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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

On Tuesday night, March 10, about 
150 Andover taxpayers gathered in 
the AE/MS gym for Andover’s annual 
Town Meeting. After the Pledge of Al-
legiance, Moderator Ed Becker recog-
nized Selectman Dennis Fenton, who 
expressed the town’s appreciation for 
Roger Godwin’s 18 years of service on 
the Board of Selectmen. 

“There’s an empty chair up here to-
night,” Dennis said, gesturing to one 

Town Meeting Results, 
Article By Article

of the seats at the table on stage. He ex-
plained that health situations prevented 
Roger from being at the meeting. 

Dennis then recapped the many 
ways in which Roger has been of ser-
vice to his adopted town since moving 
from Oklahoma years ago. Besides 
six terms on the Board of Selectmen, 
Roger also worked with the Planning 
Board, the Master Plan committee, and 
the Cable TV committee as well as do-
ing much work on the town’s Web site. 
The audience showed its appreciation 

In support of the police department having a four-wheel-drive vehicle, Les 
Fenton described a police cruiser getting stuck on Beech Hill Road.
 Staff photo: Bob Bussey

for Roger with enthusiastic applause.
Here are highlights of the rest of the 

meeting.
Warrant Article 1

Election of Offi cers. Roger God-
win’s seat as Selectman and Robin 
Boynton’s and David Powers’ seats on 
the School Board were the only con-
tested races. In the Selectman race, 
Jake Johnson (214 votes) defeated Don 
Gross (198), Mary Ann Levesque (33), 
Jim Delaney (24), and Howard Wilson 
(20). 

For School Board, Erik Anderson 
(243) and Don Gould (237) defeated 
incumbent David Powers (131), Doug 
Bent (115), Kathy Benefi t Hildebrand 
(97), and Sean Cox (83). 

Here are the other candidates, all of 
whom were unopposed, and the offi ces 
they were elected to:

• Carroll Gautreau, Budget Comm.
• Sharon Darling, Budget Comm.
• Diane Rice, Library Trustee
• Robin Boynton, Library Trustee
• Janet Moore, Trustee of Trust 

Funds
• Susan Schnare, Cemetery Trustee
• Bill Bardsley, School District Mod-

erator
• Christie Coll, School District 

Clerk
• Shirley Currier, School District 

Treasurer
Warrant Article 2

$24,000 toward a new police 
cruiser. Every year we set aside about 
a quarter of the money we’ll need to 
eventually replace the older of our two 
police cruisers. This year it’s time to 
replace the older cruiser, so this arti-
cle raises $6,000 from 2009 taxes and 
adds that to the $18,000 raised over the 
past three years to “raise and appropri-
ate” $24,000 (plus accrued interest) 
with which to purchase a cruiser.

Wood Sutton proposed an amend-
ment to Article 2 that would require 
the purchase of a four-wheel-drive 
(4WD) vehicle rather than a regular 
sedan-style cruiser. Wood and several 
others spoke to the signifi cant safety 
issues of trying to navigate Andover’s 
hilly terrain in the winter without the 
advantage of 4WD.

Andover Police Chief Glenn 
Laramie expressed his concern that if 
we bought a 4WD instead of a cruiser, 
the 4WD would bear a full workload, 
summer and winter, and probably 
wouldn’t last as long as our cruisers 
do (about 300,000 miles) and would 
therefore have to be replaced sooner 
and cost the town more money. 

At this point the Chief unveiled 
“Plan B”: buy a new sedan-style cruis-
er as planned and use the department’s 
separate fund – money earned direct-
ing traffi c at highway construction 
sites, plus private donations from resi-
dents – to purchase a used 4WD that, 
as our third police vehicle, would only 
be used when the weather demanded 
it. 

In response to a question from 
Leighton Terwilliger, the Chief said he 
had equipment from old cruisers with 

which to outfi t a used 4WD, though he 
might have to ask the state for a good 
used radio.

Jenn Coffey said she felt that the 
Chief had been extremely prudent and 
that a cruiser would give the town more 
bang for its buck. Wood Sutton with-
drew his proposed amendment, and 
Article 2 passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 3

$10,000 toward highway equip-
ment. Every year we set aside money 
toward the eventual replacement of the 
town’s grader. With no discussion, the 
article passed unanimously.
Warrant Article 4

$20,000 toward bridge rehabilita-
tion. Every year we set aside money 
toward the ongoing rehabilitation of 
the town’s bridges. With no discussion, 
the article passed unanimously.
Warrant Article 5

$10,000 toward equipment at the 
Transfer Station. Every year we set 
aside money toward the eventual re-
placement of equipment at the Trans-
fer Station. In the past the amount has 
usually been $5,000, but this year, with 
the prospect of single-stream recycling 
(SSR) becoming an option for Andover 
in the next few years, the Budget Com-
mittee felt it was appropriate to save 
more this year toward the changes in 
equipment and logistics that a switch 
to SSR might bring.

After a long discussion of the pros 
and cons of SSR and how material is 
trucked out of the Transfer Station, Ar-
ticle 5 passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 6

$4,000 for work at the Durgin, 
Hobbs-Sweatt, Old Center, and Bos-
ton Hill Cemeteries. Pat Cutter of the 
Cemetery Committee described some 
of the damage caused to gravestones 
by snow and frost every year and, in 
response to a question from Christie 
Coll, talked about how gravestones 
get repaired. The article passed unani-
mously.
Warrant Article 7

$250,000 for the construction 
phase of the Rail Trail from Potter 
Place to Danbury. The money has 
already been raised by a grant from 
the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation and from donations to 
the Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
of Merrimack County (FNRT), so this 
article will not impact 2009 taxes.

Bob Ward of FNRT explained that 
construction wouldn’t take place until 
2010 or 2011, when the grant money 
is actually received from the state. 
Stephen Barton questioned whether 
Andover could ever wind up on the 
hook for the money, and Bob explained 
why it couldn’t. The article passed 
unanimously.
Intermission

Moderator Becker called a break 
in the meeting and encouraged every-
one to refresh themselves at the Li-
brary Committee’s table of snacks and 
drinks. “I can’t close the meeting until 
everything’s been sold,” he said. 

See Town  on page 8

HOME  COOKED   MEALSHOME  COOKED   MEALS
DAILY SPECIALS
Luncheon & Dinner

SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET  
8 am until Noon

CATERING BUSINESS 
with function facility 

for showers, business meetings, 
parties, etc.

LOUNGE 
Open Nightly until Midnight

Call for reservations 

753-6631

133 North Main Street133 North Main Street


