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Warrant Article 6 
To direct the School Board to re-

new the after school program’s lease 
on the Hamp House. At 10:04 PM a 
long debate over the Hamp House be-
gan. Most of the issues raised have been 
covered in earlier issues of the Beacon. 

The School Board is concerned with 
defi ciencies in the building, the safety 
of the kids, and the potential liability 
the situation presents for the school dis-
trict. Supporters of the Hamp House 
feel that the defi ciencies have been or 
will be fi xed and that having the after 
school program in the building is a big 
asset to the community.

Kent Armstrong, a School Board 
member who has strongly supported 
the Hamp House, said, “I don’t agree 
with the Board’s decision [not to renew 
the lease]. I’m not condoning a 10-year 
lease. I’m not condoning a $1 per year 
lease. Why are we in such a hurry? 
Let’s form a committee and look at the 
options.”

Armand Boisvert said that the af-
ter school program hasn’t honored the 
terms of their current lease. He pointed 
out a number of after school programs 
in area towns that charge less than the 
Andover program “and don’t cost the 
town anything.”

There was much discussion about 
the presence or absence of lead paint 
in the Hamp House and the problems 
it would or wouldn’t cause in different 

Megan Wright, Margo Coolidge, and 
Paul Currier opened School District 
Meeting with three songs. Gretchen 
Hildebrand held the mic.
 Staff photo: Bob Bussey

scenarios.
Knowing that the meeting’s vote 

on this article would not be binding 
on the School Board, Toby Locke 
asked a direct question: “Are you go-
ing to rip it down even if we pass this 
article?” Doug Boisvert responded 
that after the election on March 10, 
the new board would take the matter 
under consideration.

By 11:18 PM, after many calls for 
a vote on the article, everyone who 
wanted to speak had had at least one 
chance to do so, and Moderator Bard-
sley called for the vote. The article di-
recting the School Board to renew the 
after school program’s lease passed al-
most unanimously.
Warrant Article 7 

$67,300 to remove asbestos tiles 
from the gym fl oor and replace with 
a poured-in-place polyurethane sur-
face. Don Gould, who has done most 
of the research on this project, moved 
to amend the article to $60,442 based 
on further research and more complete 
quotes received since the article was 
originally written. The amendment 
passed unanimously.

Ed Hiller of the Budget Committee 
said that if this article were passed, the 
school budget would increase by 9.6% 
over last year, rather than by 7.3%.

ANDOVER FOLK
By Margo Coolidge

The snow clouds are lifting over the valley,
And the lingering mist curls straight up like smoke.
The storm is all over. Soon the sun will be shining,
And out of our homes we come, Andover folk.

We tend to our family, we tend to our chores,
We welcome the neighbors who come to our doors.
We tend to our gardens, we tend to our lands,
And look after this town that’s been placed in our hands.

Tomorrow’s a work day with so much to do,
But tonight we’re at work for our Andover school.
So let’s get right on it. This job’s for our kids,
And we want to be proud of the work that we did.

We tend to our family, we tend to our chores,
We welcome the neighbors who come to our doors.
We tend to our gardens, we tend to our lands,
And look after this town that’s been placed in our hands.

Margo, Megan Wright, and Paul Currier sang this song at the opening of 
the Andover School District Meeting on March 2, 2009. Margo com-
posed the verse that begins “Tomorrow’s a work day…” especially for the 
occasion.
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Armand Boisvert said that the pro-
posed fl oor system [which would be laid 
over the old asbestos tiles] is “the most 
gorgeous fl oor I’ve seen in a gym. But I 
don’t know that we can afford it.”

Bill Keyser, citing current economic 
conditions, said that we can’t afford it.

Howard George objected to the plan 
to leave the old asbestos tiles in place 
under the new fl oor, feeling that the old 
tiles should be removed fi rst.

Kent Armstrong of the School 
Board said it would cost another 
$20,000 to $30,000 to remove the old 
tiles and that leaving them under the 
new fl oor isn’t a health issue now, but 
it would be a bigger issue later when 
the overlaid fl oor were to be removed, 
because at that point the overlaid 
fl oor would have to be assumed to be 
contaminated with asbestos. He also 
pointed out that as long as the asbes-
tos tiles remain, the Red Cross can’t 

use the AE/MS gym as an evacuation 
center in case of an emergency.

Carroll Gautreau of the Budget Com-
mittee said that the committee’s focus 
this year had been on the economy and 
on striking a good balance between An-
dover’s wants and needs. “I don’t think 
we should take on this project this year,” 
he said.

The moderator was presented with 
a petition for a secret ballot. A straw 
vote sounded like the vote would be 
close, so at 11:45 PM the voting by bal-
lot began. At 12:05 AM the modera-
tor closed the polls, and the counting 
of the ballots began. By 12:10 AM the 
results were announced: Article 7 was 
approved, 69-56.
Warrant Article 8

To authorize the School Board to 
raze or dispose of the Hamp House. 
With no discussion, the article was de-
feated by a large margin.

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call
735-5444

LakeFarm.com Lake Farm sells another one.
Overlooks the Lake – Classic old 
farmhouse made into a condo. 
Four bedrooms, two baths.  

Enfi eld $120,000

Interested in Buying or 
Selling Property Anywhere 

in the Country?
Call for no-obligation information 

1-800-523-2460 Ext. F-664.

TURNING “FOR SALE” INTO “SOLD”
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