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Ed also announced that the Fourth 
of July parade theme “Old Memories” 
had won the voting. He also recognized 
the Beacon team for the clarity of its 
explanations of the town and school 
district warrant articles in the March 
issue and encouraged everyone to “get 
a round tuit” and make a donation to 
the Beacon for 2009.
Warrant Article 8

$1,349,161 for the Town Bud-
get. This amount does not include the 
amounts from other warrant articles 
that were adopted. 

Budget Committee Chairman Ed 
Hiller spoke to the article, saying that 
when you add in the warrant articles ap-
proved so far and subtract the amounts 
that don’t affect this year’s taxes (like 
the $250,000 for the Rail Trail that 
comes from grants and donations, 
or the $18,000 for the police cruiser 
that we raised with taxes in previous 
years), then the “net budget” amount is 
$1,399,000. That’s just $12,400 more 
than last year’s net budget, a 0.8% in-

Andover Police Chief Glenn Laramie 
explains the department’s plan for a 
new cruiser.  Staff photo: Bob Bussey

crease or about 5¢ on the town portion 
of the tax rate.

As is the custom, the moderator led 
the meeting through the budget section 
by section. Discussion was fairly lim-

ited, but included these questions (and 
Town Administrator Dana Hadley’s 
answers):

Leighton Terwilliger: Are we man-
dated to re-value all the property in 
town this year? 

Yes. We need to be certifi ed as up-
to-date every fi ve years, and this is the 
fi fth year since the last revaluation.

Peter Zak: Why is Workers Comp 
and Unemployment up so much? 

We’re part of a large pool, so the in-
crease must refl ect a large increase in 
the pool’s claims.

John Kinney: In the Highways 
budget, Summer Maintenance is up 
$30,000. Why? 

We plan to accomplish this year a 
lot of maintenance that was deferred 
in prior years because of the expense 
of Highland Lake Dam, Maple Street, 
and other projects. We’ll be getting af-
ter culverts, ditching, mowing, improv-
ing drainage – all to save money in the 
long run.

Bill Bardsley: For the fi rst time in 
many years, we exceeded the Gen-
eral Assistance amount budgeted un-

der Health and Welfare last year. Will 
the $9,000 budgeted for this year be 
enough?

I think the $9,000 is a realistic fi g-
ure. The Community Action Program, 
the New Hampshire Electric Co-oper-
ative’s Project Care, and other assis-
tance programs like that have been a 
great help to Andover residents, and 
that continues to save tax dollars.

Bill Chamberlin: Will the $24,000 
budgeted for Interest on Tax Antici-
pation not have to be spent if we start 
sending tax bills twice a year? [See 
Warrant Article 9, below.]

I hope so. We left the line item in the 
budget because we couldn’t be sure 
whether Article 9 would pass or not.

The vote to pass a budget of 
$1,349,161 was unanimous. Les Fenton 
moved that the meeting limit reconsid-
eration of the budget, and the motion 
passed unanimously.
Warrant Article 9

To provide for semi-annual col-
lection of property taxes, in July and 
in December. Moderator Ed Becker, 
citing strong personal feelings on the 
subject, turned the gavel over to Bill 
Bardsley. A long discussion followed, 
with almost every speaker bringing up 
problems with the plan. Some of the 
key points raised were:

• A lot of people pay their property 
taxes for a given year with money 
they get from their federal income 
tax refund early in the following 
year. If they had to pay twice a 
year, the Town would be collecting 
interest on money that people can’t 
afford to pay.

• For some, they’d have to break a 
CD at the bank and incur penal-
ties.

• The administrative costs of send-
ing tax bills twice a year would be 
about $2,500.

• Many taxpayers don’t draw a pre-
dictable paycheck but depend on 
an unpredictable commission or 
on summer work. They may wind 
up having to pay interest at 12% if 
they don’t have the money to pay 
the fi rst of two annual tax bills.

• Starting it this year would be a real 
hardship on people on fi xed in-
comes and people who have been 
laid off because they’d only have 
from March to July to save up for 
that fi rst payment.

• Anybody who wants to voluntarily 
pay part or all of their taxes before 
December 1 is allowed to do so.

When the vote was called, Article 9 
was defeated nearly unanimously.
Warrant Article 10

To transact any other business 
that may legally come before the 
meeting. Moderator Bardsley moved a 
resolution to thank Roger Godwin for 
his many years of service to the town 
and to wish him a speedy recovery. 
Upon hearing the enthusiasm of the 
“aye” votes, he decreed the approval to 
be unanimous.

At 9:36 PM the meeting was ad-
journed.
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As a client of Ledyard Financial Advisors, you

expect – and deserve – more. So we get to know

you, learn what you want and treat you as if you

were our only client. We educate, advise, but

never sell because we are an independent and 

conflict-free resource, placing our fiduciary

responsibility to you above all else. With a staff of

26 highly skilled wealth management professionals,

Ledyard Financial Advisors offers a comprehensive

approach to investment, tax and wealth management.

We’re exceeding client expectations every day. To see

how we can help you, please call Dennis Mitchell,

CFP®,  Senior Vice President at 603-640-2715.

WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM

OUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR?

Plenty.

INVESTMENT, TAX AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT

2 Maple Street  ■ Hanover, NH 03755  ■ 603.643.0044
178 County Road ■ New London, NH 03257 ■ 603.526.9251

A division of Ledyard National Bank

Non-deposit investment products are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed 
by the Bank or any affiliate, and are subject to investment risk including the possible loss of principal amount invested.


