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By Michael Pezone
For the Concord Monitor

From the February 24 Concord 
Monitor

Nick Fairall was hooked the mo-
ment he fi rst set his eyes on the wooden 
ski jump protruding from the hillside 
at Proctor Academy’s Blackwater Ski 
Area.

Of course, at four years old, he’d have 
to settle for watching his sister Beth 
make the daring leap until he eventu-
ally met the facility’s six-and-older age 
requirement.

Now, 15 years and countless jumps 
later, the 19-year-old Andover native 
has established himself as one of the 
country’s most successful ski jumpers. 
His 23rd-place fi nish on the fl ying hill 
(200 meters) at a competition in Bad 
Mitterndorf, Austria, on January 10 
was the best by an American in a World 
Cup event since 2003.

When the US Nordic Ski Team 
caught wind of Fairall’s accomplish-
ment, it promptly granted him a ticket 
to this week’s FIS Nordic World Ski 
Championships in Liberec, Czech Re-
public. Fairall failed to qualify for the 
fi nals of Saturday’s normal hill (100 
meters) competition but will take to the 
hill again Thursday for the large hill 
(134 meters) event.

The journey from small-town liv-
ing in New Hampshire to professional 
ski jumping across Europe hasn’t 

exactly been easy for Fairall, who’s 
overcome much more than a frustrat-
ing two years of enviously watching 
and waiting as his sister jumped.

Not only has he dealt with a lack of 
funding from sponsors and the sport’s 
governing body, forcing his family to 
reach into its own pockets to help cov-
er expenses, but he’s also managed to 
shine on the hill after the death of his 
mother and mentor, Marianne, from 
cancer late last summer.

“She had a lot of impact on my jump-
ing,” Fairall said of the person who not 
only drove him all over the Northeast 
to compete, but also prepared hills and 
organized events for teammates. “She 
would always give me advice and sup-
port if I had a bad competition or had 
a tough time while I traveled. I think 
about her every day, and she’s always 
with me when I jump. In a way, every 
result I get, good or bad, is a tribute to 
her.”

So with his mom on his mind and 
his country at his back, Fairall will con-
tinue striving to put US ski jumping on 
the map.

“I’m honored to be on the team. 
American ski jumping has diminished 
signifi cantly in the past few years, so it’s 
great to be a part of a team that has so 
much potential,” Fairall said. “My big-
gest goal for the World Championships 
is just to have fun. If you’re not having 
fun, you probably won’t do very well.”

Simply representing the US in a 
meet featuring some of the world’s best 
jumpers will be satisfying enough for 
Fairall, even if he doesn’t fi nd himself 
with a medal to show for it. After all, 
since the United States Ski Association 
signifi cantly reduced its funding for 
jumping in 2006, Americans were left 
covering their own expenses for trips 
to competitions, casting serious doubt 
about the country’s ability to compete 
with more prominent jumping nations.

“There’s no support from the USSA 
whatsoever for men’s ski jumping, and 
there really hasn’t been for a while. So it 
becomes a question of family paying for 
all this,” said Martin Fairall, Nick’s fa-
ther. “When he graduated high school, 
there was no program in place for him 
to take the next step.”

So despite having competed in the 
FIS Junior World Ski Championships 
throughout his four years in high school 
at Proctor Academy, Fairall had reached 
a roadblock in his jumping career.

With that in mind, he opted to do 
what most of his classmates did and 
apply for college. He fi nally settled on 
Westminster College in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, factoring in its close proximity to 
Olympic Park in Park City as well as 
the school’s aviation program, which 
sparked obvious interest in the notori-
ous fl yer.

Fairall’s stay at school was short 
lived, however, after word of a new de-

Nick Fairall Trains Hard At Lake Placid Program
velopmental jumping program in Lake 
Placid, New York, had him opting out 
after just one semester.

“He wanted to go to college and he 
wanted to ski jump, too, and the bottom 
line was he couldn’t give 100 percent 
to either of them,” Martin Fairall said. 
“His decision to leave was certainly 
something we supported.”

Fairall even consulted with former 
high school teachers and coaches before 
coming to the realization that he could 
always go back to school later on in 
life. And when his jumping career does 
conclude, he said he’d like to go back to 
school to pursue a career in aviation.

“Leaving college was a very tough 
decision for me,” Fairall said. “I love 
ski jumping, and I know school is im-
portant, but I didn’t feel like I was get-
ting the training I needed to compete at 
higher levels.”

The decision to leave proved war-
ranted as Fairall found himself landing 
farther and farther down the hill. The 
Lake Placid facility’s plastic jump cov-
ering allowed for continued repetitions 
in the summer, with countless hours of 
cardio and weight training also show-
ings its effects.

“He’s grown in his abilities over 
these last few months or so by leaps 
and bounds,” Martin Fairall said of 
the progress Nick has shown since he 
began training at Lake Placid last fall. 

See Nick  on page 44
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