sutton called on the School 
Board and the Budget Committee to 
bring to next year’s meeting a budget 
that is level with this year’s budget. “Or 
reduce it if you can,” he said.

The budget of $4,236,578 passed at 
9:54 PM with scattered dissent.
Intermission 

Moderator Bardsley declared a 
10-minute break, directing the audience 
to the Library Committee’s refresh-
ments. He also announced that How-
ard George would be honored later in 
the month with the John W. McCrillis 
award for his lifetime contributions to 
skiing. The audience responded with a 
standing ovation for Howard.
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41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

• Stunning 2 bedroom, 3 
bath with custom details

New London 309,000

WONDERFUL FENWOOD 
COMMONS UNITS!

• Cozy 1 bd., 2 bath with 
convinient 1 fl oor living

New London 162,500

• Pristine 2 Bd. 2 ba. unit 
with terrace off living rm. 

New London 199,000

Tucker Mountain Maple Co-Op
100% Pure Maple Syrup - 100% Andover Maple Syrup

Buy Local
Available in sizes from 1/2 pint to gallons
Specialty containers available by request
Shipping available - payment through PayPal.com
TuckerMtn@hotmail.com • 603-344-1130

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for

• Relaxation 
• Sports Injuries
• Sore Muscles 
• Well Being!


