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By Howard George
My fi rst skiing was in 1946 at 10 

years old on trails my older brother 
Bill and I cut in back of my home in 
Andover. Proctor Academy had a rope 
tow and a jump on Slalom Hill north of 
the football fi eld which we used. 

With the end of World War II, the 
men in the town built two tows, one at 
the high school, which is now the ele-
mentary school, and one by Currier and 
Phelps Garage. In high school we raced 
at the slope by Pleasant Lake, later on at 
King Ridge. Proctor built a lift south of 
the Blackwater River and called it the 
Blackwater Ski Area, which I skied in 
1950. 

After I got out of the service, Ragged 
Mountain was being developed. I 
worked on construction in the sum-
mer, and I was laid off in the winters 
so I went to work as ski patrol the fi rst 
year they opened in 1963. Later on I 
was assistant manager of the ski school. 
I worked at Sunapee Area on ski patrol 
for two years. 

About that time my two children, 
Sally and Garry, got interested in rac-
ing, and my wife Ellie and I decided to 
buy a building in Andover and opened a 
ski shop in 1975. Later on it was known 
as the Blackwater Ski Shop. We sold it 
in 2004. 

Woody Glen Ski Area in Salisbury 
was being developed by Russ McLaugh-
lin, and he needed someone to give ski 
lessons two nights a week, and some 
nights we had over 70 students. Federa-
tion Ski Teams formed, and I was chair-
man of the west. It was later known as 
Buddy Werner Ski Teams. 

Later on the town of Andover want-
ed Proctor to stop irrigating the athletic 
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fi elds from the town water supply, so we 
dug a well near the river with the con-
trols at the ski area. We decided to make 
snow at Blackwater in the winter and ir-
rigate the fi elds in the summer. Garry 
and I, with the help of Snow Engineer-
ing, rented a bulldozer and a man to do 
the welding and bought a compressor 
from the Portsmouth Naval Yard. 

We taught ski racing to Andover 
children at Blackwater Ski Area and are 
still teaching there for the Buddy Wer-
ner program. I have been a Technical 
Delegate for the USSA Ski Association 
for a few years and have been a licensed 
offi cial for many years.

I‘ve skied in Switzerland; in 
Garmish, Germany; coached a student 
at Mammoth in California, and skied 
Bachelor in Canada. 

The Blackwater Ski Shop Team 
raced throughout the northeast winning 
various titles. After the race was over at 
Sugarloaf and we had won the overall 
title, they said, “Where the hell is the 
Blackwater Ski Shop from?”

My wife and I have been married for 
50 years, and we still ski each week. We 
help with the 120 Andover kindergarten 
through eighth-grade students on Fri-
day afternoons for the school program 
in town, fi ve afternoons in January and 
February, at Ragged Mountain.

By Sandee Waine
Beacon staff

This year was a great year at the 
Blackwater Ski Area. We had good 
snow coverage and fi nished the year 
with fi ve United States Ski Associa-
tion alpine races, two varsity and junior 
varsity alpine races, two cross-country 
meets, and four jumping meets.

Schools who used the ski area for 
their ski programs were Kearsarge High 
School, Bow High School, Concord 
High School, Hopkinton Middle/High 
School, Sunapee (jumping), Holderness 
(jumping), Plymouth High (jumping), 
Andover Recreation’s cross-country 
program, the Ford Sayre program, and 
other schools depending on the meets.

The ski area also had programs that 
area students participated in such as the 
Blackwater Alpine Ski Team and the 
Andover Outing Club’s jumping and 
cross-country programs. Approximate-

Another Great Year At 
The Blackwater Ski Area

Meets draw a crowd at the Blackwater 
Ski Area. Photo: Lynn George

ly 50 area children participated in these 
programs on a regular basis.

The Blackwater Ski Area has half 
the money in hand from donations for 
Phase Two of improvements to the area 
which will include a new snowmak-
ing pump and building and  increasing 
snowmaking to include some of the 
cross-country trails. Phase One of the 
improvements is already complete with 
the newly-installed t-bar lift.
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-2008 SKI Magazine Readers Survey-

SEASON PASS SALE!

Purchase by April 30 and receive last 
year’s spring rates!

Peak Pass - Unlimited skiing/riding at Mount 
Sunapee & everyday at Okemo, excluding holidays.

Value Pass - Ski or ride everyday at Mount 
Sunapee, Okemo, & Stratton; excluding holidays.

Those and many other pass options at: 
mountsunapee.com/seasonpass

mountsunapee.com

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

YIELD

UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207

Sports Sports 
Moms & Dads!Moms & Dads!
The Beacon needs your help 

getting more articles and 
photos about kids’ sports. 

No special skills or 
experience necessary!

Help whenever you can, in 
whatever way you feel 

comfortable.
Contact Heidi at Heidi@Heidi@

AndoverBeacon.comAndoverBeacon.com

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget. Please get “a 
round tuit” and donate today! 
Send a check to PO Box 149, 

Andover NH 03216


