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By David McCrillis
This is the presentation speech that 

David McCrillis delivered on March 
14 at the Mount Sunapee Resort in pre-
senting the 2009 John W. McCrillis Ski 
Award to Howard George.

What a wonderful occasion we have 
tonight to come together as a group of 
skiing enthusiasts and honor the lifetime 
of contributions that Howard George 
has given to skiing.

Howard, you’ve been involved with 
skiing over seven different decades, 
two centuries, and two different mil-
lenniums. You started at ten years old 
in your back yard when you and your 
brother cut trails behind your house. 
You earned every foot of vertical you 
skied as you hiked up to enjoy those 
exhilarating runs down the hill. You 
also enjoyed skiing and jumping at 
the Proctor Academy rope tow and 
ski jump. In high school, you raced at 
the slope by Pleasant Lake and later at 
King Ridge.

After serving our country as an 
Army Ranger in the mid-1950s, How-
ard moved back to Andover where he 
has lived ever since. When Ragged 
Mountain opened in 1963, Howard was 
on the ski patrol. Howard started in-
structing in the ski school a few years 
later and eventually became the assis-
tant manager. He also worked on the 
Sunapee Ski Patrol for two years. We 
seem to be noticing a slight trend here, 
Howard, and that is that your life has 
revolved around skiing.

You’ve been married to your beau-
tiful wife, Ellie, for 50 years and have 
two wonderful children, Garry and 
Sally. Your children grew up skiing 
and racing under your tutelage, and 
you and Ellie owned and operated the 
Blackwater Ski Shop for 30 years. It 
was a well-known area ski shop that 
provided equipment, clothing, and 
support to many hundreds of Andover 
and Proctor skiers and racers for three 
decades. 

The Blackwater Ski Shop Ski Team 
put Andover and the ski shop on the 
map by winning the overall Business 
League title at Sugarloaf. After the 
race folks asked, “Where the hell is the 
Blackwater Ski Shop from?” This was 
only a question that needed to be asked 
once when you brought the best team to 
the race!

Your perseverance and ingenuity led 
to the development of snowmaking at 
the Blackwater Ski Area. You arranged 
for the purchase of a compressor from 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, rented 
a bulldozer, hired a welder, and got the 
assistance of Snow Engineering to help 
install the snowmaking. It’s amazing 
what one man’s vision and determina-
tion can accomplish.

Howard, your whole adult life has 
been about giving kids the opportunity 
to learn to ski, to improve their skiing 

By Brendaen Makechnie
For the Beacon

Melting ski wax, edge fi lings, ground 
skate blade dust, coffee, Dermatone, 
new merchandise – the smells of The 
Blackwater Ski Shop.

Each fall, during my middle and 
high school years, excitement for a new 
ski season was palpable in the shop. As 
days grew cold and night air crisp, my 
friends and I made the shop a frequent 
stop on our way home from school. We 
wanted to absorb it all, smell it, hear it, 
look at the picture of Tuckerman’s Ra-
vine and the miniature Atomic ski in 
the basement stairway, watch Glenn 
Miller videos, test our balance on the 
bongo board, and peruse new equip-
ment that we dreamed of buying. The 
shop inspired visualization of perfect 
runs down the slope. 

Most of all we wanted to listen to 
Howard and Ellie George opine on ski 
industry issues, banter about inbound 
weather patterns that might start the 
season’s snow base, and discuss new ski 
technologies.

Skiing was not part of the Boston 
suburbia culture I grew up in prior to 
our move to Andover. I quickly learned 
that I was well behind my sixth grade 
classmates who seemed to have been 
skiing their entire lives. 

This is when my relationship with 
Howard began. He targeted me to par-
ticipate in his beginner lessons Saturday 
mornings on the hill behind the Proctor 
Fieldhouse. There he taught me how to 
clip in to bindings, snow plow, and per-
form stem Christies before graduating me 
to the t-bar at The Blackwlater Ski Area. 

Howard did not waste time. Before I 
knew it, he had me racing against other 
Andover kids.

By eighth grade I was immersed in 
the sport of ski racing. When I wanted a 
tuning table for our basement, Howard 
told me to jump in his truck – his light 

Howard George Honored For Lifetime 
Contributions To Skiing

skills, or to teach them to race. You 
started the night ski lessons for the kids 
at Woody Glen Ski Area in Salisbury 
with over 70 children participating.  
You and Ellie are still involved with 
the Andover Ski School Program on 
Fridays at Ragged Mountain with 120 
students participating. You still coach 
the Buddy Werner race program at the 
Blackwater Ski Area and have trav-
eled as a coach to Mammoth Moun-
tain in California and Mount Bachelor 
in Canada with junior racers. In addi-
tion to being on the ski patrol, in the 
ski school, and a race coach, you’ve 
also been a technical delegate for the 
United States Ski Association and a li-
censed offi cial.

It’s safe to say, Howard, that skiing 
has been and is a passion and way of life 
for you. Your efforts have given genera-
tions of Andover families and children 
the chance to learn and enjoy the life-
long sport of skiing. Not only have you 
given kids the opportunity to learn to 
ski, but you’ve encouraged junior rac-
ers to strive for personal excellence – 
something these kids carry with them 
for the rest of their lives. 

You share many of the same quali-
ties that John W. McCrilllis had. We 
are recognizing one of those tonight, 
and that is always giving back to the 
sport you love. Howard, you are the 
reason we are gathered here tonight. 
Thanks for everything you’ve done for 
the kids, ski areas, and our communi-
ties. On behalf of the Mount Sunapee 
Area Ski Club and the McCrilllis 
grandchildren, I’m honored to present 
you with the 2009 John W. McCrillis 
Ski Award.

Congratulations, Howard!
History of the 
John W. McCrllis Award

In 1995, the grandchildren of John 
W. McCrillis partnered with the Mount 
Sunapee Area Ski Club to recognize 
and show appreciation to those in our 
area who have dedicated their time and 
effort to support the sport of skiing. As 
each year’s recipient is recognized, the 
community is reminded of the dedica-
tion and commitment that Mr. McCril-
lis had to this great sport and honors 
those individuals who carry on with the 
same spirit.

Howard George

blue Dodge that he would throw into 
neutral, kill the ignition, and glide to 
stops in – and took me to fi nd a retired 
metal desk from Proctor.

That same year I qualifi ed for the 
Buddy Werner state championships. The 
day before the race Howard brought me 
over to The Blackwater for individual 
training. He turned the lift on at the bot-
tom and off at the top as we made runs. 

His coaching helped me place fi fth. 
More memorable to me, however, were 
those runs with Howard – just the two of 
us on my favorite slope in the world, the 
slope for which he provided a heartbeat.

In March of that year he led a group 
of Proctor students to Tuckerman’s Ra-
vine. I tagged along. Howard paid spe-
cial attention to me on the steep terrain 
of the ravine.

As a high school student there was 
always something very comforting 
about seeing the lights of the shop on 
as we pulled in at night, fatigued from a 
tough race day.

After high school, I always felt com-
pelled to check in with Howard – while 
home from college, to introduce my fi -
ancee, or our fi rst child.

The last run I took with Howard was 
during a Christmas break from college. 
He hired me as a ski technician so I 
could earn some cash over vacation – 
more of a favor to me I am sure. One day 
he said, “Let’s ski down the back side of 
Ragged.” We drove over to Ragged and 
hitched a ride up the lift (free pass for a 
friend of Howard’s). 

As we skied Wilson’s Wonder Trail 
down to Proctor, I contemplated his love 
– love for a sport, love for a community, 
love for me. Howard’s consecration to 
the ski community helped preserve the 
sport when funding was tight, developed 
talent, and inspired future teachers.

May I join the community in thank-
ing you, Howard. Congratulations on re-
ceiving the John W. McCrillis Award.

A Former Student Remembers 
Howard’s Lasting Impact

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

$$ SHOW YOUR AAA 
CARD AND SAVE $$

HYBRID TRAINED 
LOCAL CAR RENTAL AVAILABLE

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle
For an appointment: 526-6231 
or MarshallsGarage@gmail.com

We also offer motorcycle tires, 
inspections, and some repairs, too.

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.comMarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips


